AN 
ABRIDGEMENT 


OF THE 


HOLY SCRIPTURES. 


FROM A CHILD HAST THOU KNOWN THE | 
| HoLY SCRIPTURES, WHICH ARE ABLE TO =_ 
MAKE THEE WISE UNTO SALVATION, 1 
' THROUGH FAITH WHICH 18 IN CHRIST __ 
JESUS. * = 
2 Tix, " 15. 
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there cannot be a more generous 

and commendable diſpoſition; in 
tl n mind, than a ſolicitous e 
cern for the happineſs. « of others, 
the e proſp rity of the. world _ is the b 
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i) DEDICATION. 
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e Rrrieg de Lan render to that important 
intereſt, is to promote the cauſe of Re- 
ligion, and to make men wiſer and bet- 
ter; to cultivate the knowledge of plain 

virtue among the poor, and cheriſh the 
ſpirit of truth and induſtry among all ranks. 

The ableſt philoſophers and lawgivers 
have always conſidered the education of 

youth as the moſt certain ſouree of na- 
tional welfare. Parents ſhould be atten- 
tive to the care of their children, or they 
ſhouldbe removed from them and brought 

up under a regular diſcipline, reh 

at the 1285 peda. Wo enen 

: T he many ik and akin inſtitutions, 
which have been planted and now flouriſh 
3 amongſt us, bear ſome reſemblance to 
* this pattern, and are happily calculated 
1 not only for the temporal relief) but for 
8 the eternal benefit, of our: fellow-crea- 
"a tures e {and 1 look with pleaſure upon 
Te ane who,” from a real 
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nga to the general good, and FORTE 
the Gavernors and Truſtees of Charities, 
and ſuperintend the labour of love. Be 
animated with that zeal which becomes 
your ſtation ;\ be the Guardians of the 
Souls of the Poor as well as of their bo- 
dies. It is i in your power; it is your pro- 
vince, to appoint proper officers and maſ- 
ters, and inſpect their conduct; to pre- 
ſeribe the methods of inſtruction, and put 
uſeful books i into the hands of thoſe who 
are under your care; that ſo the growing 
generation may be tormed to piety, 
trained to che love and practice of ſocial 
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| ſome ſpeculative men. againſt ſuch” 17 a why 4 | 
tutions; bot the. principle, which * ͤ 
an time reſtrains us from ina 
vſeſal knowledge and 1 0 virtue 
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among the poor, is not leſs impolitic 
than irreligious. Ignorance, eſpecially 
in a land of freedom, creates a fierce- 
neſs of manners, and an impatience of 
control, highly i injurious to Government, 
and produAtive of the moſtflagranterimes: : 
but pure Religion has a powerful ten- 
dency to civilize the mind; and, in pro- 
portion as 1 it makes its progreſs i in the 
hearts of m men, it Loktens their natural 
roughnes, and transforms them into new 
creatures: it inſpires ſentiments of mutual 
benevolence, and promotes the Seed 
intereſt of ſociety; teaching men to adorn 
every Ration of life with the practice of 


. hole Sos whick are ſuited to it, and 
making them good citizens, good ſer- 
| Vn, al Arg nde and good fathers! 


"Hiſtory is one of he beſt repolitories 


E 1137 


| of afefal knowledge and inſtruction for 


both the moral and political world; but 


facred biſtory is bh different from pro- 
A 


DEDICATION. vir 
fane, and infinitely. ſuperior to it. The 
former relates only human and tempo- 

ral events; the latter opens an inter- 


courſe between Heaven and Earth, and 


reveals the Hiſtory of Divine Providence. | 


The former regards only the fate of parti- 


cular nations, eircumſeribed within nar- 
rom baunds, and tranſmitted by partial 


writers in an imperlect, perhaps a fabu- 


lavs, manners but the latter, being written 1 
by Heayenly inſpiration, is therefi ore 
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Truth itſelf, giving, an account of the be⸗ 
Sinning of the World, and the original 
of Man, and explaining the great deſign 
and, end of his creation, It alſo exten ls 


29411 } * 
5 our view beyond this rranfitory worl d, 


. and points out the Way to another, | 
that new Heaven and new Earth, wherein 2 
dwelleth Righteouſneſs. Study the Holy 5 
Scriptures, ſays one of the, acuteſt.mal- | 

mig in the ts ſcience l. W , 


747 4 * * ; f þ. , 
e 
R? of 44 


1/6 gee ao Pg bi 


"3 £7 36 F- 4 1 A 7 F: | + 1 * 
1 i 44 WE Ee 4 i 2 410 5 LA Vo FT. J 3 2 
: 3 | 4 } ah 8 * b 
2 * \ 
Fa 141 Wh | 4 un er- 
5 2 S2 £ ' T3 


7 
2 
— 4 — —— . ů F — — _ 


. 
R 
. 
. 
p 
. 
* 
8 4 A 4 3 
> 
eee ee ae Mea. re Rr EE 


r f 
— * 


— — > 


— —-—̃— x —ę—— ——— — 


—— ———— Seb 


— ——ä—— i — OS —2—ä—— : 2 


— —ů— — 


{ 


viii DEDICATION. 


underſtanding, as well as Chriſtian mhle 
ſophy; Study the Holy Scriptures, eſpe- 
— cially the New Teſtament; therein are 
ce © contained the words of , eternal life. 
«c © It has God for its Author, Salvation 
ec for its end; and Truth, haut, any 
« mixture of error, for its matter.“ 


Tbe Wein pages are an » Abridge- : 
ment of the Sacred Hiſtory, and intended 
to make the way plain and eaſy to it. 
They bring the Old and New 7 anent 
into a narrow compaſs, and are adapted to 
the underſtanding and capacity of all, 
in order to be more extenſi ively uſeful, 


5 If they prevent, in any meaſure, thoſe 


confuſed notions, which are apt to pre- 


5 vail upon reading the Scriptures in an irre- 


| gular deſultory manner; if they engage 
Py any, in their tender years, to inquire into 
the Goſpel of Truth with pleaſure and 

"underſtanding; the end will be anſwered, 


i and the labour Apply; e nied. - 
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This little book: is therefore, with ome 

deference and reſpect, offered to You, as 
the Fathers and Guardians of the Poor, 
for whoſe benefit it is more immediately 
deſigned: and it ſolicits Your protection 


5 


and patronage with a view to inſpire 


religious ſentiments, and to cultivate 


Truth and Virtue among mankind in 


general: I apprehend the moſt. poliſhed 
among both ſexes, as well as the Poor, 


may, receive great benefit from this little 
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Little obſervation. upon the preſent ſtate 
A of Religion will conyince us, That there 
is much more of the form than of the! power of 
it amongſt us; although we can have no doubt 


of our obligation, as far as our influence reaches, 
to promote the life and ſubſtance of it, and. to 


make mean real, inſtead of merely nominal 
Chriſtians. This, however, is not to be ex- 
pected without the knowledge and underſtan - 
ing of Religion; as it is founded i in light, and 


a a reaſonable ſervice.” It is neceſſary to know 
| "Chriſtianity, in order to receiye it; for im- 


provement, either in F aith or Practice, mult I 
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lf is IS an unhappy caſe, when they, who have 
the training up of the loweſt, but moſt nu- 


that important truſt; for there is reaſon to ap- 


prehend, that the failure in education ariſes 
not ſo much from the want of capacity in 
thoſe: who are to learn, as from the want of 


ſueill in thoſe who are to teach. To improve 


the underſtanding, and form the growing 


mind, is indeed a difficult ſcience: it re- 


quires a clear judgment, a diligent attention, 
and a prudent addreſs; inſtead of which, we 
generally find a great degree of ignorance, in- 


dolence, and inexperience. A maſter ſhould 
fully underſtand what he pretends to teach, 
and be capable of explaining, in free and eaſy. 
language, the books which he puts into the 


hands of his pupils. He ſhould cheriſh an 
affectionate concern for their welfare, and 
conſider how | much. their happineſs: depends 
upon the. faithful execution of his office, He 
mould make himſelf acquainted with their 
humour, their diſpoſition. and. talents, and 
2 bis conduct accordingly. He ſhould 9 
adapt; their leſſons and exerciſes to their ca- 
„ and, — x VO +" in a 1 
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e or verbal repetition of them, ſhould 
ſtudy, by all means, to convey meaning and 
ſentiment together with the n and _— | 
them 4 in the heart. 2 obbio6 
| The. infant 98 3 be 2 Ps gra; 
dually inſtructed z. ſome notions of Religion 
muſt be early inſinuated. into it; and the 
more Gmple and. conſiſtent theſe are, the more 
ſucceſs may be expected. The difficulty is, 
to find proper yet plain words to convey true 
ideas; to ſuit our expreſſions and addreſs to 
e temper and apprehenſion of children ; for 
no inſtruction can be profitable, if it be not 
comprehended, or if it weary, embarraſs, or 
miſlead them. * teacher cannot be too in- 
; telligible : be hould, e xplain every term and. 
phraſe which occurs; he ſhould not let a 
thought or a word paſs, till it by be underſtood; I 
f he ſhould clear (Every, ſtep. of the way as he 
proceeds, and lead. them on gently by e 
hand from one degree of knowledge. to. an- 
other,../ Te They may thus go on owly, but 1 
they. will 80 forward 17 and. Whatever 18 


| done, will be: well done. Short! frequent 1 
exerciſes, ſuited to their age and abilities, 
ie 1 
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make à deeper impreffon; and are more im- 

proving, than long heavy : taſks, which grow 

irkſome, to a degree even of diſguſt, and de- 
feat the end of the teacher. In the ſchool of 

Chriſt, as well as in any human ſcience, the 

buſtneſs muſt be done by inſenſible degrees; 

a little one day, and à little another ; "line 
upon line; and pretept upon Precept: thus they 
grow in knowledge, as they increaſe in ſtature, 

and become well-eſtabliſhed Chriſtians, ' Ae T2 
_ cording to the juſt and "beautiful obſervation 

of an excellent maſter v, „ the minds of chil.” 
«dren are like veſſels wich narrow necks, 

'F which receive but little liquor, when it is 

"poured upon them in abundance; but are in- 

«ſenſibly filled,” if i it is poured in gently, and 

80 "AS * were Kop. by drop. W nh 
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dg is better aber. to fix in th the ; 
minds of children what they read, than inter- 
rogating them frequently concerning it. For 
this purpoſe, it is recommended to the maſter | 
| = queſtion them at firſt upon the meaning of 
E words and . and alter 
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4 wards, according to their ——— to 
make them give an account of the moſt eaſy 
paſſages, and repeat the ſubſtance of a ſtory. 
In the doing of which, he ſhould point out the 
path, remove all difficulties | E their way, 
remind them of the moſt material circum- 
ſtances, and give them ſuch. aſſiſtance as 


717 


they and in need of, till, by cuſtom and dili- 


gence, they can do it without. Some pains 


| ſhould be alle taken 1 to encourage the curiof ty 


* % > © 


caſe es. thouſa be 0 fitisfied jovi 
and cheerfully, by clear and expreſs anſwers, 
and commended for their deſire of knowledge 
and information. It is eaſy to comprehend 
how uſeful. this ſort of exerciſe. may be to 
expand the mind, to enlarge the underſtanding, 


: fo ren ngthen the — and to im provy the 5 
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As ay language of facts i is more perſualive 
and powerful than that of words, great care 
thould be taken in explaining the ſtories of. the 


Bible, * im e * on the heart. 
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1 heſe. W to pleaſe W cen 
loweſt, capacity and dulleſt underſtanding, "Ind 
UE: noble ideas in every breaſt: but we 
Ft 14 nt be too cautious in ſevering the good 5 
from the bad part of an example; that the 
name of a man good in the whole may not 
be thought to juſtify any particular bad action. 
YT oper obſervations on the re which | 
are there ſet forth, the underſtanding and in- 
clinations of youth may be eaſily trained to 
goodneſs, and their memories enriched with 
_ rfu] incitements to it. They may be for 
e, the poutzgion. of falſe preju · 
Ls nd vicious cuſtoms; and be confirmed 
rtant W flag) zee ee, 
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he great art « of education 16, to beten the 


erneſs « of the work, . and. render 99 
5 phy and pleaſant. | 1. may be,  impoſf ſible 


77 5 totally to diveſt 3 youhg perſons of the — 
nion, That learning is labour; but w en it = 
is enlivened with variety, and the affections i: 


» 
e 14 1. E 


: are intereſted, knowleds ge ops pleaſant to 
the ſoul, and the min | Mir 
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PREFACE. un 


The cuſtom: of putüng che Bible into the 
hands of children, and requiring them to read 
difficult and obſcure paſſages, before they have 
the leaſt conception of the ſenſe of them, they 
will conſider as a burthenſome and grievous 
taſk, and acquire a diſlike to the book which 
it | ſhould be their greateſt joy to 'perule, 
Many have contracted a prejudice again it 1 in 
| por erg! "HO" has remained throug a l 


a4 rt. * Hr 84-743 136540 ent dark, is 126012 ant | 


x Tbe dedgn of this little Book is, to give 2 
generul idea of the hiſtorical and dodrinat 
parts of Secripture, in à plain "intelligible 
manner; to infuſe into the tender breaſt a 
taſte and reliſh for the Oracles of Truth, and 
to kindle and cheriſh a deſire of improving 
in ſpiritual knowledge. It is inclination which 
ſtirs up all the powers of human nature to 
| their proper exerciſe, and excites thoſe aſfer- 
tionate od Tara endeavours which caſure 
F Th cu bad of the mind, in the «ws 7 
5 b b its exiſtence,” depends on the. cim 
e the a it is do natural Ver them 
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xvii N R E H A C AE. 
to look with pleaſing expeQation upon their 
own offspring, and to direct them in the paths 
of a religious. education, from the very ſtate of 
infancy. We may with great propriety addreſs 
them in theſe terms: Haye you been the in- 
; firuments of their beings, and will you not ftrive 
to make that. being. agreeable and happy? Are 
| you anxious for the mere preſervation of their 
animal life, and. c can you neglet the nurture of 
their rational and ſpiritual part? Conſider, they 
are immortal creatures, committed to your 
eſpecial, and immediate charge, by the great 
> 16 ather 'of:all ; and it is your indiſpenfable duty, 
71 s far as it is in your power, to preſerve [the 
Precious truſt. You, are to watch the firſt 
1dawnings? of reaſonz and to form the riſing 
thoughts: to cultivate the underſtanding in its 
ttender ſtate, and impreſs religious truths upon 
© he. mind; to open every bloſſom of piety and 

goodneſs, and cheriſh, it to full mu. 
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'& You ſhould do this, by inftilling good ö in- 

2 ſtructions i in frequent and familiar converſation, 
aud enforęing thoſe inſtructions with the per- 
de argument of an uniform example; by 
Fa ee en to thoſe who aſſo- 
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ciate with them, and having, in the choice of 
their companions and ſervants, a principal re- 
gard to their diſpoſitions and morals. 


Nor let your care ſtop here; extend it to 
the choice of ſchools and maſters and let it be 
your determined reſolution, to give the prefer- 
ence to thoſe who, while they grace the under- 
4 ſtandings of their pupils with the knowledge of 
all human ſcience, make it an eſſential part of 
their employment to ground them in thoſe prin- 
ciples of our Holy religion, * which r 
everlaſting welfare depends.” 
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Art CHAP. I. 1 pay 


J. 


The CREATION of the WORLD. 5 


0 
Chriſt 
| 49%; 


and the earth, The great Creator him- 


Me this world and all. things in it began to 
we He made them at bis own pleaſure, at that 
ime, and in that männer, which he ſaw beſt 


and fitteſt for the wonderful work. —He created | 
the. Sun,, Moon, and Stars: he made the alf, ©: ty 
the earth, and the fea, and filled them with” 


various living creatures, birds, beaſts, and. fiſhes. 
He then formed man of the guſt of the prounfh, 
* Faun Fin Adam & ecauſe that word in 
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| N the beginning Ged 8 the heaven I : 


ſelf never had a beginning. God is from „ 
everlaſting to everlaſting. . But there was a me, 8 
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2 A CREATION.” 


Hebrew ſignifies earth or ground), and infuſed 
Into him the breath of life; ſo that he is related 
both to it and matter, and hath both united | 

' himſelf.” OY | ; 

n was not good, however, „r man to be OM ; 
to remain deſtitute of a rational companion : 
therefore the Almighty, having taken one 6f 
bis ribs, While he was ſleeping, made a wo- 
man of it, and ſhe became his wife. God pro- 
bably formed the woman in this peculiar man- 
ner, to remind huſbands and wives of their 
near relation, and the tender love which ought 

* always to ſubſiſt between them. Adam called 
- her Eve, that word ſignifying /ife, becauſe ſhe 
was to be the mother of all living. On the ſeventh 

day God reſted from his works; not that the 
creation was attended with any labour and fatigue 
to him ; but having finiſhed the things which he 
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then viewed them with pleaſure, and Pronounced 
them to be very good. | 
c What an idea of the power of God does 
. the creation give us! He only ſaid, Let there be 
ib, and there was lights He ſpake, and the 
> earth was made; the Heavens and all the hoſt of 


— He is as wiſe too, as he is powerful; 
the more we confider the beauty, the variety, 
and the uſefulneſs of the things which are made, 
the more clearly do. we ſee that they are the 


Intended to make at that time, he left off: He 


Vorks * the higheſt wiſdom and contrivance. 8 


, 4 them had their being by the breath of bis miuth.. 
| 


Nw £3 O Lord, 


he FALL of + MAN. 


O Lord, how manifold. are thy works 1 "in. wide: 
haſt thou made them all. — How great alſo is the 
goodneſs, of God!] It is owing to his free goods 
neſs that any creatures were formed; and Ait 
tender mercies are over all his works... In. him we 
 live,' and move, and have our being. Hie givath 
s all things richly to enjoy, and hath beſtowed. fugh 
luxe upen un, that we ſhandd be _— the Sore 
1 Ce. ; SW 24s * 

8 Who. can; ſuſleiently; * * W 
of. thy power, wiſdom, and goodneſs, O thau 
| all- creating and all · ſupporting God? 0h can 
utter all thy praiſe? Imprint upon my mind a 
deep; ſenſe of thine infinite excellences; and 

teach me, O thou Father of ſpirits, to love zhge 
with all my heart, to fear thee with the pro- 
ſoundeſt reverence, to put a ſteady truſt and 

confidence in thee, to worſhip thee, with a pure 

adoration, and to honour and obey thee: in the 
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A 255 Was bed ubs 150 Toit, _ 
I (1 with- powers of underſtanding and u, a 
ber the image: of God (for it is in theſe 
reſpects, that the ſcriptures: ſayʒ mm tut Maile 


in the image of Gn); he wa immediately place | 
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anheve ad many e his 
Maker's love, and was indulged in the free uſe 
of all the anne which ſurrounded Wen 


e, err e een 05 hemage to his 
Sovereign. He was forbidden to touch, the 


fruit of one tree, in the middle of the garden, 
which was called the Tree of knowledge; the 


- knowledge of Good and Evil; with a ſolemn 
ee een if he did . ity he 
_ _— dièhnmuen g t (Suni, un e +9 

Our firſt eee awhile) they e to 
God; enjoyed uninterrupted eaſe and happineſs; 


and, if they had preſerved their innocence in 


this ſtate of trial, would have been raiſed, in 
due time, from earth to heaven. But they un- 
\\gratefully broke the divine command; and 
ate the fruit of chat tree, which they were 
forbidden to eat. Thus /in entered into the 
world, and death by F ine The human conſtitu- 
tion was immediately debaſed and impaired, 

and a finful corrupt nature, ſubject to diſ- 


eaſe and death, was derived from Adam to all 
: his poſterity. 3 


What could be the es of eie 7 


What could induce. then to commit an act, 


by which'they forfeited their life and happineſs? 
and how could they be prevailed on to diſ 
2 their great Creator and BenefaQor?.- — 
It was by giving ear to evil counſel for the 


. the Kane: ee. of God and, Man, 
AAP. - 
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The FALL ef MAN. 5 
appeared in the form of a fiery Serpent, or, as 
ſome think the original word may be tandhiod; 
2 flaming Angel, like one of thoſe who at- 
| tended the Lord. He was originally an angel 
in heaven, but was caſt down for his pride and 

diſobedience; and is repreſented in ſcripture, 

as full of malice, envy, and deceit, ſeeking to 
ſpread miſery and ruin through: the world, by 
foggeſting evil thoughts, and tempting men to 
fin. With this dreadful deſign he accoſted Eue, 

and by artfully raiſing in her mind a fooliſh, 
wicked curioſity, and a deſire of happineſs above 
her ſtate, prevailed on her to taſte the forbidden 

fruit. She was pleaſed with the reliſh of it, 
and perſuaded her huſband to eat ſome too. 


Their eyes were immediately opened; they ſa m += 


their guilt and their wretchedneſs, and felt 


the ſtings and laſhes of an avenging con- 7 


fetence. The wicked are like the trouble fea, | 
when it cannot Teſt, "Whoſe" water's ou. E mire and 
be. Ann 

Before they had firmed, hep had 6 gra- 
ciouſly admitted to converſe with their Maker, 
and had unſpeakable delight in the ſacred inter- 
courſe ; but as ſoon as they had tranſgreſſed his 
command, ſhame and conſciouſneſs of guilt took 
palace; they were afraid of His looking on them, 
and when they heard the ſound of His preſence in 
the garden, endeavoured to hide themſelves from 


him. But, alas! there is no: darkneſs 3 Noe 
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6 THULE of "MAN: 


bitte 1BemJtors.' He called forth the — 
who*tried to excuſe thimſelves' by throwing the 
blame of their wickedneſs upon others. © Adam 


laid the blame of what he had done upon his wiſe; 
and Eve, on the other hand, accuſed the Ser- 


Pen. * Gad, however, is not macked; palliating 
excufes"are but as 4 ſpider's web; while an ho- 


nen conteſſi ion and fincere refolution of amend- 
ment will effectually recommend the ſinner to 
mercy, —He immediately pronounced ſentence 


ypon the offenders: but at the ſame time, to 


comfort them under their diſtreſs, gave Wenn A 
gracious intimation, that he would raiſe up in 
future time à deliverer, who ſhould bruiſe the 


ſerpent's head, and triumph over their malicious 


enemy He then drove them out of the garden of 
Paradiſe, and ſent them into a country towards 


the eaſt, where they were obliged to dig and 


labour for : their ſupport, till, they were worn 
out with old age and infirmities, and died. 


t We ſin againſt God, when we omit. to 0 
er he has required, or commit what: he hat 


Adam, and the expreſs declaration of his holy 
word: The foul, that finneth, all die: and the 
wages: of fin is death. This death conſiſteth, 


not merely in the ſeparation of the ſoul from 


| the body, but more eſpecially in the ſeparation 
- of the ſwul from the bleſſed preſence of God. 


* How great den js be Bat and folly of, 10 


forbidden: And we may judge of God's hatred 
againſt fin, by the puniſhment inflicted upon 
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thoſe, who make a Mock at ſin, and take pleaſure 
in that, which is ſo offenſive to their Creator, 
and productive of fo much. miſery !... O, let us 
all confeſs our offences at the footſlool of the 
Almighty; and with ſincere dependence on 
the great Mediator and Redeemer, who was 
but obſcurely reyealed to Adam, but who in 
theſe our days bath been manif? /t in the Hl, 
and. brought. life. and immortality to light, let us 
embrace the reaſonable and gracious terms of 
the new covenant; and reſolve by the divine 
aſſiſtance to cleanſe our hearts from the love of 
fin, to cheriſh an hatred and abhorrence of it, | 


os ta if rfirth ann e hali . „ 
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PAIN: and 340 6 two firſt fins 8 
and Zur (whoſe family was gradually in-, 
ereaſed), purſued very different employments. 
Abel tuus a keeper ſbeep, but Cain was a tiller 
F the ground. Their tempers were as different 
As their occupations. Abel was a lover of right - 
| 88 and obedient to his parents: but Cain 
was obſtinate and wicked; neither fearing God, 
nor loving man. It was uſual, in the infancy, 
of the world, to preſent oblations to God, the 


; 5 1 of 0PY, 8 8957 and, when: the bro- 
LIK 5) 5 Sarde; hd  thers ; 


8 CAIN ad ABEL. 


thers brought their offeritigs; Abe of the fen. 
lings of his flock, and Cain of the fuit of the 
ground; the ſacrifice of Abel, on account of 
his piety and goodneſs, was more acceptable to 
God, than the offering of Cain; and God bore 
witneſs to his gift, by ſome Vine token of 
his fayour. The Lord alſo condeſcended to 
reaſon with Cain, and to aſſure him, that if he 
would be good and righteous, he and his of- 
ferirg ſhould likewiſe be accepted. But, in- 
ſtead of reforming his behaviour and temper, 
he grew worſe and worſe ; he hated his bro- 
ther more and more; and at length his malice 
and anger became 15 violent, that he roſe up 
againſi Abel and flew him. He flattered himſelf 
that there was no witneſs of his guilt, and that no 
one would know it: FF But there is no ſaſety, 
except in innocence and virtue. Wherever we 
are, and whatever we do, we are under the 
immediate eye of God. — The Almighty Judge 
was a ſpectator of the crime, and afterwards 
<expoſtulated with him, Mphere is Abel thy brother? 
M hat haft thou done? ' The vice of thy brother's 
Blood crieth from the,” ground. He then pro- 
mounced judgment upon the murderer; upon 
Which Cain removed with his wife and chil- 
cdren from his habitation; and having wandered 
2 5 from place to place, as a fugitive and a vagabond, . 
| 
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at length ſettled in the land of Nod: but be ES 
Mill carried the mark of his guilt along WI. 


1 him: He: was > exed with the eee of co. . 


# 
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teiende within, and misfortunes without 47 and 
walked upon earth a woful ſpectacleʒ labouxing. 
under the diſtemper of a eee Jpirits > which. : 
no medicine can cure 
Learn from the wickedneſs ak miſe of. 
Cain, to correct and regulate, your own life. 
Do not content | yourſelf | with the mere out- 
ward forms of devotion, but liſt up your heart 
with your hands unto the Lord. Guard care- 
5 fully againſt the firſt apprgaches of hatred and 
malice, leſt they ſhould increaſe, upon you by. 
degrees, and; hurry you into. the moſt ſhocking 
exceſſes.” An angry man flirreth up Arife, anda 
Joris 10 man W wt in ee une 5 Rab oh 
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ebe 6 0b was. "eaſt" 0 Loinfort 7 
3570. and Eve for the loſs of Abel, by gi 
ing t tem another ſon, whom' they" ealted* K. | 
— Mb pes, who wrote this" accdiink,' bas not 
given us the names of all the chiſdren of am * 
for he intended only to ſet forth "the. crentions 
and fome remarkable events, and to point out t the 
particular family from which the Saviour of the 
world was to ariſe. The defcendents of Seth 
were ſo eminent for ken, _ der 
ia £4 5 | ; B 88 that 


= The F L o O D. 


that they were called the fons of Godt and one 
of at Enoch, was fo beloved by the Al. 
mighty, that he was taken up into heaven; 
without ſuffering the pains of death: but the 
family of Carn being impious and corrupt, were 

called, by way of e the Vent and gy 

wp of nen. 

. After 2 Jong. courſe of t time; bowerer, the 
deſcendents of Seth alſo neglected the worſhip 
and fervice of the great Creator; and being 

allured by the beauty of the women who 
were of the race of Cain, gave themſelves up 
to the full indulgence. of ſinful appetites, till 
all fleſh: had corrupted its way upon the earth, 
aud every imagination of the thaughts of the heart 
was only evil continually. But when, inflead 
2 ing reclaimed by the warnings of divine 
eance, and led to repentance by the 
St forbearance of God, they grew worfe and 
worſe, more and more abandoned, he at length 
_ reſolved to execute his juſt judgment upon them, - 
"nnd ie Airex the world of the eee, 
| waters. 08 
But n 1 
| =” 1 bah tt a Jul. man, and walked with Gad; he ; 
9 n. Alligent in the diſcharge of his duty both 


towards God and towards man, | and.therefgre 
= God was pleaſed to ſave him from the general! 
= deſtruction; and not only bim, but for his fake, 
EE. is wife, and -his three ſons, and their wives. 
Fo this purpoſe he commanded | him to makes 
1 AF. | . 


v 5 « 
+ : p 8 


** veſt, called an 4rk, after. 2 1 
plan; and, when it was completed, He ſhut up 
and eee in it, him and bis family, and ſame 
of every living thing of all fleſh, with Proper pro- 
viſion for their ſubſiſtence. 5 


* As ſoon as this was done, the food came 
840. on with great violence: In the very ſame 
day, all the fountains of the great deep were 
broken up, and the windows (or floodgates) of 
beaven were opened; fo that the waters, in a ſhort 
time, prevailed exceedingly upon the earth, and all 
the high hills, which were under the whole heavens, 
were covered, The wretched inhabitants began 
to feel the truth of thoſe threatenings which 
they had laughed at and deſpiſed. They no 
doubt lifted up their hands to heaven, and cried | 
out to God for help; but, alas! all was vain. 
The ſentence was gone forth; judgment had 
taken hold of them; the Wigiu waters poured 
upon them on every 10 and nothing was * * 
"ſeen ut vengeance and deſtrution; n. 
t By the word of God, faith St. Peter, 1. - 
AL Mae tot eee aha 


on But the heavens and the earth which 


re u1W, by the ſame word, are kept in forth, re- 
* Jerwed write fire againfi the day of judgment." What 
"manner of 'perfons therefore va tue o &s i = 05 
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mercy. Though the deſtruction by the 
flood was fo general and extenſiveq yet he pre- 
ſervedia ſmall remnant of the human race; from 
2 whom a new generation was to be raiſed. The 
= Ark floxted ſafely from place to place upon the 
= - waters till God cauſed them gradually to de- 
cteaſe : at length it reſted upon Mount Ararat ; 
and ſome time after, when the earth was in a 
proper ſtate for their habitation, he directed Noah 
to go out of the Ark; and to take his family 
and all the creatures with him. As ſooh as 
they had ſet their feet upon land, Mob raiſed 
an altar to the Lord, and they offered Yactifices, 5 
pouring forth thanks to the Almighty for their 
Wonderful preſervation; God was pleafed with 
this mark of pious gratitude, and eſtabliſhed a 
covenant with Noah and his children, that he 
would not any more deſtroy the world bye 
flood; and added this gracious promiſe, while 4 
the — remaineth, ferd-time and harveſt, cui 
a2 and heat, ſummer and oy day e Jul : 
a. 
= He, then appointed. the Rainbow to. be an 


 evclaſting tc token 1 «his covenant and promiſe. 2 
: 1 Pe, „ 8 | e T1t 5 „ 15 


— = ſs "if nl famil) V, of 


It compaſſeth the heaven *vithi'a glorious: circle, and 
the hands: of the :Moft: High baue bended it. He 
likewiſe: regewed:(to:Nvah the bleſſing, which 
he had given to Adam' at the beginning, of a 
dominion over the earth, and all the creatures 
init; and added the privilege of killing any of 
them ſor faod; Noab lived three hundred and 
fifty years after the flood ; and: it was not to be 
doubted, but that he took great care to train up 
his children and his deſcendents, which were 
ſoon multiplied upon the earth, in the way of 
piety and holineſs. He was certainly: well qua- 
lifted to promote the knowledge and practice of 
religion, and to inſtruct mankind concerning 
the attributes and perfect ions of God, a govern 
ing Providence, the Fall of Man, and the pro- 
. miſe of a Redeemer and, Deliverer, of vrhich 
gtacious promiſe Noah. was now become the 
heir, and through him it was to be handed down. 
to eee ee FT 
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PE Ys of Waß were "Faber, Stink © 
and Ham; whoſe deſcendents ſoon be- 
came fo numerous, that 1 Hep Le not live to- 


| OH? "in "Ro Ou 


plan of government: and therefore many of 
them reſolved to form themſelves into a ſeparate 
ſodiety, and to remove into ſome other country. 
| Accordingly they left their great anceſtor \Noahb 
(ho is ſuppoſed. to have. been the founder of 
the Chineſe empire), and journeyed from the 
_ eaft, till they came to a pleaſant and fruitful 


plain, in the land of Shinar. There they deter- 
kabitation ; and ſoon become 
ing ambitious of entering into a larger ſcene of 
action, and eſtabliſning a powerful kingdom, 
they began to build a very high tower: but what 
they, in their fond conceit, intended to be a 


mined to fix thei 


monument of their fame and power, was mm 
a monument of their pride and folly. F 


>} 


| while: they were at work, God produced die 
verſe languages among them: though they re- 
tained the power of ſpeaking, yet he cauſed 
them to expreſs their thoughts by new ſounds, 
ſo that they could not underſtand one another. ; 
This ſudden change excited ſuch a tumult and 
confuſion among the builders, that they were 
obliged to leave their work unfiniſhed. After 


which, having quitted Babel, in different par- 


ties, according as they underſtood each other's 
language, they ſettled in ſeparate countries; and 


gradually, as they increaſed, they ſpread more 


and more, till the human race was 9 over 


be face of the earth. 


"37 The meaſures of aur "coin ſhould * 


formed by a _ to the Divine Will, and not 
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. by our own 
unt not cad foo man. It has frequently hur- 
ried perſons into the moſt fatal miſoonduct, and 
indeed into deſtruction. God reſleth tbe proud, 
but giveth grace unto the humble. He that er- 
alteth himſelf fhall be ae rg * "ow that CR 
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The CALL: of ABRAM:" 18 


vain whims: and fancies. "Pride 


The, CALL of ABRAM, 


85 


Fo HE family of Shem, from which the great 


Redeemer was to come, ſettled at Us, in 
Chaldea : : but the principles of true religion 


ſoon decayed upon the earth; the belief and 
| worſhip of the one Supreme Being gradually 


degenerated, and the world in general was at 


length over-run with idolatry and wickedneſs. 
2 But Abram, the ſon of Terah, a deſcendant of 


Tb was remarkable for his aadertbanding and 
core Piety; and therefore the Almighty. called 


| Chriſt him out of Ur, when he was ſeventy-five 


ou years of age. Accordingly he went with 


his father, and Sarai his wife, and his nephew 


into Haran; 3 from whence, after the death 
of Terab, by the divine direction, he removed 
o the land of Canaan, He was taken from 


s 


5 | his enuntpy gg father's houſe, that he might bs 
he 1 [ peculiar nations whom God de- 


W 


N 


26. The DESTRUCTION »f 80DOM. 


ſigned to train up in the knowledge and worſhip 
of himſelfi and the promiſe of a Saviour: and 
Gad encouraged and comforted him in the un- 
dertak ing by a ſolemn aſſurance, that he would. 
bleſs him, and make him a great nation; {will 
mite of thee, ſays He, à great nation; and in thee. 
en een en a ons . be e oben. - 


<5 : 'S | ct 3 
20 * 1 . 4 110 2765: 24 2 f # by AN 


mon 


7 p - gr 
CH A P. VIII. gitivsd 


n. DESTRUGTHON 4p 90 D aud 
CECE 


180 F rn 190 FD bit $35 24d 39 elt bt. 
1 RAM and Lit lived together, with their 
, families, in the land of Canaan-. They 
were eminent examples ef piety and holineſs; 
therefore God loved them and bleſſed them. 
At length their berds and Hocks increaſed. ſo 
much, that there Was not ſufficient room in 
the place where they dwelt: and debates aroſe 
between their ſervants about convenient paſ- 


| tutage. Upon which ram, with; great con- 


2 deſpenſion and humility, propoſed, to Lot, that - 


7 they ſhould part; an offered him the choice, TY 


7 either to continue where he then Was, or to re- 
move to another place. Ho honourable is 
this condeſcenſiôn in Aram to his nephew Lot l. 


And how powerfully does it We wen 80 us 


141. e eee und the love of . 15 
| Lot choſe the plain ß J 
" TO: 4 25 
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1— „ 
and pitehedchis tent near Sodom; but he hadtnot 
been ſettJed there many years,: when -Chedoria- 
omer, king of Elam in Hera, brought an army 
againſt the king of Soden, who had rebelled 
againſt him and, having over- run. ſeveral 
kingdoms about the land of Ganaan, carried 
away much ſpoil, and many captives, among 
whom were Lot and his family. Abram was 
immediately informed of what was done, and 
Having. armed his trained ſervants, purſued the 
enemy; attacked them by ſutpriae in the night, 
reſcued all the captives, and brought back Lot 
and his goods to his former habitation. 44 a2 
ni Tne inhabitants of FSodam and Gemorrah 
: Chat were however. ſo loſt to all ſenſe of reli- 
e gion, and fo given up to impure luſts; that 
God eſolyed to deſtroy them. But at the ſame 
time that ne manifeſted ſuch an abhorrence of 
ſin and. wiekedneſs, he ſhewed a.diſtinguiſhing _ 

regard to eminent piety; and goodneſs; by ſend- 
ing two angels for the preſervation of Lore = 
Angels wicket eee kind of beings, ſu- 
perior to men: they are repreſented as doing 
| the commandments of God with unwearied* 
alacrity and diligence; and are ſaid to be . 
niſtring ſpirits ſent forth to ene for — 
who Hull br treirs of ſalvation. 1117 eg 
The two angels came to Lot in ese F 

| abe of men; and, as he ſuppoſed them to be 
travellers, he een in a _— 
arne f Ye „„ ho- 


[ 
! 
i 
{ 
f 
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Goh was pleaſed with the piety and vie- 


him an exceeding great reward. 
deſirous of — a ſon, in preference: mel 


3 


hoſpitable manner; c They were: Arungers, and 6 
he dbl then in They ſoon acquainted him, that 


they were ſent to exeeute vengeance upon Somù²mqm 


and Gomornub for their aggravated iniquities, 
and to reſeue him and his family from the dread- 


ful ruin! They accordingly” too Lot and his 
wife and his two daughters; and, having led 
them out of the city, charged them to flee from 
the danger without the leaſt delay. But, as 
they went towards Zoar, the wife of Lot, either 

out of à vain eurioſity to ſee what became of 

the place, or a fond deſire of returning to ner 
old: habitation, Troked, or turned back; for which | 
ſhe became 4 pillar of alt, as hard And durable. 
as ſtone; a laſting monument of folly and diſ- 

obedience.— Then Cod font fire and brimſlone 
out 'of heaven upon Sodom and Gomorrah, and 
the ſmoke of the country "went up as the ſmoke' of 
4 furnace. He overthrew the cities, and all the 
inhabitants ; and made them an NI | to _ 
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earthly bleflings and rewards; and with great 
humility expreſſed ſome unea ſineſs before the 
Lord, becauſe he was as yet childleſs, and had 
only Eliaaer, the ſteward of his hauſe, to ſuc- 
ceed him: upon which God promiſed, that a 
ſon of his o] ſhould be his heir, and that his 
race ſhould, be as the ſtars in multitude. 
Some years afterwards God renewed his cove- 5 


nant with Abram, and changed his name to 


Arabam, becauſe (according to the meaning of | 
the word) he was to be 1 father of many na 
tions; and he. changed the name of Sarai, which 
ſignifies ny princeſs, to Sarah, which bgnifies 
_ the princeſs. in a large and extenſive ſenſe, ac 
f cording to the promiſe of God, - ſhe ſhall be a 
mother (or princeſs) of nations ; kings of people 
. Hall be. o of her. The Almighty at the ſame 


time aſſured him, that Sarab ſhould have a ſen, | : 
who ſhould be called Iſaac, and that he w/ 


 eflablih his covenant with him, and that all - 


people of the earth ſhould be bleſſed through him : 5 


the meaning of which was, that his deſcendents | 


ſhould be heirs of the great univerſal promiſe, 


and a perſon ſhould ariſe from them, who would 


be the Saviour of the world, and a abe N to all 
i nations. IP 4, 3 

Sarah,. 3 a the. was. now: grown, 
old; placed very little dependence upon this pb 
miſe, and even laughed at it within herſelf; for 
0 which the Lord rebuked her. But Abraham 


2 ce forthe: performance of His 


Ls 


HAOHR, and'I$ HMAEL. 


bu TROY which never fails ; being filly perſuaded, | 
that what God had promiſed bits Was * able: alſo 10 I 
ern,, e 
The time appointed at length came, and Sara 
brought forth a ſon, who was called Iſauc. This 
was an occaſion of great joy; and he proved an 
inereaſing comfort and blefling to his aged parents; 
for as he grew in years and ſtature, he improved 
in knowledge and goodnefs; becauſe Abrabam 
commanded his: children and his houſehold to wep the 
way of the Lord, to ds juftice and judgment. 
t Parents, bring up you? childyn in the nurture 
and aamonition of the Lord : Train them up in the 
way they ſhould go, and when 7 are e old, they 
wait not depart from it. 
Children, Bonour and obey your parents; 9 for this 
is well pleaſing unto the Lord; and it ſhall be welE 
: ot Jay nor in hag KN and'in the next. $ 2 


5 1 K * 


Py < pM. 
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HAGAR and ISHMAEL. 


HEN ſome years had paſſed after hs 
77% firſt promiſe of 'a"ſon' to Abraham, and 
10 Sarah ſtill continued childleſs, ſhe gave 1p all 

expectation of becoming a mother berſelf, and 
concluded; that the promiſed heir was to, be 
born of another woman. She therefore per- 
f ſuaded her huſband to take; Hagar, her hand-. 
mai 08 a . | 1 50009 became proud. upon 
| . | | | 8 8 
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this. change of her condition, and treated. her. 
miſtreſs, with contempt and inſolence; and af. 


ter the birth of age, 1/hmael looking upon 


him, ) as;; the. promiſed; heir, with. an envious, 
and jealous eye, made à mock and deriſion of 
him. At this behaviour Sarab Was ſo offended, 


that The: importuned Abraham to exclude fla- 
gar and her ſon from the family; and, when 


the father was in great perplexity upon the octa- 
ſion, the Lord confirmed the requeſt of Sarah, 
and directed him to ſend away the mother and 
the ſon; promiſing, that &mazl ſhould become 
a nation, but attbe eee os 
Lade his ſeed ſhould be called. 0 
There was a great Fan ene e 
the. Apoſtle Paul, between theſe ſons: for 1h- | 
mal, the ſon of Hagar, the bond-woman, was 
born. only according to the fleſh, in the com- 
mon courſe of nature; but Iſaac was. born, by 5 
virtue, of the promiſe, ang by the interpoſition 
. of divine. power. Tbey repreſent to us the 
two covenants of the Law and the Goſpel : the 
former is a ſtate of bondage and ſervility; the 
latter, s a ſtate of. freedom and glorious privileges: | 
The. miniftration-of Moſes was weak, and unpro-, 
table, when compared with the, Goſpel, which 5 
is, the miniſtration of righteouſneſs, of, lifes, and 
_ the ſpirit, and. the difference, between, the Jewith, | 
74 3nd the Hul ſtate is like that between child- 4 
1 Nang de dernen, N and ſub- 
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ftayorSbeviveen, bondage and Ii liberty. Ting How 

thankful then ſnould we be to God, that we are 
the children of the free- woman, called under 
the liberal and happy diſpenſation of the Goſ- 
pel, and made heits of the bleſſings of the cove- 
nan through the promiſed ſeed, in whom it was 
declared, that e e e 
1 nr 3 ; 


Tur Khighty was pleaſed to FW ee 
trial of the faith and obedience of Abraham; 
or rather to manifeſt them more fully to the 
world, and make him an illuſtrious pattern to 
all poſterity. He eommanded him to take Iaac, 
when he was about twenty-five years of age, 
and offer him for a burnt-offering, upon mount 
Moriab. Severe as the command was; though 
| Jfaac'was his fon, his only ſon, whom he loved 
wich all the affection of a tender father; though 
he was the very ſon, of whom it was expreſsly 
ſaid, in Haac hall thy ſeed be called; he readily 
_ complied with it. He reafoned with ' himſelf, 
that God who had given him, as it were by a 
miracle; when in the courſe of nature there was 
. . dew of ——— . 1 


15 TA A1 


The PAITH of ABRAHAM. 23 


| from the dead: and therefore, being Aftrong in 
Faith, he flaggered not. He roſe early the next 
morning, and took Iſaac to the mountain; the 
fatal knife was in his hand, his ſon lay panting 
upon the altar, and he was juſt giving the deadly 
ſtroke, when an angel ſtayed his hand. As he 
looked round in ſurprize, he ſaw a ram caught 
in a thicket, 'which having ſeized, he offered for 
a burnt-offering, inſtead of his ſon, For this 
great act of faith and truſt in the Supreme 
Being, Abrabam was honoured with the glo- 
rious name of father of the faithful; and God 


immediately renewed his promiſe to him, that 


he would bleſs him very abundantly, and mul- 


tiply his family; In thy ſeed (laid he) a ol 
the nations of the earth be ble Yea, becauſe thou ba 
yes my voice. „ n 
t We are taught, by thin e of ae) 
aun 00 love God above every thing upon 
earth, and to reſign with a willing mind, our 
fortune, our children, our. deareſt comforts, 
whenever he calls for them. We cannot but 
obſerve farther, that this particular action, re- 
quired from Abrabam, was a remarkable type or 
repreſentation of what was done afterwards, as 
is ſuppoſed, upon the ſame mountain; and ſeems 
intended to point out to him, and to ſueceeding 
generations; the particular method by Which 


God propoſed to redeem mankind, by offering 
up his only! OOF N Mod on 
a Pe 
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3887 H E peace 1 | profperi ty of Me- 
41859. ham were in a few years diſturbed by 
the death of Sarab, whom he buried in the cave 
of Machpelah; after which, conſidering that he 
was far advanced in years, and being deſirous 
of ſeeing his ſon Iſaac happily married, he ſent a 
faithful ſervant into Meſopotamia, to ſeek a wife 
for him among his own Kindred ; for he did not 
' approve of the women of that country in which 
he lived, becauſe they were idolaters. The 
ſervant, being guided by Providence, brought 8 
home Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel, the ne- 
phewiof Abrahams and Tjaac took her to wife. 
(The good old man ſaw them flouriſhing in 
pefore plenty and happineſs, and at length having 
n. quitted this world to go to God, whom 
2 he had faithfully ſerved, be Was end in 
the-rave, near his beloved Sarah. {32s 
Some time after: the death of ben ham, 
à ſevere famine raged through the land of 
Canaan; and 1faac, in order to avoid the diſ- 
ftreſs, went unto; Gerar, ii in bis way. towards 
Egypt: there the Lord appeared unto him, and 
* him to * in that land, aſſuring : 
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him that he would exceedingly increaſe both his 
family and his poſſeſſions, and renewing to him 
that grand promiſe of the Meſſiah, In thy ſeed 
Holl all the nations of the earth be bleſſed. 
There he ſowed corn, and received in the 
ſame year an hundred fold; and his ſervants and 
cattle increaſed in ſuch abundance, that the 
Peqple envied his proſperity, and began to fear 
bis power: therefore Abimelech, their king, in 
order to ſatisfy his ſubje&s, deſired him, in a 
| friendly manner, to leave the- city, and ſeek out 
_ ſome other habitation. Accordingly 1ſaac te- 
tired to the valley of Gerar, and afterwards re- 
: moved to Beer ſheba, where he fixed his conſtant | 
. abode, and built an altar to the Lord. Ki 
. ſac and Rebekah had two ſons, who were 
named Eſau and Jacob. Eſau, the eldeſt, was 
a cunning hunter, but Jacob was a plain man, 
of a gentle diſpoſition, and employed himſelf 
in domeſtic affairs. One day, Eſau returning 
from the fields very hungry and tired, earneſtly - 
defi red ſome pottage, which Jacob was prepar- 
ing for himſelf; Jacob aſked him for his Birtb- 
right | in exchange. Now the particular bleſſing 
of his father Tſaac, and the ſpecial promiſes 
of God concerning the land of Canaan, and 
the deſcent of Chriſt, were annexed to bie 
5 birthright : but Eſau, being wholly given- up 
to hunting and ſporting, | and of” a looſe pro- 
5 fane diſpoſition, ſet little value upon it, and 
© "_ exchanged it for the mes of pottage, 
2 og e 5 Which 
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3 he ſo greedily longed for. r Thus alſo | 
does every unthinking ſinner; he ſells his birth», 


; right r à meſs of pottage, and a morſel of meat 


for preſent momentary gratifications, he gives 
up the bleſſing of his heavenly Father, and 


parts with his eternal portion in the en of: 


glory. e * 

Aſter ſeveral years, Iſaac, whio! was igno- 

rant of the contract between his ſons, being very 
old and blind, and apprehending that his death 


was near, ſent Eſau to get ſome veniſon, and 
dteſs it; with a promiſe, that after he had eaten, 


he would give him his bleſſing. Rebebabh heard 
the words of 7/aac; and having an Wr, 
affection and fondneſs for Jacob, ſhe dreſſed a 


Lid with ſavoury ſauce, and covered his neck 


and hands with the ſkin of the kid, becauſe 
Eſau's hands were hairy, and ſent him to 


his father. Iſaac was deceived by theſe means z F 
and miſtaking Jacob for e gave him . 


bleſſing. 
As ſoon as Jacob was gone out from the; pre- 
ſence of his father, Eſau returned; and having. 


8 5 found that his brother had gained the bleſſing, . 
be cried out, Is he not rightly named Jacob : N 


(chat is, 4 ſupplanter ; ) for he hath ſupplanted me 
twice he. took away my birthright, and now. 
He. hath taten away my bleſſing. — Stung with 
penitent remorſe for his folly, be intreated his 


faber, ba/t thou but one biaſinę? leſs me, even ns 
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late; therefore he is ſaid to find no place of repent- . 
ee, though he i ſought it carefully with tears for 


the bleſſing was given to Jacob, and not to be 


5 recalled; I have * — wm ones yea, and 
he ſhall be bleſſed. 


Rebekah and Jab are not to be dense 


= deceiving Iſaac : & The method purſued by 


them, in order to obtain the _blefling, appears 


inconſiſtent with truth and koneſty; for' we 


ſhould never tell lies, whatever advantage may 


be expected from them. But the bleſſin g¾as 


intended for Jacob, by the fovereign purpoſe of 
God: and Rebekah knew it; for it had been re- 


vealed to her, before her 7955 were born, that 
the younger ſhould be preferred to the elder : not- 


withſtanding which, inſtead of deceiving and 


2 
f 
7 


impoſing upon her huſband, in this matter, ſhe 5 F 


ſhould have waited patiently, till God had been 
pleaſed to bring it about in his own time and 
in his own manner. He thougut | proper, hows. . 
ever, to ſuffer the blefling to paſs in this manner: 
He over- rules the ſchemes and contrivances. 
of ſhort-ſighted mortals, and makes them ſub- AR 


ſetvient to his own wile and ene A 
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293 E SA U was full of reſentment and 


1760. fury againſt Jacob for having de- 
| prived. him of his birthright and bleſſing, and 
threatened” to kill him. He did not, remember. 
the ſad ſtory of Cain, who flew his brother 
Abel, and. the grievous puniſhment inflicted 
upon him for that crime, But Rebekah, having 
been informed of his threats, in order to pre- 
vent the miſchief, perſuaded Iſaac. to ſend Ja- 
cob to  Padan-aram, to get a wife — Mp 
relations. | en 
"Accordingly Jacob, having received the: di- 
rection and bleſſing of his father, ſet out upon 
bis journey, and, at a place called Lux, in the. 
Land of Canaan, as he was ſleeping i in a field, 
with his head upon a ſtone, he dreamed and. 
aw a great ladder, which reached from earth, 
| to'heaven; and the angels of God. aſcended and 
 deſeended upon it. God himſelf appeared above 
- the ladder, and promiſed to give him the land, 
Whereon he lay ; ; that he would be with, him, aud, 


: F 2, him 3 be went 3 5 that wit s eee 
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Jacob, as ſoon as he awaked, with awful re- 
verence and pious. gratitude, ſet up the flone 
upon which he flept, and poured oil upon it, 
and called the name of the place Bethel, that 
is to ſay, the houſe of God. He then purſued 
his journey, till he arrived at the houſe of Laban, 
the brother of Rebekah, who entertained him ; 
with great kindneſs. Laban had two daughters». | 
Tieab and Rachel. Jacob ſoon ſhewed a particu- 
lar affection for the -youngeſt ; and, being de- 
ſirous of marrying her, agreed with her father 
to'take care of his flocks, as a ſhepherd, ſeven 

| years for her. But at the expiration. of the 
time, Laban, by an artifice, obliged him to 

_ marry Leah; and excuſed it by ſaying, it muſt | 

not be ſo done in our country to give the y younger 
| before the fit. born he promiſed however to 
give him Rachel alſo, if he would ſerve him ſroen | 
| other years. To this Jacob readily agreed, and 
took alſo Rachel to wife, In thoſe days, be- | 
ceauſe there were but few inhabitants in the 5 
world, men had more wives than one, and near 75 
relations were married to each other; but, as 
the world became more populous, this practice 
was reformed, au afterwards ſuch N | 


* were forbidden. VVV 1 
The prudent he induſtrious. management of 1 


8 Jacob was ſo favoured by Providence, that every 
thing which he took in hand proſpered. His 
family alſo inereaſed; he had twelve ſons and 
een called Dinah ; the two youngeſt 
b ko OY. „ ſons, 
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ſons, "Joſeph and Benjamin, were born of his 
beloved wife Rachel. Being deſirous of mak- 
ing ſome proviſion for his children, he pur- 
poſed to return to his father's houſe ; but La- 
ban, having experienced the goods effeds of Ja- 
cob 's paſt care, engaged his further fervice by 
giving him a hare of the cattle. After which the 
ſubſtance of Jacob increaſed exceedingly, ſo 
that he became maſter of many flocks and 
herds. The hand of the diligent maketh rich. 
At length, perceiving that Laban was envi- 
ous of his proſperity, and that his countenance 
was not towards him as before, he reſolved to oe 
part from him; and accordingly ſet out in a 


private manner with his family, and all that he 2 
bad. Laban however followed and overtook . 


bim; but, after ſome expoſtulation, a covenant of 
peace was made between tho, and they n I 
in friendſhip, 1555 | 

As Zacob purſued his way, he recollected the 
anger of his brother Eau, (who then lived at 
Mount Seir, in the land of Edom,) and there 
fore ſent a kind conciliating meſlage to him; 
but the meſſengers ſoon returned with the 
alarming news, that Eſau was coming o meet 
Vin zonth four hundred men. Being afraid of his 
brother's reſentment, and anxious for his ten- 
bet family. he applied to Him, 0h alone is able 
ie ſve, and prayed earneſtly for deliverance. The 
Almighty was pleaſed to give him a ſign or to- 
Nona oy the ſucceſs of bis rarer; ; for he ſent an 


: angel | 7 85 
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angel, who wreſtled with Jacob, and permitted 
him to prevail: upon which the angel ſaid, 
thy name ſhall be called no more Jacob, but Iſrael ; 
for as a prince haſt thou power with God, and 
 evith men alſo ſhalt thou prevail. The word 
Iſrael literally fignifies a one f . or er 
we with God. f 
Jacob divided his flocks into ſeveral parts, and 
fans ſome before him, with inſtructions to his 
' ſervants, that, upon meeting Eſau, they ſhould 
offer them as preſents in bis name, and ſpeak 
in a gentle and reſpectful manner to him. e A 
oft anſwer turneth away wrath.—T he heart of 
Eſau was melted into peace and love by this 
kind reſpectful conduct; he ran to meet Jacob 
with all the affection of a brother, embraced 
and kiſſed him; and after ſome friendly conver- 
ſation they parted. 2 Apen a man's ways pleaſe 
the Lord, he maketh | even his anemies to be at peace 
5 with him. 15 
Jacob journeyed to > RR 5 4 nd froth gebe 
to Salem, where he built an altar to God, 
While he abode there, his daugbter Dinab, 
. out of a ſilly. curioſity to ſee the young women 
of that country, and the faſhions. of the place, 
_ went to a great feſtival at Shechem; where her. 
beauty captivated a young prince, named She. 
chem, who carried her away by force, and de- 
filed her. The young man indeed would after- 
Nee e ones; her; but her brothers 
e e eee, + -117-0) ABER. 
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li the injury to ſuch a degree, as to. kill 


O41 


' Sbec em. and the men of the city, and to take 

the women, and children captives. Jacob was 

grieved at this furious and cruel. proceeding. of 
his ſons; and; from an apprehenſion that the 
inhabitants of the land would revenge it upon 
his family, removed his habitation 35 and went, | 
by the direction of: God, to Bethel; and from 


4 thence to his father, to the city of Hebr on, in 5 


the plain of Manne; where, about fiſteen, years 
after wards, Aſaac, being one hundred and eighty. 
.YEATS old, died, and was neee: 


ener Jacobs, N wh Yelp on ah om tee rg 
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| Before © 08 EPE was 1 3 of 


Chriſt 


rg. , Faceb; becauſe he was the eldeſl ſon of 
Bis "I Rachel; be loved him more than all his 
»&bildren. This partial affection of his father, 
5 and a dream, which he related to his brothers, 
dienoting that his condition in the world wout 


be higher than theirs, made him the object of 0 


their end and hatred. Therefore ont day, when 


they were feeding their flocks, and ſa w Je 
ey _=_ en an 5 
33 , 
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| the dreamer, let us zill bim. Being 1 20 uaded, 


however, by Reuben from Meese hi lood, | 


they ſtripped him, and threw him into 2 Pit; 


buͤt ſeeing ſome merchants, who were at that 


time providentially paſſing by into Zeype, they 5 


drew him up, and ſold him to them. oo 
"Which they ſtained his coat with blood, 4 


Tarfied it to Jacob, ho concluded from . | 


that his ſon was devoured by 2 wild beaſt; and 
he: put on "ſackcloth, and mourned for hich 
many days. Joſepb, in the mean time, was car- 
ried into Egypt, and ſold to Potiphar, an officer 


of diſtinction under Pharaoh the king; where 
the Lord made all that he did to proſper, ſo that 


he found favour in the ſight of his maſter, who 
made him overſees of his houſe, and put all that 
he had into his hands... But his blooming hopes 


of happineſs were ſoon blaſted ;. for the wife of 
Potiphar,. burning with impure deſire, endea» 
voured to draw him into ſin; he was how- 
ever too good to yield to her ſolicitation, and 
ſaido to her, oro can ¶ ſin againſt G -Aiid en nl 
__ When ſhie preſſed him more earnaſtiy he. re- 4 
ſolutely fled from the temptation. Full of in- 


dienstion at this ontempt of her, ſhe ac 


cuſed him falſely to her huſband ; and, F. 


dar too teadily believing ooh the ul oe 


bim into o prilgn. . But the ; £0 
nb, ir .ithg, dungeon ; 9 
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ouſly,” and entruſted him with the care the | 


priſoners. 


It ene, that the chief baker and chi chief 
butler of Pharaob, who were in the ſame pri- 
ſon, dreamed each a dream; and Joſaph inter- 


preted their dreams to them; foretelling, that, 


at the expiration of three days; the baker would 


be hanged on a tree, and the butler be reſtored 


to his place: then, added he to the butler, 


_think on me, and ſhew kindneſs, I pray thee, and 


take me out of this houſe. As he had foretold, ſo 


it came to paſs. to But pomp and pleaſure are 
apt to divert the mind from the obligations of 


gratitude; the butler, in the midſt of his pro- 


ſperity, forgot his pes ens, the e 
in priſon. 


Some time after, Pe had two EIN 3 


; be faw feven fat cows deyoured by ſeven lean cows x 
and again, be ſaw. ſeven full ears of corn de- 
 voured by: 1 


thin tuithered ears. When the wiſe 
men Sethe country could not explain theſe 


dreams, the butler recollected Joſeph, and ſpake 
of him to*the king; upon which he was ſent 
for out of the priſon, and the king related his 
_. dreams to him. Foſep/ immediately, by the aſ- 
1 6 Ailtance of God, informed Pharazsh, that the ſe- 
ven fat cows, and ſeven full ears, ſignified ſeven 
years of plenty, which would be in the land, 
andi the ſeven lean cows and ſeven lean ears, 
fſigniſied ſeven. years of famine, which would 
143 ſucceed them. | Let 8 N 8 
e 46 feen, 
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ficers over the land, and let them gather corn in the 
ſeven plenteous years: and this Food ſhall be Jn oy 
_ againſt the ſeven years of famine. 
be king was aftoniſhed at the wiſdom of 

Poſe ph, and concluding juſily from thence, that 
the ſpirit of God was in him, appointed him to 
this office, and gave him full power over his 
whole kingdom. The ſeven years of plenty 
came accordingly, and immenſe quantities of 
corn were laid up under his direction: then the 
famine commenced; and when the people eried 
out for bread, the ſtore-houſes were opened, 


and the corn was ſold to the Eqyptions and the | 


neighbouring nations, is | 

The famine ſpread itſelf to 3 and 
Jacob, having been informed that there was 
corn in Egypt, though he little thought by 
whoſe hand it was diſpoſed of, ſent his ſons 


thither, keeping only Benjamin at home. When 

they were preſented to Joſeph, they bowed them- _ 
ſelves before him with their faces to the earth, 
in acknowledgment of his ſuperiority, as had 
been foretold by his dream. He immediately - _ 
| knew them, but made himſelf ftrange, and pate 


roughly to them, accuſing them as ſpies who came 
to ee the nakedneſs of the land. Upon which they 


informed him, that they came from the land of 
Canaan; that their father had twelve ſons; that 
one was dead, and the youngeſt Was loft at. 
home. Joſeph was diſſatisfied with their report, 
ee A doubted, whether "On" was _ 
5 > 6, * 3 "OT | 
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really; alive : : Herely fall ye be proved, ſaid he; 


fend. one. of you to. fetch your brother, and the Toft 
ſhall | be hept in priſe. 


Ibeir preſent diſtreſs We thew of their : 


i# 


former guilt; their inhuman treatment of their 
brother ruſhed into their minds, and with ſelf⸗ 


condemning | conſciences they ſaid one to an- 


other, Me are verily guilty concerning our brother, 


becauſe we ; ſaw t the anguiſh of his ſoul, when be be- 


fought n and we would not hear; therefore is this 


diftreſs come upon us. IF Such! is the conviction 


of every wicked man, when calamity overtakes 
him. Although he, may. for a time darken. the N 
light of conſcience, ( that candle of the Lord within 


us, ) yet it can neyer be totally put out. Upon 


a ſudden misfortune, or dangerous fit of ſickneſs, y 


the ſenſe of guilt revives; and while the band of 


God i is felt, the juſtice of the puniſhment j is de- 
knowledged. "Therefore. keep innocency, and a 


he thing that is right; for that, and that only, | 


will bring peace at the laft. 5 


Foſeph however detained only d 745 . 


dilmiſſed the reſt, with an order that they ſhould 


bring Benjamin with them when they returned. . 


The relation of what had paſſed i in Egypt filled f 


the mind of Jacob with uneaſy reflections and 
dreadful apprehenſions; and when his ſons were 
by. 30 to 80 Again for corn, it was with LITE: x 
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immediately upon their arrival; introduced 
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EDT 


Feſeph, who inquired tenderly. alter is father s 
welfare; but was ſo ſenſibly töurbed and affec-" 


ed at the ſight. of his brother Benjamin, that he 


was obliged to withdraw from them, leſt his tears 
ſhould diſcover him. He afterwards entertained 
them with great kindneſs, and diftinggiſhed | 
Benjamin with particular marks of regard. 

 Fefeph, had privately. commanded bis ſte ward 


to put his ſilver cup into Benjamin's ſack; and 


the next morning, when they were gone Wer 
of the city, they were followed, and charged 5 
with ingratitude and robbery. The cup Was 
ſoon found; and the innocent Benjamin was car- 


ried back, 47 a thief, to Joſeph, His brothers 


alſo returned in great aſtoniſhment and affliction, ; 


and, proftrating themſelves, intreated earneſtly 8 | 


for his deliverance. - Jaſepb, who was now fullß 
ſatisfied of their ſincere penitence, and their love 5 


for Benjamin, could reſrain no longer; but 


throwing his arms about their necks, faid, I am 
Joſeph; | dath my father yet live? And perceiving . 


them to be deeply affected and troubled at his pre= : 
| fence," he addreſſed them with the moſt kind and 


gentle expreflions : Come near me, I pray you; I | 


am Joſeph your brother, whom: ye ſold into Eygpt; 
but be not grieved, that ye ſold me into Egpyt, for | 
| God ſent me before you to preſerve life. 80 now # 
aas not you that ſent me hither, but Ged. Thus 
he endeavoured to comfort them; to make them 
8 bh their mk. alt and to bed peace to 


their | 


38 The HISTORY of FOSEPH. 
their minds. —He then directed them to haſten 
to 7Zatob, to acquaint him that his ſon Foſeph 
Was lord of all Egypt; and to bring him and 
his whole family into Egypt, that he might pay 
bis duty to his aged father, and that they might 
all erg of the b. Nd God had _ 
vided. 
Ihe heart of Jacob, upon the return of his 
ſons, was filled with Joy: and he ſaid, It is 
enough, (I deſire nothing more in this world,) 
Joſeph, my ſon, is yet alive. I will go and ſee 
him before I die. He ſet out; he arrived ſafe in 
Egypt, but the pleaſure of the interview be- 
tween ſuch an affectionate parent and ſuch a 
dutiful ſon is not to be deſcribed. Foſeph fell 
on his neck, and wept on his neck a good while : 
and Jacob ſaid, now let me die, fince I have ſeen 
thy face. Facob and his family were ſettled in 
the land of Goſhen, where they lived in great 
plenty; and after ſome time, the good old man 
having bleſſed his children, and foretold that 
tze Meſſiah ſhould deſcend from ee died in 
1 3 
t What ſtints of piety 400 W ariſe 
in the heart upon conſidering the character of 
* Foſeph, patient under affliction; honeſt and juſtin 
His ſtewardſhip; reſiſting temptation and fleeing 


tom it; living under the fear of God, and ſup- 


ported by his preſence; riſing from the loweſd. 


ſeene of difgrace and miſery to the higheſt- dig- . 
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cheriſhing a ſpirit of forgiveneſs and brotherly 
love under the greateſt injuries, and pouring 
plenty and comfort. into the breaſt of his aged 
fathers: © „ | 5 
 (F There are allo OS „ par- 
ticularly his being hated by his brethren, his 
deſcending into the dungeon, and being raiſed 
to rule over Egypt, which, by their reſem- 
blance, naturally lead the mind to Chrift; 
and, though too much ſtreſs ſhould not be laid 
upon ſuch reſemblances, yet they may be pru- 
dently uſed to direct the eye and heart to 
Him, who is the end of the Aar and all the 
A 


CHAP. Þ - 


n, Steuer of the ISRAELITES, FER. the . 
e Birth of MOSES. | 


| : | H 2 fons 4 Jacob and their . 


in proceſs of time, multiplied ſo much, 

that the land of Goſhen was filled with them. 
They were called Iſraelites, from the ſur- 
name of /fael, which God had given to Facoby 

and ſometimes. they were called Hebrews, from 

Heber, one of their anceſtors; and afterwards 
Fes, from Fudah. But Po many years the 
memory of Joſeph and his great ſervices was loſt; Re 
. #0 and a new king aroſe, * inſtead of protect- | 


40 The Slavery ofthe ISRAEL ITES: 


ing the I raelites, was jealous of their increaſing 
vunibers” and ſtrength, and determined by all 
means to reduce them to à low Nate.” He 
therefore employ ed them like flaves, in making 
bricks and building cities ; and made their lives 
bitter with hard 70 I but the ; more. ;he TEE 


SE CA 65 


Ks „rz infants Mob be eee! as. bon 
Ben as they were born. A certain Hebrew | 
Chtit woman, however, called Fachebed, having 
7 been delivered of a ſon, hid him for three 
months; and at length, through fear of his be. 
ing diſcovered and llain, ſhe laid him i in a baſket, 
among the flags i in the river Nile; 3 Miriam, the 
ſiſter of the child, Was placed at'; a ny, 19 
ſee what would. become of him, 

25 he king's daughter ſoon came with her 
| maid-ſervants, to bathe in the river; and, have 
ing found the baſket, was affected with the 
| ſight. of the weeping. infant,. and welted, into 5 
pity. Miriam, who had joined herſelf with the 

attendants, offered to call a nurſe; and, being 

ſent for that purpoſe, ran with joy for Jochebed. 1 
ſo the infant was happily placed under the care 
of his on mother; and when he was ſuflis 
eiontly grown, was hrought back to Pharaoh's . 
daughter, who called. him Aaſes (which means, 
Javediont of the water ), and had, him.educated, 
ab ther on ſon, in the knowledge and wiſdom 


Fe 3 Ig aq 21 g ett tyros 


at? | 7 BR” Miſes, 


ee 


* 


court to the afflictions of his brethren. He there- 


and one day, having obſerved an Egyptian doing 


| he afterwards married his daughter, and lived 
1 with him as keeper of his flocks, i 
ing with ire, and yet not in the leaft conſumed. 


| fight, a voice iſſued from the place, faying, 7 


the God of Jacob; 1 have ſeen the oppreſſio ion of my 
people, and have heard their. cry; and T will ſend 


8 Kok 24 (ata, 


The they of the 18 4, 8. 142 
Mose, when he was grown to, 'wanhgod, 
turned his eye and heart from the honours of the 


fore frequently viſited, and converſed with them ; 
wrong and i injury. 15 an Hebret, he ſmote him 
and Killed him. in pen Pharaoh heard this, e 


ſought to Hay Moſes; who upon that account fled 
to Midian, to Jethro, the prieſt of that country: 


— 
8 


After ſeveral, years, as he was feeding the 
flocks. near mount Horeb, he ſaw a buſh flam- 


While he, ſtood i in amazement, at the ſtrange 


ns 


am the Sed of Abraham, the God of Iſaac, and 


thee to Pharaoh, that thou mayeft lead them out of 


Egypt; far J will bring them into a land flowing GE 


wir milk and honey. Miſes was no leſs aſto-. 


niſhed at what he heard, than at what he n 3.68 - 
and expreſſed | his fears of undertaking ſuch g 
important and "difficult enterpriſe, becauſs be 8 
Was a perſon of no authority or eloquence. | 

God' 'exhorted\him to be of good courage 400 


promiſed that He would be with bim, and give 


bim power to work miracles for the deliverance | 
| of his people; and that Aaron, his brot 
| 89 855 Wire as his 1 hg ups F God 
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42 The Plaputs f EGrPr. 
& When God in his providence appoints 1 us 


to any important and arduous ſervice, let us not 


plead inability, and confer, with fleſh and blood; 
but immediately prepare ourſelves to do it, and 
go on in the face of every poſſible diſcourage- 
ment, truſting in that comfortable promiſe, My 
grate ts fe efficient for thee ; ; Jr 5 i. is _ : 
40 in W ; 


CHAP. XVI. 8 
The Plagues of EGYPT: |, 1 


Before HEN Mcſes > and Aaron arrived i in the 
— * W land of e they acquainted the 
elders of Iſrael with what the Lord had ſpoken, 
and convinced them of the truth of it by 
Tome miracles, . which He had enabled them to 
perform. They then proceeded to, Pharaoh, and 
in the name of the Lord required him to let 
the J/razlites go into the wilderneſs, that they 
might hold a feaſt unto the Lord. Pharaoh 
however treated the meſſage with contempt, 
and enjoined the taſk-maſter to lay heavier 
burdens upon the people. —Me ſes and Aaron 
went again to the king, and in order to prove : 
the divine authority by which they acted, 5 
wrougbt ſome miracles. before him: C but the 
Lord hardened. his heart, . or rather permitted 6 
hien to harden | his own a heart 5 for God did not 


The Phan of EGYPT. 1 


"make him wicked, but by his own continued 


obſtinate wickedneſs he brought this judgment 


of a hardened heart upon himſelf. —After this, 


' Moſes and Aaron turned all the waters of Egypt 
into blood, ſo that the fiſh died, and the rivers 


ſtank; and, ſeven days after, they brought a. 


great plague of frogs, which covered the whole 


land, and ſwarmed even in the rooms and 


chambers of the king. - Pharaoh ſeemed a little 


humbled, and intreated Meſes to pray to God 
for relief, with a promiſe that he would permit 


the Hebrews to go and do ſacrifice unto the 
Lord. But as ſoon as this plague, upon the 


prayer of Moſes, was removed, he forgot the 
cauſe. of it, and refuſed to fulfil his promiſe.— 


The Lord puniſhed his obſtinacy and falſehood 


by ſending great quantities of lice both upon 
man and beaſt ; and afterwards ſwarms of peſ- 
| tilential flies, which corrupted the land. The 
king was ſo affected with theſe grievous calami- 


ties, as to apply to Mp ofes for relief: the deſired - 


relief was granted; but ſtill Pharaoh hardened 


his heart. 5 


Then God ſent a murrain among the and 2 


of which they almoſt all died; then a ſickneſs. 
among the people, which chvered theit bodies 
with ſore, boils and ulcers ; then e 


ſtorms of thunder, lightning, and hail,” 


grievous, ſuch as Egypt had never: 1 955 
fore; then he ſent innumerable locuſts, which 


e all, the dee fruits. of the earth; 
| and 
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and aſterwards a. thick heavy davkeels, "TY 
| ſhut them up in their houſes, as priſoners, and fet- 
tered them with the bonds of a long night. Pha» 
raoh could not but feel theſe terrible effects of 
divine vengeance, and yet he ſtill went on ſin- 
ning and repenting, and repenting and ſinning; 
again he entreated Maſes; again the plagues 
were removed; and again he hardened his heart. 
How apt 11 men, in the time of affliction, 
to flee to God, as their only hope and reſuge; 
and yet, upon deliverance from the danger, to 
forget their benefactor, and make no due ac- 
knowledgment for his mercies! When diſtreſs 
and anguiſh take hold of them, they appear to 
be penitent, devout, and good; but when their 
withes are anſwered, and things go on ſmoothly, 
they ſee no further need of divine aſſiſtance, and 
their pious reſolutions paſs away like the early dew. 
— How ' baſe and ungenerous is that temper, 


which is only to be driven by fear and dangers 
and never to be won by goodneſs !_ 1 


At laſt God ſent forth deftiruRian upon the. 
firſt- born of the Egyptians; and there was a 
| Breadful cry and confuſion through the land; 
for there was not a houſe, in which there was not 

ene dead. Terrified and confounded at this 
' dreadful inſtance of the power of God, and not 
T knowing what might be the end of his anger, 
 Pharavh ſent haſtily for Moſes and Aaron; and 
ſaid, Rije up, get you forth from among my people; 
both: 2 Me the children f Uirael 3 tale cad fic 2s 
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alſa, and your herds ; - and go ferve the Lord., The ; we, 1 t 
_ Egyptians indeed were ' fd affected with the 8 \ 1 
plagues which God had ſent, and ſo glad to 7 
get rid of the Iſraelites, that they made them | 
many rich preſents, and gave them whatever | 
they defired, — This day was commanded by the 
Lord to be obſerved. for ever by the T/raclites, as 
a ſolemn feſtival ; and to be called the Paſſover; 
becauſe, when he deſtroyed the firſt-born of the 
Egyptians, he paſſed over the Iſraelites, and alſo 


delivered them from Tele? cruel 2255 oppreſſive 
bondage, {907 Mot? HO Ta | 
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CHAP. XVII. Nba 
The Deprudtion of h 


HEN the Ifraeli tes had been gone * 
days journey, Pharaoh, being informed 
thus! Fre intended to leave his kingdom, pur- 

ſued them with a numerous army, in order to 
bring them back. But the Lord led his people, — 

and "protefted them, in a wonderful manner; 
for He went before them by day in a pillar of ä 
a chud, and by night in a pillar, of fire, to give” © ff 
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them light; and thus they marched ſecurely by 
day and night. ' Yet wheh they were ee 
by Pharaoh near "the Red Sea, and found them- 
ſelves, as it were, beſieged, . a great n 
355 behind, and the Red Sea, | NE. them, they... 
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45 The Wandering in the Deſart. 
diſtruſted the divine power, and murmured 
againſt their leader. But Moſes, at the com- 
mand of God, ſtretched his hand over the ſea, 
and immediately the waters were divided, and 
became as a wall on the right hand and on the 
left, fo that there was a dry path for them, and 
they walked with ſafety to the other ſhore. 
"Pharaoh and all the Egyptians purſued them in 
the ſame path; but Moſes again ftretched out 
his hand, and the ſea returned. to its Arengtb; 4 
the waters ruſhed violently upon'them, and not 
one of them eſcaped. | 
The enemy ſaid, Iwill purſue, I will overtake, - 
Iwill divide the ſpoil; my hand ſhall deſtroy them. 
Thou didft blow with thy wind, and the ſea co- 
vered them they ſank as lead in the mighty waters. 
Wha is like unto thee, O Lord; glorious in holi- 


FT meſs, fearful in praiſes, doing mn 
3 "The Lord ſhall reign for ever and euer. | 
3 A XVIII. 

3 The Wandering m the Deſart. | 

WH ALTHOUGH the 1/racliter had ſeen the great 
_. : power of the Lord in the deſtruction of 
3 thee Egyptians; and had joined in a ſong of 
"thankſgiving for their deliverance z yet der 
EE  _ were ſoon forgetful of his mercies, and, within 

a ſey days, being in want of water, upbraided 
1 8 . der 1 for nm brought them out f 
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Egypt. Their way to the land of Canaan, which 
God intended to give them, lay through a long 
wilderneſs; and here, whenever they were in 
diſtreſs, or difficulties, inſtead of putting their 

truſt in God, they murmured with impatience, 

and reproached Mees. The Almighty, hows 
ever, manifeſted his power and goodneſs fre- 
quently in. their favour, — by ſweetening the wa- 
ters of Marah ;—by cauſing great quantities of 
quails to fall among them; —by ſending them 
bread from heaven called Manna; — by bringing | 
water out of a rock at Rephidim ;—and by giv- 
ing them a complete victory over the Amalekites. 
Thus by a continued courſe of miracles, He 
conducted them to Mount Sinai. $34 
Tbis mount was a part of the great moun- 

tain Horeb, on which Moſes had attended Jethro's 
flocks; but was diſtinguiſhed, upon the return 
of Moſes, by the name of Sinai, on account of 
the Buſb, which ſtood on it, in which the Lord 
had appeared unto Moſes in a flame of fire... -..; 
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Before T HE Tjracites had not 1 pg 


Chriſt 
eg their camp before Mount Sinai, when 


the glory of the Lord appeared upon the moun- 
88, with thendes 2nd ene and tho mo 
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48 The, LA IW ; givin W Mount Sinai. 
2 I Na 
of a trumpet; ply God, having called Moſes 


to tlie t toß of the mount, made 4 cotenant with 

"the Y/7azlites, that, I they woull obey bit white, 
the y ſhould” be a "petular treafire unto Eins beer 
| at 0 le. He then 17 ave him the ten command- 

cbſtance of 

"the moral law, written on a Ane": the tables were | 
"the" work of God, and the 5 was the Writing | 


ments, which Fontiin the füm and 


of God, graven on the tables. nnd 


"> The firſt teaches, That tllere ! is but one 
(bb d, and that we are to worſhip ih alone. „And 


19 8 


Babe him for our God. 
The fecond teaches, Tpat e ar are not t wor- 


hip God in an unworthy ere 7 9 5 


down to a picture or image, or any re- 


preſentation of him; and conſequent, 5 that'we 
2 
are zo wor ſhip him i in | ſpirit, a and i mn trut To 


The third forbids all oaths ;. - not on! 117 MY 


5 181 


but common ſwearing and uſing the holy name 
of God upon trifling occaſions, and our a 


nns 


becoming ſeriouſneſs and reverence. Se wn 
The fourth directs us, to reſt from all labour, 


and lay aſide all worldly buſineſs, on the ſabbath- 
day; and to keep it boly by reading and medi- 
tation, by publie and private prayer. 5 
Tube fifth, That we Thould honour and obey, 
od love and comfort our parents; 1 and behave with 
proper reſpect to all who baue a awful authority 8 


-over us. 
The ſixth, That we ſhould not wilfolly. ad 


like of any perſons: - ; 


nor 


8 
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Ia 


nor do any kind of hurt to others, nor bear any 


malice or batred in our hearts; but ſtudy, on 


the contrary, 10 live peaceably with all men. 


The ſeventh, That we ſhould keep ourſelves 


in temperance, eee and chaſtity ; avoiding 


all indecencies of behaviour and converſations and 


whatever has "a eee to corrupt and dehle 
| the mind. 


The eighth, That we ould not bree 


any perſon of his right and property, either by - 
force or fraud'; but ſhould be juſt and honeſt 


in all our dealings, and wu: to every man his 


due. 5 


he ninth, That we mould not toſurt & 


5 reputation ug others, either by falſe evidence in 


a court of juſtice ; ; or by ſlander, backbiting, 
and tale-bearing, in common converſation. _ 


The tenth forbids all unlawful wiſhes and un- 
30 de res; and is a fence and ſecurity to the 
5 commandments ; 3 by direCting us not to 
envy what others enjoy, but to be fully con- 
| rented. with our own {tate and circumſtances, ; | 


ty Lord have: mercy in us, and write all 1 


thy laws "in our hearts, we beſeech thee. 


The Almighty was pleaſed to deliver alſo to 
Mo oſes ſeveral directions for the better. govern- 
ment of the people, and to eſtabliſu What is 


called the Ceremonial Law. He commanded him 


to erect a tabernacle for public: worlhip,. and 
gave him particular inſtructions concerning the 
Syilding g and” the” utenſils thereof; concttring 
0 e , ht the 


* 


+ a 


7 
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the office of high-prieſt, and the ſeparation of 
the Levites, for the performance of divine ſer- 
vice; and nourerning the. burnt-offerings and 
 favehfices. {> 5 
© There was a dun difference between 
the moral and the ceremonial. uo; the former 
was far more excellent and valuable than the 
latter. The moral law is in its own nature good 
and excellent, and carries with it an intrinſic 
obligation; it is invariable, and muſt continue 
the ſame for ever. But the ceremonial law re- 
ceived all its efficacy, and all its power of 
obliging, merely from its being poſitively cm- 
manded: it was only of a temporary nature, 
and given to a peculiar people; it was the ha- 
gow of things to come, and to continue no longer 
than till the ſubſtance actually appeared. — The 
end and uſe of it was, partly, to diſtinguiſh the 
Jews, and, as it were, fence them againſt the 
| idolatry of the neighbouring nations; partly, by 
their purifications and waſhings, to remind 
them of purity of heart, and oblige them more 
ſtrongly to the practice of all moral duties; but 
chiefly, by their offerings and Wenden, to 
cheriſh a lively faith and hope in that great de- 
 liverer, whoſe ſoul ſhould be made an offering and 
 facrifice for fin. Feats ee 
>. vitae hg 
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5 n EN My ofes had delayed, for ſeveral days, 


to come down out of the mount (for he con- 


Hagel there forty days and nights), the people 


required Aaron to make them ſome gods; and 
they prevailed upon him to form a golden calf, 


| ; as a god for them, to be the object of their wor- 
"ſhip, and their guide and conductor. & How 
weak and blameable was Aaron in yielding to 


the importunity of the people, and becoming | 
a a partaker of their ſin? Yet, alas! how apt are 
we all to give way to the humour and opinion 
of the company we keep, even againſt the light 
of our minds and the conviction of our con- 


ſeiences? The fear of man bringeth a ſnare, but | © . : 
* putteth his truft i in the Lord fhall be fa fa fe, — hs 


© As. they were paying adoration to their new 


_ idol, and ſinging and dancing round it, e ofes 


came down from the mountain; and was fo. 
exceedingly moved with anger at their beha- 
Your, that he threw down the tables of the law, 
which he had in his hand, and brake them.” He 
then deſtroyed the image; and commanded the 
ſons of Levi to ſlay thoſe who had been prin- 
cipally guilty of this idolatry. He aſterwards 

3 to the Lord, and made interceſſion wor 5 


$3 


Nv mirmuring againſt Moſes. 


52 The ee 3 in the bfr | 


Has T bot the people: a the Lord was Ra, to 
fo ee wiekednefs, and commanded Moſes 
to write the ten commandments on two tables 
of fone, 21197 $413 tHi- $4 3:s!1b L134 ith 

The people, however, 2 gave way, to the | 
natural corruption of their hearts ; ; they offend- 
ed God? again and again, and many of them ſuf- 
fefed the juſt effect or their "obftinacy and im- 
piety. Nadab and Abibu were conſumed by fire ” 
from heaven, for diſregarding the fire of the Lord 
upon the altar, and bringing common fire into 
the tabernacle, which he commanded them 1 — 
Many were deſtroyed at a place called Talarah; 
(that is, 4 burning, becauſe the fire of the" Lord 
burnt amongfl them,) on account” ol > the? Im- | 
patient repinings. —Mavy died of a plague at 
Kibroth Hatavaaß, (that is, the graves of luſi,) 
| becauſe they complained of their food, aud lufled 
Wart fleſh to eat. — One man was ſtoned for blaſ- 
pbeny; another was toned for breaking the Sab. 
Bath; z and Miriam was ſtricken wil leproſy for 


4% 
3.3443 486 JJ 51 


When they had proceeded farther" in the 
ercneſs, and drew near to Cangan, "Wiſes 
ſent twelve men to take a view of the land and 
its inhabitants ; ; who brought. back an evil re- 
port, fa ying, The land eateth up the, inhabitants 
thereaf, and all the people are giants, and 1 we were | 
in our own fight but as grd aſshoppers.. The 1 a 47“. 
1105 Were ſo diſheattened, and"retrifed wich this 


account, that they aun. ö Ae ofes, +. 
| and 


Sy 

al: 
© 
"© B61 
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7 
bw 


The . andering in the 2 53 


ao reſolved to go back into Eeype., God was 
highly diſpleaſed with them for this contumacy 
and hardneſs of heart: and declared, that for a 


puniſhment they ſhould wander in the wilderneſs 


forty years, and that none of the people, Wo 


were above twenty years of age, except Foſbua 
and Caleb, ſhould go into the land of Canaan,; 3. 


the land flowing with milk and honey; and 
abounding with all good things. FO 


3431 4 
41 ty. 


if » ww > 


(<q They. were diſtruſtful of that power and 
goodneſs, | which had been ſo often and ſo won 
derfully manifeſted i in their favour ; and deſpaired 
of getting poſſeflion e of that land, 705 God had 
promiſed to give them. — 80 is it with us in our 
way to, the heavenly Canaan: our luſts are the 
enemies, which oppoſe our entrance: and W 
are apt, like the Iſraelites, to look upon them a8. 
giants, and upon ourſelves as graſshoppers.,. But 
be Prong i in the Lord, and ge forth in the. Power 
of his might ; ; in cheerful dependence on his vie- 
torious aid, bid deflance to all your enemies, and 
labour with renewed diligence and vigour to en 
ter into the com plete and eternal 1 ref of C Gd, os, 


$5 +7 4 £ 


W TP one of the po 8 a e 15 


ar many "other perſons « of conſiderable dignity, 


upbraided . Mo ofes : and Aaron for 75 Hing themſelves | 


* 18 Ps +4 


. above he 4 + congregation, and excluding « others from 


29 thare pl hongur 5 bo Wer and attel Jy pied, 
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by a/ ſeditious tumult, to deprive them of their 
authority, and to take the prieſthood upon them- 
ſelves; But their rebellion was puniſhed in a 
wonderful manner; for the earth opened under 
them, and they, and all that belonged to them, went * 
| "4 aliue into the pit, and the earth n upon 
Tem. . 5 
[The Ihraelites then wandered. up ml 7 ang 
from place to place; and in the ſandy. deſerts. 
of Kadeſb they murmured for water; Moſes 
therefore ſtruck a rock, and it poured- forth. 
ſtreams before them: but upon this occaſion 
Moſes and Aaron neglected to give the glory of 
the miracle to God, and aſſumed the honour and 
power of it, in ſome degree, to themſelves ; for 
which they were both excluded. from the land of 
Promiſe... ft; 

bens From 6950 the ie lee to 
Chrit Mount Flor, where Aaron died; and be- 
1454 ing. refuſed by the king of Edam to paſs 


; "ag © | through his country, and in want of proviſions, , 
= they again rebelled againſt. Maſes: for which 


crime God ſent fiery ſerpents among them, by 
whoſe bites many were deſtroyed; but upon their 
humility and repentance, he commanded Moſes, of 
to hang a brazen ſerpent upon a croſs; and the 
wounded perſons, by looking upon it, were 


- healed. 07 What a lively emblem was this of 


5 him, who offered himſelf a ſacrifice upon he. 


8 x croſs z 5 and upon bebolding whom with true re- 


_ . pentance 
4 . * at a 


The Wandeting in the Dirt. 
pentance and faith, the wounded: conſcience * 
tains pardon and peace!!! 
After ſeveral marches and este men 
they arrived at Pi/zah, and having gained ſeveral 
victories over the Amorites, proceeded to the 
plains of Moab. Balak, the king of Moab, ter- 
rified at their approach, ſent for the prophet 
Balaam to eurſe them in a ſolemn manner; but 
when he came; the prophetie ſpirit of God over- 
ruled his en 1 — You: to " bliſs" 
them. | 
Bette At Jength An, OT one e hundied oY 
_ Chriſt twenty years old, and knowing that the 
time of his death drew near, ſet before the 
people the repeated mercies and commands of 
God; and: exhorted and preſſed them, both by 
promiſes and threatenings, to a faithful and con- | 
ſtant obedience. © After which, having taken 
(from the- top of Mount Piſgah) à view of the 
country of Canaun, which the Lord had pro- 
miſed to the poſterity of Abraham, and which 
they were ſoon to take poſſeſſion of, he died in 
peace, and was tranſlated into the heavenly Ca- 
naun, that better country, where's are ue of” W 
pleaſures, * Joys wood evermore. Fi f 
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1 The: roared * Canaan 15 70s H HA. 
84 | N67. OY? 
52 ON. hs: death: of 1 has God appointed. 
+ Toſpun | to be commander and; judge, over 
the, Thraclites, . and to conduct them. into the 
land of Canaan s : and as no Jeſs than the divine 
| aid could ſupport him. i in ſuch a difficult under- 
taking, the Almighty endued him with, ſtrength 
and wiſdom equal to the work, and encouraged. 
him with this gracious promiſe, T will never 
Frave thee, mr + or ſake thee,” > Every ſincere 
Chtiſtian may app theſe words to himfelh, and. 
in the midſt 25 + greateſt fears. and dangers, 55 
not otily traſt, but even boaſt i in the divine pre- 
ſence and protection, "boldly faying, The Lord is . 
my helper ;'T will at fear what man ſhall do wn DI 
me.” For Grd n ſaid, I will nevir leave ble 
nor forſthe bee. 1 ige 21 446 + 21116. 0? 7 133 
 2!7ofhun, having learned the ſtate of the coun⸗- 
try, and the diſpoſition and ſtrength of the in- 
- habitants, by two ſpies, whom he ſent to ori- 
cho; the firſt city on the other ſide of the river: 
Jordan, led the army to the bank of the river; 7. 
anch che prieſts, by divine ditection, went 622 
fore the people, bearing the Ark of the Covenant,” 
The ark was a ſmall cheſt, or coffer, overlaid” ag 
with gold; the lid or cover oPaick: was Called 
| Oy; Pn being conlutered as the place 6 
; 1 . 563 Au 3. l OE; 5 


7 8 (A 


5 camp after the deſtruction of: Jeriabo, he. "fem ; 
SS | thees-chouſand men againſt the city of Ai, where 
Bs. ao "Ds 5 | "II 


«RG 
<> 


called the Ark of the Covenant, becauſe it was a 
ſymbol or repreſentation of the covenant made 


to confirm the authority of Jaſbud at Jordan, as 


prieſts touched the extremity of the river, the 


prieſts bearing the ark round the city once a day 
for ſeven days, the walls of it ſuddenly fell don 


; and took poſſeſſon of the place without any dif- 


account of their groſs idolatry and monſtrous 
| wickedneſs, and thus to make them a monu- 


1 they therefore put all the inhabitants to 
"the. ſword; and ſpared not a living ereature, ex 
cept Rabub and ber family, who had entertained 
the ſpies,” and e e (ron: them a promiſe of 
5 | ſafety... 9791 * £4; i c! 


The Conpueſt of Canaan by JOSHUA. 57 
God's ſpecial and gracious preſence. It was 
between God and his people, and contained the 
two tables of the law, which they were re- 


quired'on their part to fulfil. God was pleaſed 


he had before confirmed the Authority © of Moſes. 
at the Red $a; for as foon às the feet of the 


current' was ftopped, the dry ground wag 
abdithe people paſſed over in fafety. 15 


Joſhua immediately aid Ig to Jene, ; ok 
1147 a ſolemn proceſſion of the armys ich the) 


flat to the ground ; fo that the Iſraelites entered 


ficulty. The Lord had commanded: them ut- 5 
terly to deſtroy all the people of the land, n 


ment of his juſt, :dilpleaſure and hatred againſt FE 


As fon, as Jabs ae order to th 


- they. 


58: The anf of Canaan by FOSHUA.: 


they met with an unexpected repulſe, on ae- 
count of the impiety of Achan, who, contrary to 


| the expreſs direction of God, had taken and 


concealed a rich garment and a wedge of gold, 
part of the plunder of Jericho. & Take beed, and: 
beware , covetouſneſs. The treachery however 
being diſcovered,” and the people ſanctiſied by; 
the punithment of the offender, they again at- 
tacked the city, and took it. Upon this the; 
neighbour ing kings. were alarmed, and joined 
their forces together; but the Gibronites, fear - 
ful of the event, ſent meſſengers. to Jaſbua, and 
: by a ſtratagem obtained an alliance with him. 
le afterwards defeated: the army of the Canaan- 
ites, and put the conſederate kings to death: 
the power of God was remarkably diſplayed 
upon that occaſion; for during the flight of the! 
enemy, the clouds were eonverted into very large 
hail ſtones, by which more were deſtroyed than 


13 : by the ſword; the ſun and the moon alſo ſtood. 
Rtill, and the day was conſiderably. lengthened; 


5 verlaties. 


fo; that the zeal of the Iſraelites was not ob- 
ructed in the purſuit and laughter al Miner: ads: 
Thus the Lord Cad fought: for Tract; Wi Jed, 
f them on to ſucceſſive victories, till the Canaan- 
dier were almoſt wholly ſubdued. Then Jah, 


applied himſelf, by the direction of God, to the 


diviſion of the land; an exact ſurvey of it hav- 
iag been taken, each tribe had a poſſeſſion by, 
bet; Wee land n was divided nr 

7 11 „555 | 7; 


of Levi indeed had no ſhare or portion in the: 


e Cinquoft of Canaan by JOSHUA." Shy 
the ſeveral families of the tribe, according to PO 
number of perſons: belonging to it. The tribe 


diviſion of the land; becauſe, being choſen by 

the Lord to be his prieſts and miniſters, to pre- 
ſerve knowledge and preach the law, they were 
to be intermixed for that purpoſe with the other 


tribes, and to be ſupported 7 en the of- 


| ferings of the altar. 32) f boos 
Jiaſua governed: the — in peace and 
proſperity about ſeventeen years after their eſta- 
bliſhment. in Canaan; when, finding himſelf 
drawing towards his end, he aſſembled all the 
heads of the tribes before the Lord; and having 
reminded them in a very pathetic ſpeech. bf the 
many wonderful mercies which God had be- 
ſtowed upon them and their fathers, and ſhewed; 
them how much it was their intereſt, as well as, 
duty, to perſevere in the pure worſhip of the 
Deity, and the faithful obſervance of his laws, 
he exhorted them to renew their covenant with 
God in ſuch a ſolemn manner, as might fix * 
laſting impreſſion upon their hearts. Io which, 
they all cheerfully aſſented, and engaged them- 
| ſelves by the moſt ſacred proteſtations and pro- 
miſes, declaring, publicly, The Lord our. Get . 
ONION . his uoice min we Mr K - 
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Ber THERE is 5d ex rok dead, that any 
1925. ©» particular” per W kültgedtateiy ſue- 
eeged Hud in the title and power of Judge of 
Walk? yet there is great”redſon to àpprepend, 
that” C4123 ated in that character, Who at the 
bY of the tribe of Judah gained many victo- 
Fies es over the neighbouring nations; ſeveral other 
ttibes" ald gained great advantages over thoſe. 
Nai des ited they were planted.” The Lurd, 


however, did not entirely drive out the Cantun- 


tel 'but't on acebdunt of the diſdbedienee of the 
"Fravlites, ſuffered ſome to remain, as inſtruù- 
ments for their chaſtiſement, deelaring to them, 


bey hall be as thorns in your ” ides, aud their god 


= Hall be a ſnare into you.” a e 7207 a0 - 


22 Accordingly, indeed, by convetfing with the 


eigen, and itermsrryfng wich tei (ewHich. 


they were forbidden to do), they foon forgot the 


Lord God, who had done fuch great things for 


them, and ſerved: the gods of thoſe countries, 


ealled Baalim. The wur Baal ſignifies Lord + 
_ "theſe falſe gods were generally worſhipped upon 
2 e e which were full of trees and ſhady 


gtoves. . How ſhould we learn from the ex- 
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wicked and profane; for evil communication cor- 
rupts good manners. —In conſequence of their 
| idolatry and. wickedneſs, the hand of the Lord 

was againſt them for evil; and they were much 
haraſſed and perplexed with internal — 


and foreign enemies. 
_ Before. 1. Micah, of the tribe of Ephraim, had ſo 
80 5 far degenerated from true religion, as to 
. 8 ſet up images in his houſe for worſhip, ex- 
cuſing himſelf on account of his diſtance from 
Shilob, where the Tabernacle was placed : he 
had. prevailed likewiſe upon a Levite to dwell 
with him, and perform religious offices; but the 
Danites, having accidentally diſcovered the prieſt 
and the images, carrled them away, and pur- 
ſued the ſame idolatrous. worſhip. — About this 
time alſo the people of Gibeab, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, were guilty of horrid. barbarity to one 
of the Levites and his, wife; and their brethren, 
inſtead of giving up the offenders to puniſhment, 
when they were demanded by the other tribes, 
protected them: upon which a bloody war en- 
ſued, and the Benjamites were mel Wa 
deſtroyed·— | 
The Lord alſo ſuffered FR 5 to tall an 
eaſy conqueſt into the hands of the king of 
Meſopotamia, who exacted a heavy tribute from 
them for eight years; but upon their repent- 
ance and crying to him for help, he raiſed up 
Othniel; the fon-in- law of Caleb, to be their i 
Judge, who. n ET q Die; ; 
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theth peace ndrranquiſlity for forty years. After 
Before the death of Othniel, the children of Iſpact 
752g, again did evil in tbe fiebt of the Lord, ho 
for that reaſon reduced them into ſubjec- 

tion to the Moabites, till they turned unto him 
with humility and penitence: upon which he 
recovered them from their ſlavery by the hands 
of * Ebud: After him, Shumgar, a mam of ſin- 
gular ſtrength and valour, made a great ſlaugb- 
ter of the Philiſfines, who had invaded their 

territories, and Shumgar wrought their deliver» 
ance. Fheſe warnings however had but little 
effect; they again offended God, and were there- 
fore expoſed to the oppreflion of Jabin, king of. 
Canaan, for many years: but when they were 
brought to a ſenſe of their impiety, he ſet them 
free by Deborab, who judged Tfrael; for Barab, 
under her direction, defeated a numerous army 
commanded by Siiera; and Jael killed ee 055 
driving a nail into his temples... 0 
While they enjoyed the fruits of . 

ance in peace and plenty, they: ungratefully 0 
eee n. and Ws _ 


ne and is Abe this rade many: BY a 


| the time of danger and diſtreſs, they ſee their 


folly, aud humble themſelves before the Lord, 
but in the time of: proſperity they become care=: - 
leſs and profane; and their language is, Who 


* e hrs that we ſhould obey his voice? 
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into miſerable bondage under the Midianites, till 
upon their repentance Gidæon, from the threſh-, 
ing⸗- floor, was appointed to be Judge of Iſraele 
he performed many glorious. ations, and not 

a only freed them from their enemies, but alſo 
reſtored, them to a flouriſhing condition, and led. 
them from idolatry to the true worſhip of God. 
Befstre At his death, Abimelech, one of his ſons, 
) 22 . having Hain all his brothers, except 7a- 
tbham, perſuaded the Shechemites to make 
him king. This occaſioned ſome civil diſſen- 
tions among the people; but after three years, 
as he was beſieging a city, he was ſlain.— Tola, 
the next judge, governed the ſtate for twenty- 
three years with prudence and ſucceſs: but 
during the adminiſtration of his ſucceflor, Fair, 


the people rejected the worſhip of their own: 


God, their Almighty friend and benefactor, and 
adopted and ſerved the gods of all the neigh- 
bouring nations. — The Philiſtines and Ammonites 
were therefore ſtirred up againſt them, and in- 
vaded them on every ſide: upon which the: 
| Thraclites, in great conſternation and deſpair, ap- 
pealed to God, whom they had offended, and 
earneſtly implored his protection and ſuccour: 
but he ſaid unto them, G and cry unto the god. 
which ye have choſen; let them deliver you in the 


lime of your tribulation. Vet upon their humble 


Befbre confeſſion and repentance, he raiſed ups. 

| . Jephthah to be their judge and deliverer. 
„„ W and 
1 e 5 


„% N. Nb if th JUDGES? 
power he defeated and drove out the Hmmo- 
nites, invaded their land, deſtroyed many of their 
cities; and revived the liberty and glory of If | 
raeli But, by one act of indiſeretion and raſh- 
neſs, he blaſted his own glory, and embittered 
alh his days: for before he took the field againſt 
the enemy, he made a vow, that if he ſhould” 
return victorious, he would offer unto the Lord 
whatever came firſt out of his houſe to meet 
him. Unhappily, his daughter, impatient to ſee 
her father again, ran out firſt to embrace him; 
and the afflicted parent appears as if he thought. 
himſelf obliged to do unto her according to bis 
vob. But there is reafon to believe the victim 
of this raſh vow was not offered as“ a" human 
ſaetifice to God; becauſe ach "fat crifices-were 
expreſsly forbidden by the law, as odious and 
deteſtable in his ſight; and Jephthah "muſt! 
babe Known, chat no oath can be binding and 
| obligatory, where the matter of it is clearly, 
umlawfal. The words may be under ſtood i in 
2 more favourable ſenſe, as implying only, * 
that ſhe was 10 be the that. is, to be de- 
voted wholly to the ſervice of God, and to lead 
a' fingle recluſe life. Phe diſcharge" of” the 
vow, however, according to this mild cbn-⸗ 
ſtruck ion, muſt have beeafioned great ey: 1 
and g HeF' 10 Fephthah, becauſe ' he thus fectud=., 


5 G. Me elsa daughter from all ſociety; he 


was/Yeprived for ever"oflhet%compiny3* and). 
rr as eee Ru N⁰ b 11 
ry = ; 1 vedien „ 
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peQation of any. poſterity, to inherit, his e 
and perpetuate his DAME. {i 2 bebseni eu 
eus ate not to be made without. great 
caution and deliberation. When we preſume, 
ag, it were, to make bargains with God, and 
engage concerning temporal affairs; that if He 


will, do fuck a thing for us, we will do ſuch a 


thing for Him; we do hut tempt God, and la 
2 ſnare for ourſelves.— All vows, however 
which are formed merely to bring, us nearer to- 
God, and oblige us to a, more ſtedfaſt ohedi - 
encg, are not only lawful, but prudent and ex 
c „We ihould.. endeavour; to bind our 
treacherous, hearts. to him with the moſt ſos, 
lema Log fi fir mly. reſolve. to be and to do 
= nelle ut w. hat is agreeable to his will. Par- 
tic larly e ery, Chriſtian ſhould ſeriouſiy reflect 
upon | his eee, veto, and frequently. renew 
: that. « covenant with God in the ſacred, ordinance... 
appointed | * Jeſus Chriſt, through, whoſe, mer 
distion | our hincere,, though, i perfect, ee 
will be e = 


3 e 1 3 5 
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ss. 7 5 ir Arai) tai | 
Alter Jeohthah, Han and — 1 4 . 


ſucceſſixely Judged Ifrael, of whom nothing 
Before remarkable is recorded. God then raiſed.» 
Chrift a, deliyerer in, an extraordinary manner, 
den named Sanzſon. His birth was miracu... 
lou, and foretold by. an angel, and he wasten- 
dowed with 9p uncommgn d . ſtrength. 


u. 0 "(8 i N * 
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He rent à lion as he would have rent a kid. 
He killed a thouſand Philiſtines with the jaw- 


bone of an aſs; and being ſhut up in the ... 8 


Ga, carried off the large heavy gates, and eſ- 
caped. He became a ſlave however to ſenſual 
pleaſure, and was at length perſuaded by the 
artifices of a treacherous woman, named Da- 
lilah, to diſcover the fatal ſecret concerning his 
ſtrength, that it conſiſted in his hair. > The 
lips of a wicked woman drop as a honeycomb, and 
he flattereth with her wordt; but her end is bit- 
ter as wormwood, and her feet go down to death;=— 
Dalilah foon' took an opportunity, while he 
was ſleeping, of cutting off his hair, and deli- 
vering him into the hands of the Pbiliſines, | 
"—_ wee egg him in priſon, and put out his 

The gifts and advantages, with 

ö which God diſtinguiſhed the judges and 1 hg 

according to the exigencies of his people, did 896 

* not exempt them from human frailties: ſome 
were furniſhed with cevaſional miraculous” ens 
dowments, and yet fell ſhort of thoſe moral graces 

and virtues, which are. the objects of his con- 
tinual favour. Many will plead in the laſt awful 
op Lord, Lord, have we not prophefied in thy 
name and in thy name done many woggerful 
works? To whom however he will Ne . 5 
Depart from me, ye workers of iniguity. 04) 

Wen 8amſon- had paſſed ſome aww in 55 

miſerable fervitude' (in which time his hair 
was grown again, and his ſtrength returned), 
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"ks was brought forth, by the Philiſtines, upon 
a great feſtival, as an object of their mockery 
and ſcorn. Full of indignation at this inſult, 
he cried unto the Lord for help, that he might 
be avenged for the loſs of his eyes; and having 
taken hold of the pillars of the houſe, in which 
the princes and nobles were aſſembled with many 
others, he bowed himſelf with all his might; by 
upon. which the houſe fell, and Samſon and the 
Phil Hines were buried together in the ruins. 
Eli, the high - prieſt, ſucceeded as judge; who, 
though of good diſpoſitions, was very indolent 
and remiſs in the government both of the na- 
tion and: his on family. His two ſons Hapbni 
and  Phineas, who officiated- under him, were: 
5 guilty of the moſt infamous crimes; and by 
their example led the people, who; were na- 


190 3 


turally prone to wickedneſs, into the greateſt 
abominations. Becauſe his ſons: made tbemſeluss 
vile, and bh reęſtrained them- not, the Lord 
threatened to take the prieſthood from his: 
houſe, and to deſtroy his family. Not long 
after this, the Phil;ftines attacked and defeated 
the Iſraelites; Hopbni and Phineas were ſlain, 
and the ark of the covenant, which had been 
brought into the camp in order to encourage 


the people, and terrify the enemy, was taken. 


God ſuffered that ſpecial token of his preſence x 


to be removed from his people, becauſe their 


55 minds were. "a from ar ith, be was not 
| nnr 614 44.67 N iy $404 * ro in FITS 
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in all their thoughts. — Eli was impatien t to know | 
the. Event. of the battle 3 and as ſoon as he 


5 heard, not only that his ſons were ſlain, but 
alſo that the ark was taken ee he fell 
backward from his ſeat and died. WARS. 


nere The Philiftines carried the diy. ark to 
Chriſt the city Aſoded, and ſet it in the houſe 
3 dg "of Dagon their god; but the vain. image 


fl. upon its face, before the ark, as it were, in 
8 obeiſance and God ſent a ſevere affliction and 


plague among the people, ſo that they gladly 
ſent it back to the Lraelites, who placed it in 
the houſe of Abinadab i in Gibeaby / (9510 11901 

Samuel, who had been dedicated 26) the Lord 


in a remarkable manner, and bred up under 


Eli from his inforoys ſucceeded to the govern=: 


ment, and acted both as a prophet and judge. 
He was favoured by the Almighty with fre- 


quent revelations of his will: he preached to 
the people with great affection and zal, and, 


prevailed on them to put away their ſtrange 
gods, to confeſs their ſins, and to ſerve the 
Lord alone. He was alſo a wiſe and vigi- 


lant magiſtrate; he adminiſtered juſtice with 


great impartiality, and took à circuit yearly 
through the kingdom for that purpoſe. But 


when he grew old, and incapable of diſcharg- 


ing his public office, he made his ſons judges 
over Tſrael ; who, degenerating from their fa- 
ther's virtue, perverted juſtice for the fake of 
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the elders of Irue! made a general complaint to 
Samuel, and earneſtly requeſted him to alter their 
form of government, and to appoint 4 bing 10 
Judge chem like other natinr. or 

Samuel, by the particular direction of the Lo rd, 
ſet before them the many inconveniences and 
Srievances which would attend ſuch a change; 4 
and alſo informed them, that, by thus infiſting 
upon it, they rejected the Lord from being their 
king: yet when, notwithſtanding the” remon- 


trance of the prophet,” they perſiſted o obſtinately | 


in their demand, God ordered him to hearken to 


their voice, and was b to nominate Saul to 


the regal dignity. n ei öde ned 
1 We e what tem pets «Hd 
are moſt condut ive to our true intereſt; and fre- 


quently, with equal eagerneſs and i ignorance; ſo- 


lieit thoſe things which would be pernicious to 
us. God alone knows what will help us and 
what will hurt us; and all our prayers ſhould be 
offered, as with entire dependance on his good 
nc, ſo wich entire ſubmiſſion to his wiſdam.” 
Give us, O Lord, mhethings which are moſt conve- . 
nient for un herben ꝛbe defire them or- 5 and 


Feep from us; ' we beſeech thee; all evil thin „ lden 


though we Hhould' e 4 2 5 and prog fir ith fy 
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I x7 HE i 7 raclites were governe by 
25 Judges, the and was afflicted with a 


grievous famine ; during which, Elimelech, a 


man of Be:hlehem, retired for ſafety, with his 


wife Naomi and his two ſons, into the land of 
Moab; where his Tons married Orpab and Ruth. 


But after ſome time he and his ſons died; upon 


| which Naomi reſolved to return into her .own 
country, and deſired her daughter-in-law to re- 


main in Moab, under the care and protection of 


their own relations. Orpah, with great reluc- 


tance and many tears, took leave of her mother, 


and remained; but Ruth clave unto her, ſaying, 


Whither thou * Iwill 903 thy people ſhall be 


"4 wy people, and thy Ged, my God. 


Upon their arrival at Bethleheny Rab went : 


: Jato the fields of Boaz to glean corn for their 
ay food. Boa, though abounding in riches, was 
b Algen. condeſcending, and charitable, Ob- 


ſeryve the behaviour of the maſter and the ſer- 

vants : as he went into the field, he ſaid to the. 
| reapers, The Lord be with you; and they anſwered. . 
. The * a 


e enquired. * oP 


The Reign SAU. 1 


the family and circumſtances of Ruth, whom he 
ſaw gleaning, he commanded the men to let fall 
ſome handfuls in her way; contriving at the 
ſame time to give her a plentiful proviſion with- 
out the appearance of giving, and to ſave her 
that ſhame, and confuſion which, modeſt n 
feel upon receiving. 5 
Boax was ſo charmed with the AY ;nduſ- 
5 try of Ruth, and her dutiful affection to Naim, 
that after a fruitleſs application to her kinſmen 
for a hufband, he himſelf married her; and 
7 they had a ſon called Obed, who was the father 
of 7. e. and grandfather. of David; from 
vom i ina direct line the Saviour of the World 
denen and. is therefore called The. Sen 7 : 
"David, 


v1 


= | "The 2 f SAUL.. 


8 5 UL, a young man, as he was Jt 
+ ing for his father's aſſes, which had 
IF 55 ſtrayed from their paſture, was directed by 
| the Lord to Samuel, and anointed to be King 
over 1/rael; He was no ſooner ſeated upon his 
_ throne,” than the men of Jabeſb Gilead, being 
+ cloſely befieged by the Ammonites, implored- his 


_"afftance;; _n which he ee collected 
ſome force igbt, attacked and 
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defeated the enemy, and put Gem” to o fight with 


a very con ble loſs. 
Aſter this, Jonathon, the ſon of f Saul, took a 

garriſon from the Philiftines; who were fo 

much enraged at it, that they marched againſt 


the 7/raelites with a very numerous army. The 
people were filled with conftei 

ſpair; and Saul, though he had been command- 
ed by Samuel to wait for his coming, yet hoping 
to raiſe the drooping ſpirits of his ſubjects, of- 
fered the burnt- offering himſelf; for which act 
of preſumption the Prophet marpyy rebuked 


ation and de- 


him, and told him that his kingdom would not 
continue. The Bord was pleaſed; however, in 


compaffion to the people; to favour the Arms of 
Jonathan, and ne rematkable pf = Frog 5 


the enemy. 
Haul was afeerwarth bot to execute judgment 
upon the Amalekites, with an expreſs command 
not to leave any creature alive. But he obeyed 
the command only in part; for be ſaved Agag 
their king, and the beſt of the cattle: and wien 
Samuel, upon hearing the bleating of the Heep and 


the lowing of the oxen, charged him with the fail= 
ure, he pretended that ad ou ſaved the cattle for 
e to the Lord. Side | 


There can be no o good excuſe for Y 


i violation of our duty. Can ve be faid 
to do the will of God, while we do it only in 
ſome particular inſtances, ' and know.ngly ne- 


4 glea 16 in Oey 4 . a n obedience be 
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vr Had in hg ſight of God, or to our oπ⁹jn 
hearts? — Could thoſe ſpoils, which the Al- 
mighty had commanded to be deſtroyed, be 
a pleaſing... ſacrifice to him ; — or an exterial 
ceremony make amends for the breach of an 
exppels law i Certainly, not. The Prophet 
. 9 x rejected the hypocritical defence, and 
Hath the, Lord as great delight in hurnt-of= 
| 4 15 and ſacrifices, as in obeying the voice of 
he Lend? - Bebold, to obey. is batter than; ſaeri- 
ſfce. Then haſt reiected the word. of the Lord, and 
the Lord hath e * from dun * over. 


lira, BN ay; TRE e ee 5 OP wh} i 


111 e nellen 3 in ag the will 
of God with ſincerity of heart. We muſt re- 
nauncę . not only this or that ſin, but all ſin; 
and muſt obey not only this or that command, 
but all. the commands of God, without excep- 
tion or teſerve. Then fball I not be afbamed, then 
ſhall I haye confidence in thy favour and loving- 


kindneſs, oben I have reſpect unto all thy com- 
Maine — S was ee kad wich the | 


"+. SS. 


| 1 desde wi m W ade 
horron, (there is no prace to the wicked, ſaith the 
ſcripture.) In this unbappy ſituation he was 
agyiled ,to, try the power of muſic, in order to 
divert his thoughts and lull his mind to reſt.“ 


3 For this putpoſe, David, a ſhepherd, the ſon ot / K 


Vall, who was; famous 


for playing ſrilfully upon 


- thy a he eee 8 
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to him; and his muſic was ſo excellent, chat it 
charmed the paſſions of the king, and in a n f 

1 removed his diſorder. | 

Phe hiliflines returned with reeruited Sy 

againſt 7/ae/; and, when both armies were en- 

enped near esch other, Goliath; a giant, day 
bone gay, challenged any of the Ifrazlites who 
10 had courage enough to deeide the war war by a 
- Dingle combat: but he was of ſach-8 prodi- 
gious ſtature, that che ſoldiers of Sdut were ter- 

_ -- Tified. at the) ſight of him, and ſhrunk back 
from the encounter. Veung David, however, 
ho came in the mean time to viſit his bro- 
. [thers in the camp, as ſoon as he heard bis in- 
ſulting, Janguage, was moved. with, indignation, 

| 2nd, reſolved to fight. the.. gigantic. champion. 

35 5 e ar in en. bat 


1 1328 E had aſfaulted his Achs that He 
would alſe deliver into his hand this proud Phi- 
vob, MhGHas ee __ WO ang e 
197 The Irwelites good In 8 3 5 

bled for the adventurous ſtripling, who went 
_: forwards with only a ſling in his hand and a few 
poebble ſtones in bis ſhepherd's bag . Goliath, 
1 on the other hand, treated him wich inſolent 


aA 
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1 diſdain, and threatened 10 give his fab ta the 
_— feguls of the air, and to the beafts of the fiald. But 

aud, guided and ſupported: by an er . 
—_ roy "Mich: n. a 


tory over them. 
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: of his adverſary, fo that bz fall upon his face to 
ebe earth. At the fight of which, the Iſratlites, 


exulting with joy, attacked the army of the diſ- 
mayed Philitines, and obtained wann, me 


The admiration and e expreſſed by 


| all the. People | in honour of Denis, excited 


© Saw 44 


Saul. tr What a wretched "nies it is, to 


be miſerable upon thoſe occaſi ions, which ought 
to give pleaſure and delight; and to hate others 


for thoſe excellencies which ſhould recommend 


them to our. love: — This malignant diſpoſition, 


by degrees, ſo far prevailed over Saul, that he 
reſolved to deſtroy David: but Jonathan, thoſe 
foul was Enit with the foul of David in friendſhip, 
informed him of his danger, and adviſed him to 


flee from the anger of Hs father, David there- 


fore retired to Gath, a city of the 'Phili/tines ; 
where, being diſcovered, and in danger of his 
life, he pretended to be mad. Having eſcaped 


by this artifice, he fled to Adullam ; where many 
of his relations and friends, and others of broken 


- fortunes and diſcontented minds, reſorted to him: BE, 
but he could not find any ſafety or dwelling- - 2, 
place; for Saul hunted him, as it were, upon 
the mountains, and e him whitherſoever - ©, 
| he went. CCC 


It happened once, that Saul. beigg alone, 


entered into a cave, where David and ſome + 27 


friends of his "mag. concealed themſelves. The 
e 5 „ 
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companions of David preſſed. him to put an end 
to his diſtreſſes, by the death of his unjuſt per- 


88 to which he mildly anſwered, God for- 


bid that I ſhowld Aretch forth my hand againſt the 
Lord's aneinted, KF A good man will not take 
any unlawful advantage of his enemy, nor ſeek 
deliverance. from danger by ſuch methods as are 
inconſiſtent with the will of God. The Chrift- 
ian doctrine is, Love your enemies; do god 10 


them that hate jou; pray for them that penſetute 


von. Wen aul was gone out of. the cave, 
David. called | after him, and expoſtulated with 
him concerning the unreaſonableneſs .of his 
hatred. againſt. a man who had neyer done him 15 
any injury z and who, baving that day had it in 
his power to avenge himſelf, had yet ſpared; his 


life Saul was melted into tenderneſs with this 


undeſery tved generoſity and goodneſs, and laying 
alide his anger, returned to Jeruſalem in peace. 
„Near the place of David's reſidence Rye, 


Mabal, a man abounding in floeks and; herds, 
but brutal and churliſh in his temper: Darid, 
who by keeping bis men under ſtrict diſcipline 
1 ꝑrotedied the cattle of this man from plunder- 


ers, ſent meſſengers to him, at the time of ſheep- 


FA fhearing, requeſting ſome proviſions. The ſelfiſh 


Nabat, however, not only refuſed, but treated 


the meſſengers rudely, and ſpoke reproachfully 
of David himſelf; who was ſo offended. with 
tide ingratitude 700 inhumanity of the man, that 
= he Khrexgencd to ene him and his . 
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But Abigail, the wife of Nabal, a woman of a 
beautiful perſon and gentle diſpoſition, cartied 
a rich ſupply of proviſion to Daria; andwith 
her preſents and ſoft 'perſuaſive words appeaſed 
his indignation, and prevented the ſhedding of 
blood. In a ſhort time th. Lord ſnote Nabal, 
that he died; and afterwards Dauid invited Abi. 
Kn to come to him, and married her.. 
The anger and hatred of Saul ſoon fevived; 
and forgetting the great generoſity of David in 
ſparing bis life in the cave, he marched againſt 
him with three thouſand men into the wilderneſs 
of Zipb. There David had another opportunity 
of killing Saul, and putting the crown üpon bis 
own head; for, going to view the cainp, he en- 
ſtered into the tent of Saul, while he was fleeps 
ing: but his piety prevailed over his intereſtz 


and he only carried away a ſpear and a eee 


of water, as tokens of the king's danger and of 
his own innocency. As ſoon as Saul was ap- 


| prized of what had paſſed; he acknowledged the 
fuperior virtue and generoſity of David; pro 


miſed not to make any further Attempt upon bis 


life, and, . e Wea 3 to 150 A * 


awn Cl ty... 8 2 1 185 


After a few. years Soul u was A WIC to ee | 


deplorable condition; he was attacked by an 
army of the Philiflines, far ſuperior in number 
and ſtrength to the foroes of Iraecl, which! he 
drew out againſt them; and, when . 
& tho Lord concerning. the event, the Lord 
f WG ft, bare 
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gave him ng anſwer. This filled bim with * 5 
utmoſt perplexity. and terror; he was afraid, and 
bis heart greatly trembled : for he well knew that 


there could he no ſucgeſs without the favour and 


aſſiſtance of God. A battle howeyer ſoon en- 


ſued; the engagement between the armies was 


very tharp and violent. Jonathan and two of his 
| | brothers ſupported the fight with great courage ; . 


but beipg at length overpowered and flain, al! 


was diſorder and confulion, and the Maclites : 


fled. Saul himſelf alſo fled ; and on mount/Gil= 
bas, being fatigued and wounded, and fearful 
of falling into the hands of the . he ew. 


himſelf vpon his ſword and died. 


David lamented, with unſeigned tenen . 
death of Sau! and, Fanathan in theſe pathetig 


words: The beauty of Lrael is flain; how are the 


mighty fallen! Ye moyntgins of Gilhagy, let there 


e no dew upon you; far there the ſhield of tbe 
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+32 0 mighty i is vilely caſt away, even the ſhield of Saul, 
Een diſtreſſid for thee, my bruther Fonathan 
ee love to me was wanderful, . paſſing the love 

f women, How are the hk OW on. * 
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Chriſt 

295" refed by God, upon the death of Shut, 

to remoye to Hebron; where the tribe of? 

anointed him to be their king; whilſt — 

Saulis general, and the other tribes, proclaimed 


Thbeſbeth,' the remaining ſon of Saul, king svEero 


1/rael.—An open war ſoen commenced between. 
the two rival princes, which continued for ſeve- 
ral years, till IApbeſbeth was barbarouſly murdeted, 
by two of his own captains : the conſpirators, 
with full dependanee upon a gracious reception, 
fled to David with the news; but, though the 
event was adyantageous' to 515 that good prince 
deteſted the bloody fact, and commanded the 
authors of it to be put to (death. The heads 
of all the tribes immediately ſubmitted to the 


} authority of David, and azcinted bim ding aur. 


, erk 


| leſs and various inſtances of divine goodneſs, 
which had taten him from the Heep-cot, and 


made bim ruler over Iſrael, it was his ſtudy 
aA and delight to promote the glory and worſni  . 
of God, and to diſcharge the important duties 


anointed king by Samuel, was di- 
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of that” flation to'\ which he had keel ſo won- 
detful} Taiſe@, He brought the ark of the 
Le Hei the heuſe of Abinadab to Jeriſalem, 
57 a ſolemn triumphant proceſſion, with muſic 
and ſongs of Joy. His pious inclinations alſo 
prompted" him to build a ftately temple to the 
Lord, as a place of public worſhip ;'but/ the 
Amighty fent Narban, the prophet, to inſorm 
him, that, though his intention was highly acs 
ceptable, yet the execution of it ſhould be re- 
ſerved for his ſon; whom God would eſtabliſn 
in the kingdom, and bleſs with proſperity and 
peace. Men are apt to be offended, if their 
good intentions are not carried into execution at 
their vn time and in their on manner: but 
all: our defigns ſhould be formed: and purſued 
with fübmiſſion to Providence, and we ſhould 
cheerfully facrifice our private wiſhes to the will 
and glory of God. The fervent zeal of David! 
was not extinguiſhed or abated by the divine 
prohibition; though the pious: and., honourable 
work was deferred to adorn the reign of his ſan, 
yet he applied great care and diligence in making 
Preparations ſor it; and. immenſe quantities of 
gold, ſilver, and braſs, which lie obtained both 
by conqueſt and by commerce, were dedicated 
to the Lord, and laid up for that: ſacred pur- 
poſe. Ile reigned happily over all Hrall, and 
executed Judgment and. juſtice unto all his people © 
end the Lord was with Lim, and eee bim 
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The friendly affection which Fonathan had 
ſhewn to him was ftill freſh in his mind; 
and having made diligent inquiry after his fa- 
mily, and found Mephiboſheth his ſon alive, he 


reſtored him to all the poffeſſions of his father, 


and placed him conſtantly at his own table. 
"Ea Gratitude\is the certain fruit. of a good and 
generous, heart; and the ſatisfaction ariſing from 
the exereiſe of it proves experimentally, that s 
more blefſed 0 gius than lo receiv une 

r But, alas, what is man! what are i 
good men] their beſt diſpoſitions, their ſtrong- 
| eſt reſolutions; how uncertain and changeable 
We bave an alarming inſtance of it in Da- 
vid, who ſuffered impure deſires to get poſſeſ- 
ſion of his heart, and then gave himſelf up to 
the indulgence of them. Captivated with the 
beauty of Bathſheba, he took her to his own 
houſe; after Which he cauſed her huſband; 
Uriah, to be ſtain, and martied her. The Pro- 
phet Narzun, being fent by God to bring him 
to a! ſenſe of his guilt, addreſſed him with the 
fictitious caſe. of à rich man, who, upon the 
coming of a ſtranger, had ſpared his own nu- 
merous flocks, and taken away the favourite 


Jamb of a poor neighbour. The king i imme 


diately condemned the rich man for his injuſs 
tice and ctuelty; but ſoon found that he had 
pronounced ſentence againſt himſelf; for Nas 
than ſaid unto him, Thou art the man; for the 
lab was the wife of Uriah. Upon this 8 

x K 3 . 
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attack, his ſſeeping conſeienee was rouſed, his 


mind was filled with remorſe, and the heart - 


felt conviction of his crime burſt forth in this 


haneſt conſeſfion, I have ſnad againſt the Lord. 
So ſincere and effectual was bis repentance, 
that Nathgn inſtantly replied, The: Lord alfa 


bath put away thy fr. & Let the wicked forſake 


bis way, and the unrighteons man his thoughts, and 
let. him return unto the Lord: for he is gration: 


and merciful, an nun ren manferefi fe 


aud fin. 


The laſt years Ke bis lite big by i 
private and public ealamities: his for e, 


baving in a great degree ſtolen the affections of 
the people from bis aged father, broke out into 


open rebellion, and obliged him to ſfee from 7e. 


ruſalem: hut the rebels were ſopn defeated, and 
te young; 
eaught by his hair in the boughs of a thick gak, 
and ſuſpended between heaven and earth, till 

| Foab, David's general, flew him. After which, 
_ the people reſorted. to the king with great ſub- 
ps FH 3 Eo, miſſion and zeal; but growing jealous, n Mr 
Ftp count of the partial regard which he hewed for 


ince, as he fled upon e mule, was 


his own. tribe, they re uolted againſt him under 
Sheba 3 but they were ſoon oer g were and 


5 public peace was reſtored. 


While David was enjoying the own of 


peace and proſperity, he was deſirous, out of 
- 855 vain- glory and 2 fooliſh. curioſity, to know the | 
5 + POE þ pad Rrength of bis A 8 and com. 
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m1, Rrignof SOLOMON. 83 
manded Joab to take an account af all. the. 


people. For this act of pride and: arrogance, 


and for the wickedneſs: of the people in ge- 
neral, . God ſent a dreadful peſtilence, which 
in a ſhort time deſtroyed ſeventy thouſand per- 
ſons; and the devaſtation. was ſtill increaſing, 


when: God in his. mercy beard. the prayers. of 
the penitent Kaas and dt an 624 40 dhe r 


lamity. N 381 5 F cy 10 5 $5.37 +30 3% I: 
At length David, being Wale ſexenty: years 


of age, and ſenſible of the approach of death, 


gave his Jaſt ſolemn advice to his ſon. Salomon, 
and urged this particular inſtruction: . Ol 


ferue ibe aharge of the Lord thy Gad, ta tuall in his 


3n9y5,.k9 beep big fiatntes:and cammandmentsy that 
| thou mqyeſi proſper in all that thou doch, and whi 
poopie pong pon A 263) 28d; Un 
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: oY So as eee be wes ſet- 
3 tled firmly in his kingdom, applied 
bimſelf to the management of publie affairs and 
the eneouragement of divine worſhip. The Lord 
looked domh upon his conduct with approba- 

tion; and, afl ſacriſice at Gibean, appeared 
5 90 Rim 1 1 © . ROY give him 
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83 The Rein of SOLOMON. 
whatever he ſhould aſk, The young prince. 
did not aſk-for long life or riches, or honour; 
but, eonſcious of the difficulty of governing an 
extenſive kingdom, and diſpenſing juſtice to a 
numerous pedple, he deſired à wiſe and under- 
Aanding heart. Fhe prudence and modeſty of this 
requeſt procured for him not only ſuch a degree 
of wiſdom as exceeded that of all other men, 
but alſo a promiſe of thoſe bleſſings which he had 
not aſked, dependent upon his obedience to 
God. ˖ Seek ye firft the kingdom of God, and 
his. righteouſneſs, une" 1 ow” mg et * a 
CIS OY, 5 
An opportanity on offered for the trial of 
"bis wiſdom; two women, bringing two chil- 
dren, the one dead and the other alive, came to 
him for juſtice: both diſowned the dead child, 
both elaiming the living child. How could the 
truth be diſcovered, and the infants be given 
to their proper mothers? Solomon had recourſe 
td the workings of nature for the difcovery of 
the ſecret; be commanded, that the child, for 
which they contended with equal warmth, ſhould 
de divided, and half of it given to each woman. 
One of them was willing to have it ſo divided; 
but the ether cried out in deſpair and agony, 
1 that it ſhould not be ſo; O, my Lord, give ber 
we liviug child, and by no: means flay ii. This 
asaääagaatffectienate anxious deſire to ſaue the life of the 
N 2/07 0s the true _— and Saler . 
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Mon accordingly gave her the child, to the fait. 
; "tow of the whole aſſembly. $5 
His wiſdom was no lefs diſtinguiſhed f in the 
—— of his kingdom, and in many learn- 
ed tfeatiſes Which he wrote, upon the nature of - 
: plants and trees, and of beaſts, birds, and fiſhes. 
Peace and plenty were diffuſed through his do- 
minions; and, by his extenſive alliances and 
5 'Eonkethoroey gold and ſilver were brought to him 
in ſuch'abundance, that the riches of the world 
| Fool" to have been gathered together in the city 
of Jerufalem. Having by theſe means added a 
vaſt quantity of materials to thoſe which David 
had collected, he applied himſelf to the great 
work, which his father had ſo much at heart, 
: and built a temple to the Lord. It was the moſt 
beautiful and magnificent edifice in the world. 
The grandeur and richneſs of it are thought to 
bave exceeded all deſcription. | When it was- 
finiſhed, and the ark was depoſited by the prieſts 
in the moſt holy place, he glory of the Lord filled 
the houſe, and appeared viſibly, as it were, to 
take poſſeffon of it. Then the king preſented a 
wiſe and devout prayer, intteating God to hear 
favourably the ſupplications, which his people 
fhould; at ah y- time, offer in or toward that 
holy place; and accordingly avert the evils'they _ 
_ feared, and grant them the bleflings they deſired. 
| The fame of the wiſdom and magnificence-of 
Solomon was ſpread through all the earth; and 


% Grew many ma of wealth ang. Seaway f from 


— —-——:ñ-⁰ꝗ . . EAA ti APO ts A ECAC AS Ä >, 
, e 4 9 . * * * * 
* 
2 
4 
- > 


86 The Rin of SOLOMON. 


the moſt diſtant nations to his court: particu- 
larly the queen of Sheba, a princeſs as remark- 
able for underſtanding as for power and riches, 
came from the fartheſt part of the ſouth, to ſee 


his glory, and hearing his wiſdom, 10.264 * 


ei on nem bag 20, 
Sulamom, however. Na of God, 40 fo 
admired by men, did not perſeyere in this happy 
Kate; but Aarted aſids bbs a bralen how; ang from 
the love of wiſdom ſuffered his heart to be per- 


verted by the love of women. He took wives 
out of thoſe nations, with which God had com- 


manded the 7frae/ites not to make any alliance. 


Theſe ſoqn corrupted his heart, and drew him 


from the ſervice of the true God ſo that he 
built temples for idols, and worſhipped their 
gods and goddeſſes, going after {ſfbtorath, the 
goddeſs of the Zidonians, and after Milcam, the 


Abomination of the ſmmenizer: Thus the glory = 
de bad obtained by bis. wiſdom and virtue was 
ſullied and defaced; and the Lord expreſſed his 
1 indignation and anger, by raiſing upiſeverat ene- 
5 mies againſt him; and by foretelling that he 
would take the kingdom from bis family, and 


give it untochis ſervant; except a certain portion 
of it, which ſhould Nele reſerved to his a 15 


$62: Wen David's (ak. 
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OOO upon the death of bie 
975. father, went to Shechem, in order to 
be olmed king; where all the congrega- 
tion of //rael, being aſſembled on the occaſion, 
deſired him to redreſs ſome. grievances, and 
lighten the yoke, which had been laid upon 
them by Seſpmen. . The old counſellors, who 
were. experienced in the affairs pf the nation, 
adviſed him to give a kind and gentle an- 
ſwer, that he might ſecure the affections of 
the people, and eſtabliſn himfelf firmly on the 
| throne; , but the advice of his young giddy 
companions ſeemed, in his Vain imagination, 
more agreeable to the dignity of his govern- 
ment; and therefore, inſtead of ſoothing his 
ſubjefs, and promiſing: redreſs, he threatened 
to increaſe; their: burdens, and govern them 
with greater ſeverity than his. father had done. 
Ten of the tribes were ſo offended at this 
harſh anſwer, that they diſclaimed all allegiance 
to him; and made FJeroboam, a bold ambitious 
_ youth, king over them. The other two tribes, 
Toth ee, ve der 16: the 


intereſt 


88 Hg ORY f the King 71 E. . 
intereſt of Reboboam, and conveyed him fafely to 


Jeruſalem. 
Thus this kingdom, which was juſt eine 
into fame, was divided into two parts, the . 
dom of Judah and the kingdom of 1/rget; and 
thus God puniſhed the fins, of Solomon, by the 
folly of Reboboam; and manifeſted. to the world, 
that He bs the- ruler of kings, turning their 5 
hearts whitherſoever. he 'pleaſeth, according as 
they ate ſubjects of his er,, or his Mane 
ang. 33 
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ER 03041 H intent upon et hd 
new kingdom, beautified Shechem;-anui built 
a palace; and fearing leſt the people, if they 
went to the public feſtivals, to worſhip God at 
Jeruſalem, according to the law, might be en- 
gaged to dwell there, and become ſubjetts to the 
king of Juuab, he ſet up two goldenicalves, as 
objects of worſhip- in different: parts of his 
kingdom. By this public inſtitutiom of ſidolatry, 
the minds of the people were corrupted, and 
a door Upencd to every _ . e 205 
wiekedneſs. e ee Nam | 
He alſo took upon biasdelf che net, High- . 


| 'T prieſt, and 8 the loweſt Gb ene ward 
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people to be prieſts of the high- places, where 
they performed falſe worſhip. But as he was 
about to offer ſacrifices at Bethel, a prophet, 
who came from Feruſalem; foretold, that that 
altar ſhould be deftroyed by a king of Judah, 
named Jeſab; and when Jerobbam, being 
angry, ſtretched” forth his hand to apprehend 
him, it became ton hered, and as it were dead: 
vet upon his hamiliation, and the prayers of 
the prophet, it was reftored to him. He was 
not at all reclaimed, however, by this wonder 
ful event, nor yet by the denunciation of divine 
judgments by. Abijabh; he perſiſted till in his 
idolatry,. and alienated the minds of the people 
more. ASL moe. from the e of . true 
God | ROE A. IM 89 2 bs 
Bete Nadab ſucceeded his b een 
Cbriſt and reſembled him in impiety; but within 
95” 'two years he was ſlain. by Baoſha, who. 
put all the family of Jeroboam to death. He 
was ſucceeded:: by his ſon Elab, who in th the. 
fecond year. of his reign, was killed by Zim im, 
a captain of his chariots. But Zimri, who 
flew his maſter, had no FOR for the army 
immediately made Omri; their general, king; 
and Zimri, in deſpair, ſet fire to the palace; 
and was deſtroyed with it. Omri built the city - 
Samaria, and made it the place "of his reſt - 
_ dence. He not only walked in the ways * 
5 eee walt e to rp pig is fait. 
Enid Sov 
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in n have Sens wot lien all auh WO. 
To him. 2111 2 
| ba, Midi Prong followed SH . 
Che ample” of his father Omri, and even ex- 
$5: cecliediit; He married Fexekrljthedeugh» : 
ter of Etbbaal,. king: of the Lidouians, a proud 
and cruel woman; and by her perſuaſion, and 
influence, built an altar to Baal in Sampria, 
and made a groe for a ſuperſtitious and im pure 
worſhip. In his time lived Elijah, a great pro- 
phet, who, havipg threatened a grievous fa- 
mine, on account of the wickedneſs of A bad 
and his people, retired to the brook , 
where he was fed for ſome time by ravens. He 
met in his way with a poor induſtrious widow, 
who, though ſhe had only a little meal remain - 
ing for herſelf and ſon, cheerfully gave him a 
part; for which a& of benevolence and compaſ- 
ſion, he bleſſed ber barrel of meal and her eruiſe 
of oil, ſo that they failed not during the famine. 
The idow's ſen afterwards fell fick ang died; 
hut at her intreaty, Elijah prayed, earne fly ta 
God, and the child was reſtored to. life. t Re- 
member the poor widow's charity, and her re- 
ward; and be merciful after thy. power « if than 
| haſt much, give plenteoufly ; if thou baſil little, giue 
 ladly of that little; ſo wilt thou gather a good eqs 
wee! in the day of thine own neceſſi umu. 
- £ The holy prophet took an r 


1 of regoing deb fox bis ige. ar defied. 


him 
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hic to collect all the people and the prieſts of 
Baal to Mount Carmel: he there upbraided the 
Iſraelites with halting betten two opinions; If 
the Lord be God, ſays be, ' follow him; but i, 
Baal, then follow him. Let us, on each fide, offer 
ſacri ces, and tb Gad that canſumeth the facrifice 
by fire, tet him be acknowledged and ſerved as the 
true God. The prieſts of Baal immediately 
put a bullock upon the altar and called upon 
Baal from morning to noon; but there was ns 
voice to,, anſwer, ner any that regarded. But 
when Elijah had put a bullock upon his altar, 
and entreated the Almighty to ſnew that he was 
the Lord God, a fire came down from Heaven, 
and confumed the facrifice ; the people were at 
once aſtoniſhed and convinced; and et the 
command of the prophet, ſeized the falſe prieſts, 
and carried them to the brook r er | 
they were put to death, . 
Ahab however hardened his haves again the 
Lords and perſiſted in his wicked courſes. Hay» 
ing fixed a covetous eye upon the vineyard: of 


Naloth, adjoining to his palace, he and at 


bel eontrived by a falſe aceuſatian to have the 
poor man ſtoned to death, and then took poſ. 
ſion of the field. God expreſſed high diſpleaſure 
at this unjuſt and batbarous action; and ſoen 
after Ahab. was flain in battle by ;a Syrian, as 
had been foretold by the prophet Micaiab. He 
was ſucceeded by his ſon Abaxial, a weak and 
7 en Pence; who. died by a fall from his 
Ee : Coke 3 
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upper chamber, and Jeroboam, his brother (for 
he had no ſon), reigned. in his ſtead, This alſo 
was a wicked prince, but not ſo profane as his 
father and brother; for he removed the image of 
Baal r after which, having procured the friend- 
{hip and aſſiſtance of Feho/ſhaphat, king of Judah, 
he overthrew the — Who had e 
againſt Ifrucl. 
Before About this time Elijah was tanllates ; 
yy by a whirlwind into Heaven: but his ſpirit 
of prophecy reſted upon Eli ha, who ſaw 
him thus taken up. He immediately, gave full 
proofs that God was with him, by dividing the 
waters of Jordan with his mantle, and healing 
the waters of Jericho; and afterwards, as he 
was travelling near Bethel, when a multitude of 
wicked children mocked him, and ſaid 1 unto him, 
Go tp, "thou bald-head; Go up, thou bald bead; 
bears ruſbed out of a wood, and defiraged mp. 
2h of 1 them. Ur A dreadful warning to; thoſe, 
who turn human infirmities into ridicule, and 
make a mockery of others, becauſe they are old, 
and decrepit, and bald- headed. Thou ſhalt riſe 
up, ſays God, before the hoary head, end hanour 
: e de of the old man. e £62 bs 
Eliſha performed ſeveral EN Tot in the exe - 
ecution of his prophetic office, as ſupplying the 
armies of Zfrael and Judas with water,; in- 
creaſing a poor woman's oil fort e payment of 


her eteditors; giving, a ſon to the char able 


FA banane, and | afterwards reſtoring him to life, ; 
| when 
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when he was dead ; healing Naaman. the Syrian 
general of his leproty, and fixing it upon his 
own ſervant Gehaxi, for his falſehood and covet- 
ouſneſs; and cauſing iron to ſwim. He alſo 
ſmote a great multitude of Syrians, who were 
ſent to take him, with blindneſs ; ; and afterwards, 
when Benhadad had beſieged Samaria, and re- 
duced the city to the moſt grievous famine and 
diſtreſs, the Lord ſpread a dreadful terror through 
his army in the night, ſo that they left their 
camp and proviſions, and fled with the utmoſt 
expedition into their own country; in, conſe+. 
quence of which, the people were ſupplied with 
an unexpected plenty, according to a remarkable, 
ptediction of Bliſha., _ oy: 

. Jahn Was Taiſed. to the SA, by os Ac 
mighty to execute vengeance, on the houſe: of 
Ahab ; and began his reign by killing Fehoram, 

and caufing Jezebel to be thrown from a win- 

dow, whoſe body was "devoured by dogs, as had 
been foretold by the prophet Elijab. He then 
cut off all the family of Abab; and pretending 
a great zeal for Baal, collected all his prieſts e 
gether,” and deſtroyed them and their temple. 
He proceeded to purify the kingdom, and. en- 

_ ticely baniſh that kind of idolatry ; ; but he was „ 
only a partial reformer, tor he continued the _—_— 
old maine ol We calves, which Nr had 1 
eſtabliſned. 

FJieboabax, ib next as. aid evil in "the ſight „ 
of the Lord, Which expoſed him and his people 


to 
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to the cruel oppreſſions of tlie king of Syria; till, 
by his repentance and ſupplication, the anger of 
the Lord was averted, and deliverance granted. 
After a troubleſome reign, he left the kingdom 
to his ſon Joaßb; who obtained three complete 


viQories over the king of Syria; and, having 
overcome Amaziah, king of Judah, ſpoiled the 


temple at Jeruſalem, and took away the frea» 
ſures of the king's houſe. 


Before Jeroboam, the ſon of Foafs, ſucceeded to 
823 the throne; who walked in the ſteps of 

525. his anceſtors, and did evil in the ſight of 
the Lord: yet toben the affliction of Iſrael was 
_ Very bitter under the oppreſſion of their enemies, 
and they cried unto the Lord, He had compaſ- 


ſion on them, and wrought out their deliverance 
by the hand of Jrreboam. Being encouraged 
by the prophet Jonab, he over- ran all the coun- 

try of Syria, recovered many territories which 


had been taken from Iſrael, and We the 

kingdom to its former greatneſs. | 
About this time Fonah was ſent 6 

nounce judgment againſt Nineveb, the metro- 


1 polis of the ¶ Hyrian empire, becauſe the wieked- 


neſs of it was very great: but the prophet, 
afraid of fulfilling the commiſſion, took ſhip for 

Tarſhiſh. He was ſoon overtaken, however, by 
a dreadful ftorm; and the ſailors, ſuppoſing him 
do be the occaſion of their danger, threw him 
overboard. He was immediately ſwallowed by a 


a and, after having been W pre- 
ä ag; "erage | 
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ferved for three days and nights, was thrown 


on ſhore; after which, with a penitent heart 


and devout ſubmiſſion to the will of God, he 
_ proceeded to Nineveh, and delivered the awful 
meſſage. The-inhabitants were ſo affected and 
alarmed with it, that they proclaimed a faft, and 
by their humiliation, repentance, and prayer, 
obtained pardon and ſafety from the Lord. 


telt is certain, that God might have preſerved 


Jonah by appeaſing the ſtorm, but he made uſe 


of tbis extraordinary method to manifeſt his 5 
power, and teach the prophet better obedience 


for the future; and eſpecially, to give an emblem 
or type of the burial and reſurrection of our Sa- 


viour; for, as Jonah was three days and nights in 
tze whale s belly, ſo was the Son of man three days 


and nights in the heart of the earth. 


After the ſucceſsful reign of unde, there 
was a vacancy in the throne for ſeveral years, 


Before which was filled at laſt: by Zechariah, the 


Chriſt ſon of Feroboam; from whoſe time to the 
5 captivity the hiſtory is full of confuſion, 


treaſon, and murder. Zechariah, at the end of 

fix months, was ſlain publicly before the people 

dy Shallum, who uſurped the crown, and after a 
reign of N et N was nn . 1 his 


„ - 
© Menabem was ſi ncoeeleg: by his foi Prkabiah, 


chöz'aſter two years reign, was murdered in his 
—_— 5 e one one 0 820 generals; and 
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Pelah, after having ſeen; the kingdom over- run 


by the Afyrians, and reduced to a ſtate of anar- 
chy and confuſion, was murdered in his turn by 


Retire He Mea, in whoſe time the an * 


6 1 * 3. 1 2 2 : 48 s 
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T HE rents inen 0 eee all bad 


called the Hebrews, as n choſen gineration, 
and a peculiar people, and had trained them up by 


many wonderful methods in the knowledge o 
himſelf; not only that they might preſerve a ſpirit 


of true piety and religion anſdng themſelves, but | 
alſo that they might be the happy means of re- 


forming the idolatry. and ignorance of other na- 


tions. Yet, inſtead; of complying; with this im- 


7 portant deſign of Providence, they defeated, it, by 


gi ing way to the ſuperſtitious deluſions; ofthe 


Heathens, and going aſtray after other gods. 


Tbey ſet up images, and worſhipped the hoſt of 
Heaven, and ſold themſelves to do evil in the 


ſight of the Lord. The Almighty patiently, 


endured their ingratitude and wickedneſs for a a2 


long courſe of years, and earneſtly invited them, 
by ſe n ſacred meſſengers to repentance. He 


alſo, 


* F % 5 
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alſo frequently oppreſſed and afflited them by 
private calamities and domeſtic troubles, as well 
as by foreign enemies, in order to bring them to 
a ſenſe of their impieties, and a real amendment 
of heart and life. But, at laſt; when they were 
' ® hardened in fin and idolatry, and grew worſe 
and worſe, he reſolved to execute the heavy, 
judgments which had been denounced againſt 
them, to deſtroy their kingdom, and ſeatter i them 
among all people. ; 
Accordingly, in the reign of Hyfhea, the king 
of Aſyria invaded the country, took Samaria by 
ſtorm, after a ſiege of three years, and quite 
deſtroyed it. He ſhut up Haſbra in priſon, and 
having carried the people away captives, ſettled 
them in different parts of ¶MHria and Media. ef 
He alſo tranſplanted a great number of his own 
ſubjects into Samaria, and the country round . 
about, that they might enjoy the land of the 
| Jfratlites, and Keep the reſt of the people in 
ſubjeQion. Thus this kingdom, after it had 
continued two hundred and fifty. four years; was 
deſtroyed, and the people ſcattered, according to 
what the prophet Heſea' had foretold, God e : 
caſt them away, becauſe they did not hearken unt 3 
Him, and they wn be wanderers n * 3 3 
tions, Wo EEE, 


a wort 


his fobfecls. "Therefore God, le 
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Eu ti, "upon | the e 5 


ten tribes raiſed a large army, in order to 


p % 
. 


reduce ce them t obedience ; but was prevente 


from marching, againſt, them by, the, 9 otice | 


. Shtmaiah, who informed him, that the 1 — | 


of "the kingdom took place, by « divine Appoint= 
ment. He, oon "forſook | the. true worſhip 

Göd, and gave bimfelf up t to. ";dolatry and w 1950 
eds!" which he Was too read ily fol followed. by. 


ed 


nt "againſt them * 


the ED print, who entered Feruſalom, and, ſpoil- 


"Y ed the temple and the palace of their. treaſures, | ag 
He lefe the ſtate, much diminiſhed, to hi is ſon ; 
Abijab, Who gained a complete Mddory over 


7 34.3% gf ; $4 


a, and recovered many eities and \trong, 


1 piäcke tom the T/raclites; yet! be walted d in the 


N 


LM father, and his heart Hogs / ot bene 
4 7 e 
ses, bis fon, ho ſucceeded W e 
cba pio ye the firſt years of his reign. in root 
Toy” ing out idolatry, ang reforming , his kin - 
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dom "tie © "deſtroyed th e groves | and images, 
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Far. His piety was crowned with a ſignal vie- 
tory over. the Ethiopians; but aftewards, being 
engaged in war with Baaſba, he ſhewed a diſ- 
truſt of the divine power and goodneſs, by pur- 
chaſing the affiſtance of the king of "Syria ; and 
growing peeviſh and impatient under a ſevere 
diſtemper in his feet, he caſt a prophet i into. pri- 
ſon, wWho was ſent to reprove him for his error. 
Belbre 5 Feboſhaphat, the next king, bega n his 
N _ reign with the utter deſtruction of * iola- 
"\try;. and ſent prieſts through the king- . 
dom to inſtruct the people in their duty; ſo 
that he Was beloved by his people, and honour- s 
ed by the neighbouring | nations. But he was 
guilty of; a great error in marrying his ſon Je. 
hoyam. t to Aibatiahs, the - daughter of Abab, the 
idolatrous king of Tirael, a and in making an alli- 
: ance With. him againſt the king of Syria. |. He 
: eddeavoured however to repair his fault by 3 
more fervent zeal for divine worſhip, and a 
. ſtricter adminiſtration of justice. Therefore 
when the Ammonites and Maabites invaded. his 1 
dominions,.. the Lord, ſpread: a terror among 
them, ſo that miſtaking one another for enemies, „ 
they carried on Aa mutual laughter, till the 5 5 | 
whole army was deſtroyed: after which . 1 4 
phat. ended his days in peace. 


* 


Pefore - ; Jeharam,, his ſon, as ſoon. as hs had got 
+ 2 the crown, in order to ſecure it, murder. 
ed all his bothers; and being influences 
by his wicked queen, eſtabliſhed the worſhip | 4 . 


3 uy 


Ly ſoxg.< diſeaſes, . A 
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of Baal through bis kingdom. The diſpleaſure 
of the Almighty was manifeſted in the revolt of 
the Edomites; and again in an invaſion by the 
Phits Hines and Ammonites, who ravaged his coun- 
try and plundered Jrruſulom. After which ca- 
lamity, he was attacked by a grievous diſeaſe in ; 


che böwels, and died in a miſerable manner. 
Ae 
ſhip d 8 with 


Jeb | New! them both at the ſame time. | Upon 


his foo, entered into a ſtrick friend- | 
1 ehoram, king of Iſrael, and was in- 
volved, th: the. ſame judgment with bim; for 


bis death, his mother Atbaliaß uſurped the king- 


dom; and, that ſhe might poſſeſs ĩt without op- 


| politons, endeavoured to deſtroy all his chil= 
dren: | But 7 eboaſh, : an infant, was ſecretly con- | 


veyed_ away by the wife of Jebosada the high⸗ 


prieſt: and after ſeven years, Athaliah, who had 
filled the kingdom with murdets and impieties, ; 


V 256 and 1 VPPg Faun RY upon the 
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1 and true. 7 don was. fetter but, | 


5 the death of that good and prudent coun- g 


nn 


5 ſellor, he: gave v way to the infinuati ng perſuaſions 


of, had men, and revived the wor ſhip « of idols. — 


+ Bis guilt was ſoon. followed with puniſhment ; I 


*-# 4 . 


FE he was conquered by the Syrian, vexed v with 
d at daſk ee Jain by i 


his on Jettans,, s 0g 2 001 
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Wes Amaxiub, having his; father's [example 


Ihe and fate before his eyes; began his feign 
continue in the fear and favour of God. A. 
glorious: victory, which he obtained over the 
Edomites, ſwelled his heart with: pride; and fo, 
great was his infatuation, that he forſook God, 
the author of his ſucceſs, and paid adoration to 


the idols of Adem, which could not deli ver their, 
own rpor ſhippers « out of i his Band. He was after | 


wards defeated by the king of Haul, 5: and at laſt 

killed by his ſubjects. „ 
Dxziab, who is alſo 1 F being 

ſeated. on the throne, conducted bimſelf with 


gteat wiſdom and piety, and was bleſſed with. 
ſucceſs. againſt the neighbouring nations. ' He 


Nat 


repaired and fortified Jerigſalam, and invented 


iir 


ö many inſtruments and engines of war. He was 


alfa great lover of buſbandry, planting vines, 


and feeding many cattle. But his ſucceſs proved 


bis ruin; profperity corrupted his heart; elated 


with pride, he uſurped the prieſt's office, guy 87 


fered to burn incenſe, but in the attempt Was T 


ſuddenly itricken'with leproſy; upon which he 


retired to a private houſe, where he' continued, 


under the infection, to the day of his death. 


41 


Before As Uzziah was, rendered” incapable. 3f- 4 

e bondufting public Affairs, Jochem, his ſon, 
took the government into his hands; * 

[ aherited bis father's virtues without his vices; 


be was religious towards 1 and ee to- 


with piety and goodneſs; but did not long 
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wards, man. He died in peace; a and was ſuc- 
ceeded by his wicked ſon Abax, who, re · eſta- 
bliſhed idolatry; and after the abomination of 
the heathen, /acrificed in the valley of | the ſans of 
Hinnom, and made his children paſs through the 
fire to Molach.— Rezin king of Syria, and Palab 
king of Iſrael, attacked his kingdom in different 
parts, and carried away many captives and rich 
ſpoils. In this di Mreſs he treſpaſſed yet. more 
 againſl. the Lord; he even ſhut up the doors of 
the temple, and entirely ſuppreſſed the worſhip of 
the Supreme Being; and went on in a courſe of 
ſhocking profanenels, till he finiſhed his inglo- 
rious reign in the thirty-ſixth year of his age. 
Before, Hezekiab, his ſon, having obſerved the 
a diſtreſſes of his country, and conſidered 
the ſource, of them, endeavoured to apply 
a ; Pepper remedy: he opened the temple, and 
_ reſtored divine worſhip, according to the law 
of Moſes. He broke the images, cut down the 
'  groves,. and cleanſed the city and the land from 
the pollution of | idols, After ſeveral years of 
peace and proſperity, he was ſeized with a ſe- 
vere illneſs, and forewarned by the prophet 
. Iſaiah to prepare for death, as it was beyond tbe 
power of human art to recover him. U he king. 
being anxious for his country, which the 4 5 
Hrians were now invading, as well as from a 
natural ayerſion to death, intreated fot. a longer 
lite; and his fervent prayers. were. ſuch, ;powet- 
ful advocates with the Father of mereles, that 
3 
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. Faiab was ſent to afſire him, that fifteen Yeahs 
| ſhould" be added to his life, and that bis King- 
dom ſhould be delivered” from the Af ria . 
The Lord alſo, to convince him of the cru of 
this prophecy, cauſed the fun {ot at leaſt" the 
Tays of it) to go back ten degrees upon 4 ſull. 
dial in the palate. —Sonnacherib, the: king öf 
| Aria, had already! made a rapid conquet « of tle 
land of Judah; and, as he drew near to / 
ſalem, he ſent an inſolent blaſphemods' letter to 
the king. Hexeliah prepared for a vigorous de- 
fence; but at the fame time relied Wholly upon 
the divine affiſtance: he therefore! ſprend tile 
letter before the Lord, and carneſtiysimplored 
him to vindicate his honour, and reſcue him and 
his people from the impending ruin. God heard 
tis! prayer; and while the proud and” ' haughty 
' Conqueror was intending to ſtorm the eity; and 
already thought himſelf maſter of it, in that very 
nigbi, the angel of the Lord mot ths camp of 
the Afprians, ant hundred four ſtore and five thi 
fand. | . Thus the time of extreinity Was the 
time of mercy; and when all things were del. 
ſperate, the Lord ſaved Hezehiah; for he e. : 
In the Lord Gia of Tiraet, and clave unte him; and 
indetd, wholdever putteth his cruſt in the Tore 7 
half never be eonfolinded!” l ans 380 
Before Hezetiab died itl heads ee LH 
Oi rented; and was ſucceeded by bis ſgg 
. e e 5 no Was as edo Los elt Is 
ety, 45 bis father had beed is deltroy it; 
NN | F 3 . 0 1 
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ids Hand ned Wimiſelf to every kind of wicked- 
Mess and eruelty; and filled en Win the 
Oblogd! of de prleſts and prophets” sf che Lord. 
ber Was ſtopped in his mad career by the 2; . 
Hriant, Who darried him in chains to Babylon. 5 
In his affliction, however, 3e humbled 22 If 
OBrearly befort the God of hit fathers,” hò therefore 
"eaſed" bim to be reſtore to his" throtie he 
penitent King expreſſed? is gratitude, f A Hey 
d religious fe, and from à wicke Froel'ty- 
"Fine became one of the beſt monarchs! nes 
155 Anon, upon ſucceeding rc the the one, 
from ge took the former part of 5 th er's keien . 
. 4 för his example, and 1 under Bis fanction 
and enevusg ment the kingdbitt was fob ber- 
Tün ein ehe and fin. ale k urd Fats he 


v aNaffinated by his ſervants,” and fl e crown 


FR 18 D- 


defcended to his fon, the pious 7% ); who 
| "Brought aboy it a a total "reformation." "He. en | 
Heck All the idols, and particolarly't the altar at 

"Bethel, as had been foretold. © He repaired” the 

"temple, reſtored the regular worſhip of God, 
and cauſed the book of the law to be read and 
explained by the prieſts publicly and. diſtinctly 
to the people. "He died of a wound which be 
received j in a battle with the Egyptians ; and: his 
*youngeſt fon Fehoahaz, was made king oy the 
people; but he was ſoon dethroned by the king 
of Agype, who gave the crown to Eliakim, his 


eldeft brother, and I" his name to N fo 
ee. „ | 
725 51 . Tan, 


2 


The Captivity of the Two Tribes. 105 


Before  Tehoiachin, who was deaf to the reproof 
Chriſt and denunciations of the prophet Jeremiah, 


mw. was ſoon , obliged to become. tributary to 


 Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 3, who carried 


Daniel and a, great multitude of the, Jews into 
. captivity... Afterwards, upon a refuſal: of pay- 
ment, be took Jeriſalem, flew. the king, and 
gave the crown to his ſon. Jeboiachin. But that 
powerful monarch, who was the inſtrument of 
divine vengeance againſt the Jews, ſoon return- 
_ ed, ſtripped the temple and the city of their 


treaſures, and carried the king, and N N | 


2 captives, to Babylon. | 


.  Zedekrab, uncle to Jehoiachin, was a ap- 
pointed king. by him, and continued faithful to 
bim for ſome years; but at length, being de- 


ceſved by falſe prophets, and diſregarding the 


vice of Jeremiah, who recommended patience 


Th ſubmiſſive truſt in God, he rebelled againſt 


"Nebuchadnezzar, and brought deftruRtion upon Ft 


4 9118 


himſelf and wh country. 
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2iſh * of Divine Providence, containing 


an. vicble amazing 22 of God's ſuperin- 
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The Coptivig of FY Twe. Tribes... 


ole all public events, and direQing them 
uniformly according to the rules of, Juſtice, and 
righteouſneſs. While they cheriſhed ey and 
virtue, they flouriſhed and dwelt in ſafety; they 
were. ſucceſsful, in wary and rich and —— in 
peace: and when, on the contrary, they, de- 
parted. from the commandments. of, the Lord, 
and didithat which, was evil in his fight, the Al- 
mighty either ſent, a famine, or drought, or 
peſtilence, or ſtirred up the neighbouring . na- : 
tions againſt them, for. the puniſhment of their : 
guilt, and the refarmation of their lives, Hut 
hardneſs ef heart was the prevailing ch 8 haradler of 
the Jerus ; they were remarkable for 2 frogs in- 
clination to worſhip. idols and, to worl k wicked - 
neſs; neither the different chaſtiſements ein- 
AiQed, upon them, nor tl inſtructions and, ex- 
amples,, "X the. prophets, nor the dreadful Jude- 
anents, clearly, and repeated] y denounced againſt 
. hem, nor even the recent deſtruction, of the 
= Kingdom of Iſrael, were able to root it gut; 3 and 
at length they became ſo wicked, ſo corrupt, 
And ſo idolatrous, that the Lord ſaid, 1 will re- 
move Judah alſo out of my "fight, as 1 have re- 
' moved Iſrael, and will caft off this city Jeruſalem, 
which I have choſen, and the houſe of which I ſaid, 
name fall be there. Accordingly, in the 
reign of Zedetiab, king of Judab, that king- 
dom alſo was over-run by the A/jrians, who 


IS plundered the ſacred ant ofthis "horn 8 1 
fo EE | fer | 
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"ee figs to that and to the city; #nd- carried away 

de king and people to Babylon (maoligu 
May we learn, in all' events both public 
| And private, to conſider God as preſent; and 
| drirxecting all things | May we fix our view upon 
1 . him in all our deſigns and alt our works, zin 
every Eirtumſtance of life and every aRionyof 
tbe day]! And as the declining ſtate of practical 
"godlineſs amongſt us, and the prevailing! cor- 
tuption and diffoluteneſs of manners; ſnew that 
"the meaſure of our iniquity, /as a nationy+ is 
Flling up very faſt, and we have reaſon to ex- 
ect ſome grievous puniſhment,” may we turn 
A unte the Lord, now while be holds back his 
band from udgment, and gives us us ſpace to re- 
bent! May we apply ourſelves heartily to re- 
Form our own tempet and conduct, and Rudy i to 
promote the practice of piety and virtue among 
= others, that we may draw dowi from Heaven 


10 


— ighbours as well as ourſelves; for (as we 


e ſeen in the hiſtory of the ; Jews ) Righttonſ- 5 
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the bleflings of proſperity and peace upon our 


N _ 
— 1 — 


& 


| bylon "where, after ſome time, havin F difcover- 
ed to the king, by the affiftance. 0 


wile" men of the kingdom were "incapable of | 
doing, b he Was made governor of the whale 
 pfovince, | and his friends were advanced to 

places of chief dignity and truſt. The great 

men, however, whole” hearts | were ſet upon 
5 thoſe bigh offices, obſerved them with a deer 
eye, and induftriouſly ſought | an occa 

| bringing about their ruin. Therefore when the 
young men, out of zeal for the honour of God, 


* which the king had commanded all men to 2 4 
wWoorſhip, threatening that they who did not 
comply ſhould be caſt into a burning furnace z 


Pt I OE > 
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1 HE prop het Daniel had been carried with 


137 


'fome friends, among whom were Shbadrach, 


. hach, and Abednego, into captivity to Be- 
God, "his 


dream and 115 interpretation « of | it, which the 


de 1 


ion of : 


refuſed to pay adoration to a golden image, 


they were accuſed of the violation of the royal 
law, and condemned to undergo that ſevere 


uniſhment, But the angel 1 the Lord came . 
"ES HA 
42 2 5 | downs 


eb, Aucbackz and Audio. 


doton, and made the furnace as it had l a moi 0 
_ whiſtling wind, ſo that the fire touched them not ar 

all. Upon which the king cried out with amaze- 

ment and joy, Bleſſed be the. God of Shadrach, 
Meſpach, and Na, 100 hath ſent his angels, 

and delivered his ſervants who truſted-in him. 

1. The Lord watcheth over the righteous ; 
no power can deprive them of his protection; in 
5 moſt diſtreſſing eircumſtances, he i is able to 
Pal them 3 and though he ſuffer the malice 
of their enemies to prevail even unto death, yet 
ſill they are ſafe: his favour reacheth beyond 
the grave; bis laving-kindneſ, ; is better than liſe 
ſelf. N, bile 4 live, therefore, F will not remove 
mine integrity from, me: but will commit myſelf 
unto the Lord in well- doing, . after the exam ple of 
thoſe pious, heroes : : 0 Nebuchadnezzar, 6 our God, 

_ whom we ' ſerve, i is able to deliver us from the burn- 


out of thy band. But if not, be it known unto thee, 
0 King, we 2vill not ſerve thy gods, nor r the . 


| Wer ee uli thou "oO fn ** Fr 8 
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11 Ty . 


ing fery furnace ; 15 and oe truſt, witl. deli ver us. | 


4 


110 Perſidation wat Potent eDunIEE. 


$3 WG TIM ha N N V N 2 N A d 


12 


* 171 1 Ke ens v +15 14.079 "03 > 31 1 * . 18. T3 


ine ul as Oni CH C43 1476 work 2d 71199 


3 eib {is Pl IG] inn. 2 n 11 mY >\is 10 
Ne H A P. XXXIII. 


1 13 82 1 3279. tpal 10 bot 81 2197 5164 


CITES and Deliverance. of DANIEL. 


4 + a! 303-3613 * Win A a 14 40 15. 2004 


5 * 
= * f 2 
111 


2 A PT ER ſeveral years, the city of Ba- | 


538. 8 * Bylon* was taken, and the güvern- 
ment totally deſtroyed by the 7 7 unh Pu. 


ant, according to the Expreſs denumciatiöns 
of Daniel and Vckel⸗ prophets. pon len 
"Darius (called alfo' Cyatarts )," thee" of Offus 
the Great, and confederite” with bim im the 
war, united the kingdom of Babylon to that bf 


Media; and having divided all his domimfons. 
into one hundred and twenty Provinces," ap 
pointed Daniel the firſt preſident of the HY 


I | ; empire; to which high office his experience and 
| "wiſdom juſtly entitled him. This exaltation of 


+ Daniel gave great offenee to the princes and 


nobles; they were envious of his ſupefior merit 


as well as his ſuperior dignity, and reſolved to 


embrace the firſt opportunity of impeaching his 


4 


conduct and depriving him of his honours. In 
voain, however, did they keep a ſtrict eye upon 
his adminiſtration of public affairs; for be di- 


rected all things with ſuch prudence and inte- 


grity, 3 as ' precluded 7 accuſation or tech 


* 4 
if 


15 2 / * FEES? 


IH ny 4 1110} _ 1914 tire : 


Perſecution and Dei uerance of DAN L. 2 I 8 


there was no error or fault found in him. At 
length, by a wicked contrivance, they turned 
even his piety and devotion into an inſtrument 


of their malice ; for they procured an edict} from 


the king, forbidding all perſons to offer any 
prayers to God. or man, except to the king, for 
thirty days, under the penalty of being baſtł into 
the den of lions. Daniel was nat tetrified, by 
the danger that threatened him, into any mean 


diſtmulatign; but preferred his duty to eery 


WW... 


confalecation-in the world; and, ſupported by 
conſeious inngcence, and a, ſteady truſt in the 
dixyipe power and goodneſs, be #neeled upon his 

knees three. times a, day, and prayed,, and gave 
thanks befare; his, Gad, as he bad done, afore-time. 
Fear them. not, wha kill the body,; and after 


that have no more that they can do: but fear. Him, 
_ who,. e he Hat killed, hath Neuer to caſi in- 


to hell. e 
1 I-98 enemies 79 Paid a accuſed 


; king: of having tranſgieſſed the royal decree, and 
_ urged the execution of the ſentence with ſo much 
earneſtneſs, that the king, though with great 
reluctance, gave way to their importunity, and 


commanded him to be caſt into the den of lions. 
But God ſent an angel, and ſtopped: ibe lions 
"months, that they Jhoud not hurt him, 'becauje in- 


nocence was found in bim, and becauſe he believed 


in bis God: and when the king, who returned 


to the den the next morning with the utmolt | 


en found that the OBO: had (53 
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ſerved bis faithful ſeryant, he cauſed him to be 
drawn, qut, and his wicked accuſers to be thrown 
among the beaſts, which, though they had no 
power over Daniel, immediately killed and de- 
voured them. & The Lord is known by the 
Judgment which he executeth ; the wicked are . 


Lin e pit, bs they made. 5 

The king, aſtoniſhed at the . „ 

A juſtice of Divine Providence, thus wonderfully 
mnabifelted, publiſhed a decree through all his 
dominions, commanding men to acknowledge 
and reverence the God of Daniel, who is the liv- 
ing Cod and fledfaft for euer. He delivereth and 
reſcueth, and he worketh ſigns and wonders in hea- 
ven and i in earth, who hath owls sf ac 7 Daniel erm 


34 


a9 


the 1 7 the lions: . OY 
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th Reins of the Captives, of Riferation 4 : 
nn the ö vg 5 
as oy bath ec bs 38 9112 © Re 


1 1. and Babylon, | 


b by 1 65 name, in "the e of Joh, two 5 
 hupdred years | before his bifth; and Was 


by the Almigh to deliver. | bis 5 ople, . and re- 5 
105 e 


tore 125 to e of their f ers. Wes | 
therefore, 


tAirefole. the Jew had continiis J ſebent 
esrb, "hit 0 was the dich ee 


1050 18 to tete to Jeeben, 7771 te- 

5 Both" city and te temp le. Many thouſand cap- 
de ended for this purpoſe; AY and being, Ar- 
ett Pudea ger” the, conduct ot  Zerubba: x 


Bel, ap plied th themſelves earne ly to th deſſred 


"Wife ane Li "the 'foun tions "of the temple 
with elt Joy. 7 But te "Samgritans ( the” peo- 
ple who had been planted, i in the” cities 'of the 
Bebel upon their captivity 58 by | by various © arts. 


obftructed "the blen g, ſo that the build- | 


ing went on very LEM till the ecree of 
n "revived d' confirmed by arius, 


Hd the prophets” at Þ and Zabel Wrred 


up the people with promiſes and "threats: from 3 


God; upon which they renewed the work with 


Auch oh zeal and vigour, and finiſhed i it. with 


great expedition, 


| | Before ., Aﬀtery ſevetal years ee (who. is 
Chriſt alſo ca led. Artaxerxes) gave. awple power 
to 8 Hare, a a man © of. 2 pious and good tem- 


Ay 
A. deeply ſkilled in the knowledge of 


fp jo. ſettle the Fewiſh government and re- Te 
worlhip ole God. He executed the com- 


fare the . 
miſſion, with wit 1 7 5 piety and diligence, : and i ina 


reat ;mealu e refo AY regulated the affairs. 
ba , of c 0 1 He 2 allo collected the 
J Teffam ment, examined, and cor- 
Re rected 


ic. 


The Retarn 57 the Captivis, rc. 113 
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refed them, and placed them in pr. oper order 
for TARA of the people. 


Notwithſtanding. the Zeal and di ligence, of 7 
Ra the city ſtill remained ii in a ruinous and . 


8 


miſerable ſtate; without Bates and gp piga: 
walls; open to the invaſion, | as well a as ſubject 
to: the reproaches, of « every enemy. . Nehemia 


N 


cup- -beirer'to ' Hhaſuerus, being informed of this 5 
diſmal condition of the holy city, was ſo affect 
ed with it, that he earneſtly intreated the king 


for permiſſion to go thither; "the king readil 
| granted his requeſt, and gave bim A full commi 


mY yam 


ſion to repair.and fortify t the city. 7 Upon his ar- | 
rival at Feruſalem, he undertook the work With 


great reſolution, and perſevered in it unwea- 
riedly, till i it was finiſhed and. completed. He 


obliged. uſurers and N to ,teſigrs to 


every man his rights, and lived in „ S&NFEOUE 


huoſpitable manner, remitting the lawful ſalary 
due to him as governor, and entertaining a 


great number everyday at his table. He diſ- 


ſolved all unlawful marriages among the Jews, 


and required them, who had taken wives from 
| other nations, to put them away. 1 He reſtored 


divine worſhip to a regular ſtate, and cauſed the 


| law alſo to be read and expounded to the peo- 


ple. By theſe means he brought about ſuch 3 


refor ation in their minds, that, oha da) 


pointede for à ſolemn ſaſt; the prinecs, prie 2 


and Levites; made a public acknow 


wa 8585 WN 8 ind 525 108 lil oO) 2204 the 


Th Bak of ESTHER. tis 


the goodneſs of God and their own wickedneſs, 


and entered into a ſacred: covenant with the Al: 


mighty, to which they ſet their hangs and feals, 
That they would walk in his Tay! and FL m_ 


diligently ; for the future. Tre 


Permit me, 56, Lord, to enter into 4 * | 


emu engagement with thee, i in imitation of. the 
- Jews under Nehemiah; that I may conſider my- 
ſelf as one of thy covenant children, and look 
up unto thee as my F ather and my God: I was 
gtaciouſly admitted into covenant with thee at 
my baptiſm ; and I'defire now to renew it with 


full underſtanding and conſent of mind. I make 
a Willing ſurrender of myſelf to thy ſervice 


andi as it is hearty and ſincere, O may it be en- 
[tire and perpetual! Let every ſin be avoided by 
me; let every with, which is inconſiſtent with 
thy will, be ſubdued and rooted out, and er me 
* Wy, thine | for ever. Amen. e 
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eee en ha people to reverence ani bon 
192 . But Alerdicai, a * and ſer- 


* 4 


15 2 x * 7 _ 


chief favourite, ta the higheſt honours, and 
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vant of the king, apprehending poſibly that | 


the reverence. and homage required was more. 
than ought to be paid to man, diſregarded the. 


commanc „and ſuffered him to paſs to and fro 


without notice. This neglect and ſoeming con- 

tempt ſo irritated the proud Haman, that he de- 
termined to deſtroy not only Mordecai, but bis 
whole nation too. Hann alſo, in all probabi · f 
lity, bore ſome reſentment. againſt the Fews, in 
general, becauſe he was deſcended from the Ana- 
tekites; whoſe, nation. had been deſtroyed by the 


Tfraclites, Influenced by theſe motives, he re- 


preſented them to the king, as a wicked and ob- : 
ſtinate, a ſeditious and rebellious, people; : and 
prevailed upon him to ſign / decree for te de- 


Kruktion of all the Fru, men, wemeß, And, 1 


| b er e histempire. b 
This: bladdy decree” ſpread error 9 grief. 
among the Feiws, Who-inirhediately with" weep 


ing and faſting prayed for deliverance to Hime. 


who had ſo often fo rgiven | their Tins, "and.reſc.. 
ceued them from imminent danger. T he God, 
who heareth prayer, . had compaſſion on them, 
and turned the wicked deſigns of- Haman to his 
own ruin: for the king, being one night reſi- 


leſs and incapable of fleep, ordered his attend- 


ant to read to him the records of his reign: 
and being therein reminded of the great merit 


* 


of Mordecai, who had ſaved his life from con- 


ſpirators, and yet had not been rewarded, he 


called . and ed him, what honour 


Kun | | ſhould 


ce t6 : 
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ſhould be done unto the man whom he greatly 
loved: Haman, preſuming that he alone was 
beloved by the king, gave ſuch advice as ſuited 
his own ambitibn. Upon which the King com- 
manded, that Mordecai ſhould be arrayed, with 
the royal tobe, and ride through the city in 
triumph; and that Haman ſhould lead the horſe, 1 
and proclaim before him, 7 Thus, Hall it be dans to 2 | 
the 3 man "whom the. ting delighteth ta hatoure. 11, | ; 


"Afterwargs., Eber, the queen; who N 1 
Teweſe 5, took à proper opportunity to inform, the... 
king of the ambition. and crueity of Zaman, and | 
intreated for the lives of herſelf and her people: | 
and the. king, being fully ſatisfied-of the guilt of 
. - favourite,' ordered that he ſhould be hanged. 
7 upon a high gallows, whieh Haman himſelf had 
a little before erected, intending to hang Morde. 
cai on it. i Mordecai, on the contrary, was raiſed 
to great honour, and power ; and an edict i imme 
diately / publiſhed through the kingdom in fayour - 
of the Fewws ; „ who appointed two days, to be ob 
ſerved” yeafly for e ever, as days of rejoicing, in 
thankful remembrance of this providential eſcape 
from deftrution. t 1 Thus Haman ate of the fruit 
of his own way, and was filled with his own devices, 
—Gel ai, ſappointeth the devices of the crafty, 3. He 
| putteib own the mighty from their feat, and ſcat-'.- 
tereth the proud i in the imagination / their id b 
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| 0 lived 10 hd abe wi af Us 68: 
/ . ſeems to. have been a perſon of - exalted 
rank: his ſubſtance and poſſeſſions were very _ 
conſiderable; he had alſo ſeven ſons and three 
daughters; r was more diſtinguiſhed and 
honoured for his piety and benevolence ;: for he 
feared God, and tſchewes 
ſented as ſuſpecting the ſineerity of this good 
man, and alleging, that if he was deprived of 


eb. Sata dDreptes- . 


* 


his fortune and health, his temper and conduct 
would change with his circumſtanees. Per- 


miſſion therefore was granted by the Almighty 


for the trial of his integrity, and accordingly 
atfflictions were heaped upon his head: he be- 
came as remarkable for calamity, as he had 
been for. proſperity: his oxen and camels were 
taken away by robbers, his ſheep were con 


. 


+ ſumed. by lightning, and his children over- 


whelmed by a houſe blown down by a whirl- 
wind. He was afterwards ſeized with a violent 
diſtemper, which overſpread his body with ſore Hh 
boils from the ſole of his foot unto his crown: 
bs his wife, who "_ to have taken a bare 
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in his diſtreſs, and Jeflaned the weight of-it by. 
a thouſand little offices of domeſtic love and 


friendſhip, raſhly adviſed him to murmur againft- 


the diyine juſtice, and to Ref God to deſtroy s 
him. . 
His friends concluded, ow bis uncommon 


calamities, that he was a ſinner and hypocrite ; 85 


1 and argued, that God i is ſtrietiy juſt, rewarding ; 


virtue and puniſhing vice; and that therefore he 


muſt either confeſs is RET guilt, or charge God 


with unrighteotlneſs. | Fob, in his anſwers, ke” od | 
knowledges indeed; that he is not infallible and 
ſrre from common failings, and conſequently 
ought to be humble and ſubmiſſiye under the 
hand of God but inſiſts, that he was honeſt and 
ſincere in the diſrhurge of his duty, and appeals, 


imvindibation of it, from the falſe judgment of. 


men to the unerring judgment' of God. He 


afferts,' that there is little or no difference be- 


tween the! good and the wicked in the external 


adminiftration of Providence; that both are liable 


to th ſame Wer rte and often involved in 
one to mon ruin; which proves fully, that 


there muſt be a future fate, in which the rigbte- 


ousg ho ſuffer here, will be ſignally rewarded. 


In that my Redeemer livetb; and, though worms | ; 


_ defltoy: this. body, yet ſhall mine eyes behold God. 


At length, in order to determine the debate, | 
the unerring Judge hitnſelf is tepreſented as in- 
terpoſing'; who, having convinced the diſput- 


_ ants , Ou 1250 were to penetrate. the ways | 
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and deſigns of Heaven, and. explain the whole 
ſcheme ol Providence, repfoved the friends of 
Jab, and and declared expreſsly i in his favour. He 
then put an end to his ſufferings, blefſed him 
with a numerous offspring, and gave him twice 
as much wealth as he had before ; ; ſo that the lat- 
ter end of his life Was more PIPE; chan the 5 
| beginning oh nt ee. | 
ti We ſhould led from this excellent book, hy. 
not to judge and condemn others, becauſe they, 
are poor, or ſick, or under any calamity, Af- 
fictions are no proof of men's being wicked and 
forſaken by God ; He ſometimes brings the good 
and faithful, for forecal wiſe and gracious pur- 
poles, into the moſt grievous calamities. —Chiift, 
though pure and ſpotleſs, and highly beloved of : 
God, ſuffered and died upon the eros. 
c The example of Job teaches us to em- 
9 ourſelves and eur wealth in doing good 
to others, according to their various neceſſities. 
He was eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame, 
the father of the poor, a refuge to the ſtranger, 
. the deſender of the oppreſſed, the comforter of 
the widow, and the protector of him that had 
none to help him, —They who are rich in this 
- world ſhould be rich in * works, ready to gie, 
glad to diflribute. poles i 
-- 1a teaches us alſo to. reſign. ourſelves. 4 | 
| tientiy to our afffictions, and to bend our, wills 
to the divine will; ſtill to rely upon God with 
full'rult and confidence, and not only to 5. 
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tify; but to glorify- hin in all that is bro 


#5. M bat, ſays Job, 20a / we e the 
hand of God, and ſball we not receive evil? , The 
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13 by the 
excellent ſtorehouſe of deuotion: they are com- 
poſed. in the genuine ſpirit of piety; and ſo very 


deautiſul aud affecting, that while we read them, 


they enlighten our minds and warm our hearts, 


e we: catch- ſome degree of the ſpirit with 
which they are written. They contain alſo ſuch 
an arable and extenſive variety of ſubjects, 5 


that every devout perſon may find p 


plicable to his particular eircumſtances and ſtate 5 


of mind, and eaſily digeſt them nder Pipper 
heads for his private uſe. - _ _.. 


In ſome, the power, wiſdom, a * POT of | 


| God, in che works of creation, are elegantly ſet 
forth: as in the 8th, igth, 104th, and 1irth ; 


while ite gelehrte hg "__ adminiſtra- 


tion 


1 
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church of Godin all ages, as an 


SIR. - 
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tlon of Providence; and record ſeveral ddr 
ful events in the eftabliſhment' of the Feroih 
church and nation: as the 33d, 46th, 48th, 
78th, 106ch, 10th, and 147th. — Some declare 
the excellency of the divine laws, that the com- 
mandments of God are pure and righteous, giv- 
ing wiſdom to the ſimple and converſion to the 
inner; while others ſhew the ſolid comfort and 
happineſs which ſpring from the ſincere obſerr- 
ance of them. Thy teſtimonies have I taken as 
an heritage for euer: for they are the very joy of 
my heart. "Buch are the e I * 1995 reg 
t 119th. n E Hines 
Are you ed with 1 wens or 
| diſquieted with private calamities ? You are 
there furniſhed with the moſt moving addreſſes 
to the Almighty for relief under the affliction; 
and, while you read and meditate, will expe- 
rience that the Lord is a refuge in ibe time f 
trouble; and that happy is be, whoſe bupe is in 
the Lord hit God. Read the 13th, 22d, 23, : 


stb, ayth, 31ſt, 3th, "_=_ _—_ 142d, and 
RET» Ig6th,' 1 4: #8. * i nen 5114 


Are your iniquities, like a wwe burdenb o 5 
heavy for you to bear? and are you Brbaning 
after pardon and peace? Look into the peni- 
tential Pſalms, and you will ſay, theſe confeſ- 
| Hons and theſe cries for mercy are mine: there 
you may learn to er up the: ſacrifice of a brokett . 
and contrite heart, . which Gad will: not deſpiſe. 
7 Sock are the th, . ph 5ſt, and 130th. 4, 
A 
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12 Have vou received any publie or private bleſſ- 
ings from the hand of God, and would you re- 
turn the acknowledgments due to your divine 
benefactor? The Pfalms are full of thankſgiv- 


ings to the Father of mercies ; every page will 


teach you to praiſe the Lord og. his goodneſs, 
and ſtir up all that is within you to adore and 
bleſs his glorious name. Read particularly the 


18th, Zoth, göth, 98th, ꝛo0th, 1034: auß, 
doe and 145th, 135 


Bias hn ferne 6 min ang the Un- 
8 of heart, the deſire and delight, with 


which David offered his prayers and praiſes to 
the Author of every good gift; he rejoiced when 


-he went up to the houſe of God; he meditated 


on the divine law night and day; it was ſweeter 
to him than honey and the honey- comb: yet he 
had but-an-imperfeR view of the glorious king- 
dom of the Meſſiah. With what joy and rap- 
«Tink then ought we to come before the Lord, 


ho are brought to a clearer knowledge and 
"freer acceſs to the throne of grace; to whom 

the treaſures of divine goodneſs have been 
clearly revealed; who have received the ſpirit of 

n and the full e of f ON | 
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FT E Book Arden written by PE "4 
"3 >; 2 Voflectior of wiſe moral nyings; Wick, 
225 not connected in the way of a Tegular 
Affe rſe but put together without order or me- 


34149 


ec ave 4 general gelign, and contain Fl 
89d" foffrilftive' rules for the direction of o Ny 
"whole behaviour. They are ſufficient to gi Nh | 


10 


ien 6% the” "im! , to the young. man. tnowleds le 


es 


And di ſeretion'; ; and being adapted to the > weake 
Underſtanding and capacity, ſhould t be put. ab early 


N 


into the hands of youth, and recommended. to 


\ ee 03303 3 8 
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5 Solomon remembers with gratituge e good 
Aareon. given him by David ; and from his 


'own experience ad viſes others to bear the. in/iruc- 


ken of their faber, and not F7 forſake the lay. of 


their tather. —He cautions youth againſt t the in- 


Finuating arts of eyil company, and warns s them 
to keep at a- diſtance from the danger: My fon, 
if ſinners entice thee, conſent thou not. Walk not 


in the way with them ; refrain thy foot from their 


path. He recommends purity and chaſtity, by 


ing She deſperate Kate of the thoughtleſs _ 


wot . A 2 & ag, * | el 
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wretch, who, giving himſelf up to the purſuit of 
ſenſual gratifications, goeth as an ox to the flaugb- 


ter, and as a fool to the correction of the flucks.— 

The Idle and Indolent have a ſtriking leſſon in 
the field of the fothful, which was covered with 
therns and netiles ; and are ſent to learn induſtry 
and prudence from irrational Creatures z; o 79 


the” ant, thou Hubbard, conjid ider her ways, and be 


wiſe. * 


which: may be defired are not to be compared with it. 


ercfore. we are called upon to make it our 


choice; and vic our utmoſt} endeavours to attain 


it... Wiſdom i rs ib principal thing; 4 therefore get „ 
Q iw ſdum, and with' all thy, getting, get under flans 4. 


ing. The ſtudy and practice of it are alſo en- 


forced? by the peculiar advantages and bleſſings 
which attend it; Length. F days it in her right 


band, "and in her tft hand riches ard hanour. Her 
ways art ways F plinſantneſs, and all her paths 


are peut. Whoſe fndeth It rſdom, findeth li ift, ; 
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Tue dectrine and precepts of religious! Artüg 
are deſeribed as far exceeding in value thoſe 
things: which are highly. deſired among men: 
Wi dom -is better than rubies, and all the thing. 
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Thus. inſtructive book is Coded to have 
been written by S8olomor in his old age, af- 


ter his happy recovery from idolatry and ſenſua- 


lity; as a penitential confeſſion of his guilt, and 
aſcrious admonition to all thoſe who.give them- 
ſelves up to the extravagancy of fin and folly. 
The main ſcope and deſign of it is to teach us, 
that the happineſs of human life does not conſiſt 


in the abundance of riches or the ſplendor. of 


titles, in the gratifications of the voluptuous. 


ſenſualiſt, or the impious jeſt and jollity of the {ob 
profane, He ſtrictly forbids the indulgence f 


Youthful vanities, ſtops the poor giddy creature, 


who is walking in the way of his heart, and in the 
b. of bis eyes, with this alarming addreſs, Know 


thou, that far all theſe things G0 will bring thee 
into judgment: and calls earneſtly to thoſe who 


are juſt entering into life, to devote their early 
bloom to the ſervice of God; Remember now 
your Creator i in the days of your youth ; and do not 
Io n im * concern, * the evil days 


1 1 # * - 
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The Book of ECCLESTASTE. 8. 12 
| come, till old age and infirmities overtake you, 
and death and judgment are ready to take hold 
of you. For though a ſinner do an evil an hundred 
times, and his days be prolonged, yet ſurely God 
__ will Judge the righteous and the wicked : I now 
| that it ſhall be well with them that fear God, but 
it Hall not be well. with the wicked. E bereſore, | 
after a ſefious review of all his 12bodiiYne#'s enjoy- 
ments, he ſums up his opinion in that affectionate 
1 concluſion, . Let us.hear the concluſi on of the whale 
= atter : | car. "God and beep 750 ne; 
to this is if 4s is the able duty, and the whale Vapping 7 


ahr #9 3447 af, * ?? 4 $1 


2 1 8 Mn. Oo 918 Ta * wh J » [wry e541 ty 8 
To whom, aracious God, 850 1- bo for 


. 


| pr 25 to thee [4 Now, Weiters in the 


day of.) youth,, do I furgender myſelt unto thy | 
f Pleſſe ed guidance and direction. L earneſtiy! ſtrive 
to avoid all the deceitful pleaſures of ſin; and 
S from this moment, to cheriſh a lively 

nſtant t remembrance of my Creator, and to ſeek 
for ſa latisfaction and, happineſs only in the fear 
30d, lore, the knowledge and obedience, of thes, | 

e inexhauſtible Source of joy, and bountifyl 
45 00 of all good, through the nes of 
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thy bleſſed Son, Jon e Amen. 54 i 15 
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H E Piepbets e were c inf vired anal | 
\. rected. by the Supteme Being, to inſtru 
"the people in the true ſenſe and obligation of the 
divine law, and to enforce the practice of it 
upum their minds; and alſo to fofetel events, 
and make ſich diſcoveries of the deſigns of n- 
Rnite Wiſdom; as God was pleaſed from time to 
time to communicate to them. Upon ſome pur - 
tieular occaſians tod, when the honour of GH 
And the truth of the Prophets were enllec in 
"queſtion, they were endued with à power =6f 
working miracles; ; which are: certain infallible 
-proofs of a divine miſſion,” and carry imm 
conviction to the attentive mindꝓ9. Sls 
Upon ſearching their ſacred records ſome 
of them'committed- their'admonitions and ben - 
venly meſſages to writing, for the benefit of fuc= 
eseding ages), we find, that in the execution of 
their oſſice, they were not influenced by any 
conſiderations of private intereſt, but expoſed 
N to N CN and perſecu- 


tion; 7 
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92 


tion: holy and unblameable i in their own man- 


ners, they boldly protefted againſt the flagrant 
immoralities of the people, and reproved even 
_ kings for their vices; they openly reproached 
their countrymen for thole idolatry and wicked-. 
-nefs, taught them the plain neeeſſary truths of 
religion and virtue, and exhorted them by gentle 
perſuaſions and terrible denuneiations to turn 
"from their evil ways, and to uo Juftly, love- _ 
and walk humbly with their Gol. 
Some of their (Prediftions, recorded i the 
Old Feftament; related to particular occaſions 
and remarkable ineidentz in the Few hiſtory: ' 


were” publiſhed long abefore their accompliſſ- 
ment; und pointed out events Which no hu- 
mann wiſdom could have foreſeen, and which 
indeed wete rontrary to all-outward appearanee. 


fore proves undeniably, that ſuch events were 
the conſtant objects of divine attention, and 


ename to paſs by the direction of an inviſibe 


gene It not only eſtabliſhes: the authority 
and miſſion of the Prophets, ſo as to give 
weight and efficacy to their doctrines; but alſo 
-naturblly! tends: 10 raiſe oun thoughts and views 
| firſt; cauſe; to. cheriſh a lively: ſenſe of 
*bis-wnivorſal Pprovadence,.jand:to bring men to 
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15 All events are de the - inſpeAion and- g- 
vernment of the great Creator, he watches over 
us in every moment and every cireumſtance of 
5 lie, and worketh all things according to the coun- 
Wl of his own will, May this OT have its 
proper effect upon the mind! God reigneth, 
and all is well; infinite Wildon and righteouſ- 
. neſs and goodneſs are preſent, and preſide every- 
Where. 'The' Lord reignetbhb; wy _ e re- 
Th Ne and let the earth be glad. Oy. Wu 
Baut the grand ultimate objekt o of the 200 0 
ſpirit was Jeſus Chriſt, who was deſigned in the 
everlaſting. counſel of the Father to be the Sa- 
viour of the world, and whom therefore he gra- 
dually foretold and pointed out to the faith and 
bhbuope of his people. Whoever carefully examines 
the Old Teſtament concerning this matter, will 
eaſily learn, that one and the ſame deſign is re- 
_ _gularly purſued; and that there is à ſeries vf re- 
mar kable prophecies delivered by different per- 


ſſeons, and at different times; which yet all unite 
. {, and meet together in Chriſt as their proper cen- 


tte. Immediately upon tlie fall, God was pleaſed 
to give our unbappy parents an obſcure intima- 
tion of the great Redeemer,” ths tut to be born 
3 : 95 a woman, and bruiſe th ſerpintis bead. His 
. gracious defign was revealed a little farther to 
Saban, in the gracious” promiſe, that in his 
feed ſhould all the Le 2 tuarth de Blefſed.— 
. hd * nde E 
„„ | e, 
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9 He aut 
of ER be 1 yn which _ ſhadny 5 And 
eures of him who was to came. Forwards, in 
the ſueceſſive ages of the church, the | pro zhecies 
were more and more explicit; 3 and bis family, 
and the time of his appearance, were "deſcribed 
and diſtinctly marked out, that when be actually 
came, he might be eafily known any d cif 
guiſhed. ee nn 


2210 


= Bs the. trclve Prophets, let: the. memarial. be 


3 place; 1 e, they comforted Jacob, and delivered 
27 ee a certain Mb rg 
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wy, "ow the Diath of NE BEMIAH. toi the 
1 13181 | Coming "of CHRIST.) on | 


1 21 HA zin dünn 
: F TER the death.of Nehemiah, the govern- | 
-129 165+ ment and high: prieſthood were united in 
ene perſon 3 but this circumſtance . Was pro- 
1 ductive Samen nee conteſts, and of | 

much treachery and cruelty even among the 

8 neareſt relations. — The people quietly paid tri- 
bute to the Perſian. monarch for many years; 
at length Alexander the Great, who. commanded _ 


91 » 80 


wy | ire, marched againſt. Jeruſalem 3 
3 — . F bes being affected with the ſolemn penitent 
. beben e % and, . | 


| TETRA ET 


forces, having overthrown the Per- 


him, "perſecuted them 


ow till Hyrcanus and Ariftabulus, the ſo nsbof Fan: 
mne contending} for the power, applied fer 


7 b * - 
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Be dock them under his proteiion, and Grit 
them ſeyeral privileges. del u e e 
pon his deach Probing, king of. t, 1. 


vaded Judi: and, being informed that 


Jelv: ſo ſuperſtitious as. not; to fight. 5 F 
even defend themſelves, on their, Sabbath, de 
entered Feruſalem on that day, took poſſetiqn. 


_ of it, and exacted a yearly tribute from them. 


Bere They continued in fudjection to the E- 
thei Nm, till Antinchus king of Syria pèrſutded 


22% them to ſubmit to him, and beſtowed ſome 
conſiderable privileges upon them. But his 


ey who”! ſucceeded: 
ith the utmoſt rigour,” 
in drder to compel them to lay aſide their dia! 


brother Anlivebir- pi 


vine worſhip, and offer ſacrifice unto idols: 
upon which tryidg 6ctaſion, many, in defence? 


of their religion, cheerfully under went the moſt 


Bette bitter wörments and eruel denths. Ja“ 
Chat: Marcabeus A famous general and goed 
466. man, oppoſed the perſecutors;'"overthrew" 
_ - "the forces of Samaria and Syria; ſubdued ſeveral 
0 * round Jeruſalem," and revived the de- 


ining power and glory of the Jeu. The 


* of the nation were conducted with pro- 


heprieſts; 


penty under ſeveral ſucceeding" 1 


protection to Pompey, who bad reduced Hria, 


5 and Was then at: Domaſens:c/ Pempey want im 
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* - medjately i o Jrruſalens, where he put af i. 
. Pobulus in chains, and appojnted Thpre- 
9 a high- prieft and prince of ihe Jews, 
obilging ag. him to pay a yearly tribute, »Afy 
terwards 1 the Parthians, having. conquered Mfg 
'the Leſs and Syria, made: Hirtnus priſoner, 
30 Nis and ſettled. Antigonus, | the ſon of 4 
bug Blut, upon the throne. 5 Upon this E- 

4%. rod, WhO was then the govetnor of Galt. = 
begs fled. to Rome, where, by bribery, be prevailed. 
upon the ſenate to make him king of Jada; 
and under that authority he ſtormed Zeruſdlem, 
and took poſſeſſion of the kingdom. He go 
verned with great injuſtice and inhumanity ; 
for which the Jews, complained. of him to An- 
tony the Roman general z but his preſents and 
perſuaſions rendered al cheir accuſations ineffec - 
tual. He afterwards, built ſeveral cities; and, 
in order to ingratiate himſelf with the "Jews, 
pulled down the temple at Feruſalem, and erect- 
ed a new one at his own enpence, e and 
an eee the former. 1 

Pauring this pet iod of the 760 biſtorys | 

God ſeems to have almoſt totally forſaken the 


Jus. The gift of prophecy” was withdrawn, 
and that free communication of the divine wil! 
1 bad been che glory of tlieir natiom z d 


their ſtate, which had made ſo great u figure in =_ 
former times, was become mean and contempesd 7 
idle, he preyn of everystyrant and Cαν,tr Þ 

” TRENT was a juſt" puniſhment for their © 
ES Oh. N 1 abound- 
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abounding pjckedngfs/and corruption; of man- 
ners: but thus alſo the deſigns of Providence 
2 . e on; for by their various revolutions 
and diſperſions, they were mixed among other 

. e and ſpread more and more the know- 
ledge of their religion and their hopes ; ſs that 
there prevailed about this time a general andear- 
neſt expeRation of him, who was to be #-light to 
bs tighten the Gentiles, and the ſolvation of C God unto 
ibe and ams 35 IEICE 217 ig) D 5 
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SC into the 
. the 9 were in ſubjection tothe 
Noman government. They enjoyed, however, 
* >the ſtee exerciſe of their religion, and were at 
| N to follow / their own laws and cuſtoms. 
They had a high · prieſt, and a council or ſenate; 
eee offenders, try them, and inflict 
1 by. certain puniſhments : but had not the power of 
_ ar Ae and death; for the governors or kings, ap- 
pointed by the 8 were ſupreme judges. 
: Before the Babyloniſh captivity, they. trete ex- 
c 1ttcedingly addicted to idolatry; but, aſter heir 
WE v4 aa corruption and on a 8ifferent 
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nature 0 over them 3 ee d 
ous adherents: to their own religion, hut their 
Attention and zeal were fixed, not on the moral 
* and eſſential, but on the ritual and eircumſtan- 
tial part of it; and they trufted in a punctual 
obſervanee of the outward ceremonies, while 
1 they were deficient in true holineſs of heart and 
life. They perverted alſo the true ſenſe. ofthbe 
predictions concerning the Meſſiah; and, inſtead 
of ſpiritual bleſſings and à ſpiritual falvation, 
looked for a Redeemer who ſhould free them 
from the Roman yoke, and bring all nations in- 
to. ſubjection to the Fewifo ſtate. | 
This was the general diſpoſition and or | 
of the people; but as there were at that time 
ſexeral ſects and parties, and perſons are men- 
_tioned in the New Teſtament under various 
characters and denominations, it may be pro- 
Per to prefix a. eee the moſt im- 
| portant. JH SAO nne Ln HY 
ν˙ The Phariſees were forcalted | fanny a Hebrew 
word, which-fignifies 4% ſeparate; becauſe. they 
ſpuratad themſelves from others, by ſtticter 
rules of living, and extraordinary pretences go 2} 
| + piety. by-hich means abey had gained a great 
reputation and powerful influence N be Rl 57 
people. They held the tradition of the alders i 
as high eſteem as the written word-itſelf,./Fhey 2 
_ :Foſted,; and prayed, and gave. alms/in,public; 1 


23 3 conſcientious deer i 1 | 


L. "cafred with them in Wölk of Mer fo 
=: nd corruprions, 7 5 99 ts ht 


Fu, in Vinditativng his bonduét and fwpy 
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266 The- FEY? a | 
And the like; while they were Aenne of wh. : 
does Houſes; "ant neglected the weightier mat · 
ters of the law, Juſtice, fidelity, merey, age he. 
love of God. N 
The aach tobk their name from gau, d 
founder of the ſect;· they were great*oppoters' of 
the Phasiſers, rejecting all traditions, and teach- 


ing that nothing was to be impoſed upon men's 


belief or practice, but what was expreſtly con- 
tilted in the lib of Moſes „bey dende the 


immortulity of the ſoul, the being of angels, and 
future rewards and punifiirfletits; und their wes 


were agreeable to that maxim, Let arb e 


Ant, for to- mirroib abe Ar. ai et An 
Tue Scribet, ee Were al tete dled mhm, or 
nber & the laiu, were the ptinelpal ai FI 
teichérs, and the möſt learned men bf due G- 
tion: it Was their peculfar "office te copy the 
otiginal ſcriptures, in order to preferbe them free 
from error ; 3 1 to interpret and-expoutd them | 


; Were Wey anited with the Pharijets, ande 


The Herbdittns eee enen; of hien, 
Who fſtinguiſned themſelves" by: heſe"zeal för 


ing bis Tovereignty;"atid im fa 
eme "the 2 ; = 
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fett who were zealous for. the liberty of the n 


tion, and thought it unlawful to pay taxes, to a8. 


foreign power. 
The Publicans were certain. public. wn, 


| either, Romons, or Jes, employed by the go- 


vernors to collect the tribute or tax impsſed 
upon the people by the Raman emperort This 
tax was conſidered, by the Jes, not only as 
heavy bu den and afflictiom in itſelf, but alſo. as. 
an inſult to the : honour. and freedom of their 
nation; and the evil was much increaſed by the 
coyetouſneſs and ſeverity of the collectors, who 
_ farmed the trihute at 2 certain yearly, 
ſum, generally exerciſed. every method of ex- 
_ tartio an | oppreſſionʒ ſo that the Publicans 
were univerſally hated, and bore. ſuch an ine 
When: character as to be ranked in common 
Vun, uaers: and barlatu. e [16/164 4 

Abe Samaritans 'wnere.the:deſcotdants.ofthoſs. 
Peonle Pho had been tranſplanted by. dhe king, 


5 dle ine the land of ful The Fews,. - 


and abhorrence; be= - 


held, them, in 


cauſe, they had oppoſed. #he-/rebuitdivg;. of the 


temple and the repairing of, the city under Ezra 
and; Nehemiah; and becauſe, they had joined 
with, dome baniſhed Fews in building a mag- 
niſicent temple upon mount Gerjzim, where whey, 
had prieſts W eee 1m W to the. 

m. Such a jealoui ani- 
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O Lord, every kind of prejudice, and. 


no national animoſities nor religiot 
can (extinguiſh ;, and pray eernellly, fen that 
bleſſed time, 10hen all Hruel ſhall be ſaved, and tba 
| Fulneſe f the Gantiles coms; ſo that we and they = 
may become one fold, nnn ſhepherd. Fire 
| 40 hn the righteous... GEE thy tad katy 
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though they inhabited almoſt the ſame country, 


yet they had no friendly intercourſe, and con- 


ſtantly ſpoke one of 1 in. the -moſt re- 
Peach inn è agate, ad] 


With what 1 and concern WY we 
rt back upon the impiety and the wickedneſs 
of the Jeu, upon thoſe inveterate prejudices, 


and that partial adherence to their narrow: re | 
and parties, which were the cauſes of heir te- 


jecting the Meſſiah i Baniſh from our hearts, 
ſt dun 


every imagination which exaltethgitſelf ag ainſt 


thy will that we may rejoice. in that daytſpring 
Fram on high, which hath viſted ur, In give lig: ta 


them that fit in darkneſs, and to guide pur feet ins 
the way e peace. Let us le: his liſe and 
doctrine, to cheriſh that dwine charity. Which 
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. birth was providentially fulfilled, and every 
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vealed in God's 25 wo ewes! made" fleſhy 
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exee, that all hy of Juda, with its inhabit 
Ants, ſhould be enroll 
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, H, E V abs Pali of 15 time ito "Glas 
which had been pointed out in the an“ 
cient prophecies; and which was for ſeveral rea- 
ſons the fitteſt" for ſuch a diſpenſation, God ſent 
fob his Son. The" only begotten Son f God, tube 
tvas in the begs ginning with God, and tua God, took. 
upon him human nature, in a manner whieh we 
cannot 1. comprehend, but is expreſsly re. 


Auguſtus, the Md aer bad i ved a de- 


ed and regiſtered, that a res. 


gular taxation might de made. Accordin g 8 1 
went 10 be taxed, every one into bis own city: and 3 


Joſepb, and Mary, his eſpouſed wife, being both of 
the tribe of Judah, and the family of David, were 
obliged to remove from Nazareth to their native 


city Bethlehem, where Chri if was to be born. 1 
Thus the prophecy concerning the place of his 
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op he "inns and ! houſes of. apes. were. 5 
fall 1999 this public occaſion, that Joſeph. and 
Mary were under the neceſſity of lodging in Aa 
Rate, where He brought forth. her. Hit born ſon, 
and laid him in a manger, But an angel from 
heaven proclaimed the important. happy, news to 
ſhepherds, 105⁰ wir? watching ober their Packs 3 
and a multitude of the heavenly hoſt, rejoicing in 
che proſpect. of ſuch an univerſal bleſling to the 
| human race, broke out into this triumphant. 
| hymn, Glory to God in the higheft 1. an earth. 
peace 1 good. will towards men / gif the angels, 
who are fixed in a ſtate of happineſs, independ 
ent an our welfare, were ſo affected with this 
inſtance of divine benevolence, ſurely dür, who. 

are the immediate objects of it, for whom the 
| mumgs of peace and good- will wer n nde 
müuſt feel the genuine workings of a gr ateful joy. 

et wen“ and angels join in the ar 9 1 
ſiteins to adore and ptsiſe the Father of all; or 
peace is made between God and man's, the Way... 
is opened for every grace and every mercy 3; 105 

comfort and happineſs i in this world, for je 

ani glory in the next. bo FOE 8 

"When the holy child POR 47 cight FIN 
Tap and Mary, who' were ſtrict obſervers of, 
the Moſaic law, failed not to circumciſe ni 
Ahicherite was the method of d en into the. 
church; and his name 10 $-£4 TW 
5 fer an angel nad appears 70 D 0 uy ring he 

| pifgnitiey of Mary, i in order to remove his ful 
picious 


ES. 
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Picions of 7 virtue, and ſaid unto him, 
not to take unto thee Mary, thy. eſpouſed wife ; > 
that whith'is conceived in ber is of the Holy Ghoſ 1! 
and ſbe Ball bring forth a ſen, and thou Halt 
call his name Feſus (the Saviour), for / he ſhall ſave 
Vs people from their ins. This is the great 
deſign and end of his coming; he came to p ſeek and 
to ſave that whith was 19%; to bleſs us in turning 
us quay from our inipuities, and ſetting us free from, 


the cruet bondage of ſin and Satan; to raiſe, ; 


us from à wretched'ſtate of guilt to a ſtate of peace 
and reconciſiation with God; and to be the au- 
1 eternal ſalvation io all them who obey bim. 


This wonderful 'eyent was. made known to. 


mile wiſe mens, or philoſophers of the eaſt, by | 
the appearance of 2 bright and unuſual \ftar,. 


which they u nderſtood. as an intimation that the, 


bo omifed” Mean of the Jews was born: they 


3 immediately left their country, and 
ulider the” particular guidance of the far, went 

gilt to "Feruſa alem, and from thence to Beatb- 
Labem; where, note ithftanding the heren 
| oP his parentage, and. the meanneſs of his ſtate, 
: they paid their homage to the ney- born kings. 


and preſented him with gold, and Frankincenſe, . 
and myrrh, t Theſe wiſe-men were the mn 5 


fruits of the Gentiles, and bave ſinee been 


followed by whole kingdoms, who. haye. gladly, 3 . : 


| embrac ed (Og fame faith ; we tog feige in 
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"a 2 happy effects PRIOR, by che far, and 
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Steger in gur Heart? best 


the children of that light whereof we are made 
more valuable than all the treaſures of the earth» 


even our ſouls and en to the ſervice of our 


re Redeomer?, ons? 4 611 3911 | 201 . Tc ; 


men, ane were Go wonderfully directed to Je- 
ruſalem, and who openly: called the new - born 
infant the king of Judea, threw Herod into con- 
ſternation and horror; he was led, by the gene- 
ral expectation of a temporal prince, to conſi- 
der ſuch an event as threatening deſtruction to 
bis government, and therefore reſolyed by any 
means in his power to deſtroy this ſuppoſed 
rival in his kingdom. When art and hypo- 
criſy had proved ineffectual, he gave, way to 
rage and cruelty, and made a bloody maſſacre 
of all the infants in the city of Bethlehem; not 
doubting, but that in the general deſtruction he 
ſhould cut off the object of his jealouſy and feat. 

There is however no und ganding or, idm er 


ee ee eee bow 


directed by God, before the bloody edict was 
iſſued, to take the young child and his mo- 

ther into Egypt, immediately obeyed the hea- 

command, and ſafely conyeyed them into 
eee 2192 1543S en bebe ess 
1.16 he,jnhaman | tyron; was ſoon. ſmitten with 
eue — and died n . 5 
, * We - 
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able torments. His kingdom was divided by 
Auguſtus, among his ſons; Arcbelaut was made 
King of Juaes and Samariah,- Herud Antipas Te- 
ttareh of Galilee and Perta, and Philip Tetrarch 
of Trachenitis and the neighbouring countries. 


region of Galilee; and dwelt at N The 
diſtance of their habitation; however; did not 


prevent them from going yearly to Jeruſaum, 
at tlie feaſt of the Paſſover: and when Jeu 


arrived at the age of twelve years, they thought 


it proper to take him with them for his inſtruc- 


tion. t A ſtriking example to parents, that 
ſhould conſtantly. attend the publie wor- 

Gods and lead their children by the 

| Bad ists the paths of devotion and piety. 
When they had performed the uſual. ceremo- 


mies of the feaſt, and were returning home, the 


child Jeſus, anxious for improvement in reli- 


gious knowledge, went into one of the rooms 


of the temple, where the Doctors of the lam ex- 
pounded it to che people, and inſtructed youth in 
Free and familiar conferences. He heard their 
diſcourſes with eager attention; and both in his 


queſtions and anſwers diſcovered ſuch-marks of 
wiſdom, as filled his hearers with a tranſport of 


admiration; Upon his return to Nazareth he 
was educated with great care by :7o/eph and 
Mary, and increaſed in wiſdom as well as in 


nd ſtature: he e in filent ſubjecr 
tion 


7 1 
7 bu 


Ipon this change of government; Joſeph, by 
divine direction, removed his family t into the 
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them with fervent affection and filial revere nee, 
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tion to his parents, and probably laboured i in 2 


ſervile low employment for the maintenance of 
them, as well as himſelf, for near thirty years; 


till his obedience to his heavenly Father de- 


manded all his attention, and the time eam for 
his entering on his public miniſtry. Let me 


fix my eye upon this inſtance. of humility and 


ſubmiſſion to parents, and ſtriye to imitate the 
amiable example. Can I ſee my Saviour in the 
character of a dutiful and obedient child, and 

yet be ſtubborn and diſobedient myſelf? What 
ſhall I ſay to him, when he comes to judge me, 
if I diſregard my father and mother, and neglect 
their juſt commands? Guide me by thy grace, 
O Lord, that I may always behave towards 


and gratefully ſtudy by all means in my power 
to ſupport and comfort them under the'tfoubles 


1. life and the infirmities of age. 1. 6000 
Jobn, the ſon of Zacharias and Elizabeth, ap- 


oy as the forerunner of the Meſſiah (ac- f 
vording to the prophets Malachi and Tſaiah), to 
Prepare the way of the Lord, by pr eaching the bap« 


iin of repentance; and, from his office, was 


: ſurnamed the Baptiſt. He went from place to 
plwKace through all the country about Jerdar, 
ai preached, Repent ye, for the kingdom of Hea- 


wen is at hand; the kingdom of righteouſneſs - | 
and glory, which the God of Heaven has erected | 
and put into the bands of his your the oy: ona 
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q * had been brought by his preaching to a 
conviction of their fins, and had been bap- 
tized by him; Jeſus alſo, being now about 
thirty years of age, and entering on his mi- 
niſtry, went to John, and was baptized by him 
in the river Jordan; upon which occaſion, the 
heavens were opened, and the Spirit of God de- 
ſcended upon him with a hovering motion after 
- the manner of a dove, and an awful voice iſſued 
from heaven, faying, Thou. art my, beloved 10 in 
; thee Jam well pleaſed. , _ 

As ſoon as he was baptized, 4s py Hy to a 
ſolitary wilderneſs, to prepare himſelf, by me- 
Miet Wb prayer, for that important office 

Which he came into the world to execute. : 
Ther the Devil, that great deceiver, putting, on 
human appearance, attacked him with the Ke, 
molt. powerful temptations; for be was in all : 
55 tempted like as we are: but he Th) firm — 
to virtue, and gave full proof of bis truſt nn 
God, and ſubmiſſion to his will; he rejected 5 1 
every temptation, and nobly —2 over. the - 1 
ſed acer and deſtroyer of mankind. AF. 
_ It is to be obſerved, that our Sablöur ; 
repelled the various affaults of the Tempter b) 
the Word of God. This is the feoord. of the 
ſpirit; ; this 1 is the armour of a Chriſtian. * | Read, 
ſtüdy, treaſure it up in the memory, and in the 

heart,” that you may readily apply” it upon alt 
_ 6ccafions. * . this 'you 1 naked and 
3 defenteleſs? hs bur ches armes you 0 fobi the 
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good fight of ' faith,  antl be able to withfland in the 
day of trial, and Baving dine all to and. A 


the debil, and he will flet from ou. 


| -'The rulers of the Jetus had ſome doubt, wile | 
tber Jobn was the promiſed Maſſiab, or not; 


but being examined by the prieſts, he frankly 
acknowledged, I am not tbe Chriſt; and the next 


days as Jeſus was coming towards him, Jobn 


pointed him out to his diſciples, ſaying, "Behold 
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the ſms of the 

uod; alluding: to the lamb, the ſacrifice of- 
fered: daily in the temple: upon: this ſeveral per- 


ſons fallowed Chrift, as his diſciples; and: their 
faith: in him was ſoon confirmed by the miracle 
of. | kis Hanging water into wine at a e 


be feaſt +, the alder ieh eln Jen 


* ”y 5 


went up to Feruſalem to worſhip; where, ob- 


ſetving the outer court of the temple turned 
into a kind of market - place, he refortned the 
abuſe, by reſolutely driving away the buyers and 


ſellers. From thence he paſſed through Sa- 


maria to Galilee » and travelled about the com- 


trys preaching the word of the kingdom of God, 


and ſpreading the W 8 of health and peace 


0 all around him. i4 


_neceſh 
ſor the reception of Chrif?: Herod, the Te- 


Farch, heard him often with attention and > avec 
5 bee f 


1 


| : 4 paid Cl but 


3 


Jobn the Baprift conical, to proclaim the 
ty of repentance, and prepare the people 
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But * the prophet, with honeſt freedom; at- | 
tacked his favourite vice, and reproved him for 
living in adultery with his brother Philip's 
wife, the king, inſtead of profiting by the re- 
proof, impriſoned the reprover. His unlawful 
paſſion by indulgence gained ſtill more power 
over him, and led him from one crime to an- 
other; till he actually cauſed his innocent 
teacher to be murdered: & But from that 
moment his peace was gone: the terrors of 
guilt, armed with vengeance, came upon him, 
and his mind was thrown into ſuch agony and 
confuſion, that when he heard of the fame of 
Jeſus, he wildly imagined that it zwas Fohn the 
Baptift'riſen from the dead, on purpoſe to accuſe 
and condemn him. >. Obſerve the unhappy 
influence and dreadful effects of one darling 
lyſt: And, if you have attained to ſuch a de- 
gree of obedience, that only one thing i is lack - 
ing, O, do not ſuffer one ſingle vice to rob 
you of your preſent peace and future happi- 
neſs. Tear it from your heart, though it be 
dear to you as a right eye; and give God the 
full poſſeſſion of yaw ſoul, without _ rival or 
Competitor. / Heats .Þ „ 
As the light of the golpel was to be diffuſed f 
throughout the world, and ſalvation to be offer- 


| edito;all-mankind (for frum the nn & the fin 


to the going down of the: ſame, my name ſhall be 
great among the Gentiles, faith the Lord of Hof, 
alen an out of his 
WITT: 0 „ * 2 Os Ann. 
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diſciples, whom he called Apoſtles, (ſpecial meſ- 


ſengers or embaſſaders),. to be his witneſſes, and 


the founders of his church; to preach: his, doc- 
trines, and to appoint a ſucceſtion of miniſters 
to that ſacred office. When he had gradually 
revealed to them the grievous ſufferings he was 
to undergo, and explained the nature of his 


| Kingdom, he thought it proper to give | them a 


ſhort glimpſe of his glorified {tate in heaven; 
and. therefore took . Peter, James, and John 
| (who. were ſufficient witneſſes of the fact), to 

a high mountain; where, as he prayed, he was 
transſgured; that is, the faſhion, or appearance 
of his countenance was altered; his face did Hine N 
4 ibe fun, and his raiment was white as the Ii 20; 
white and gliſtering. Moſes and Elias ( Ele is 
the two moſt remarkable and diſtinguiſhed pro- 
Phets under the Old Teſtament, appeared. alſo 
in glory, and converſed with: him concerning 
his deep humiliation and Ignominious death, 


i to which he was ſoon to ſubmit for our ſakes. | 


While they were. thus converſing, a, cloud over- 
"Phadowed them, and behold a voice came out of the 
cloud, which ſaid, This is my beloved ſon in whom 
I am well pleaſed; with whoſe undertaking and 


conduct, as Mediator, for the redemption of 


mankind, Fe am highly delighted : Hear ye him. Th 


Hear the Lord Jeſus Chri J, the beloved Son of 


"God; hear the important meſſage which he 


Ty brought from heaven; 3. hear and obey the laws 5 
| hs. 5 ingulcatedz ”_ and embrace all 


5 condeſcend= | 


4: 
ie 
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condeſcending offer of pardon. py fa vation, | 
which he hath made to a loſt world. 1 88 8 12 

While our bleſſed Lord remained in an an 
ſcure condition at Nazareth, he avoided all cen- 
fure and reproach; but as ſoon as he diſcovered 


| himſelf, and excited the attention and admir- 
ation of the people, by his dogrine and miras 


cles, the pre} udices of the rulers were awakens 


ed, and a Pirie of oppoſition was ſtirred” ups 


which continually increaſed in proportion as 
his fame increaſed, T hey were offended at 


thoſe very things, which were ſtrong arguments 


of bis divine miſſion; ; the poverty of his 


Eircumſtances,, his free method of reproving 
Ann 


vice and expoſing hypocriſy; the unſpotted 
aan of bis manners, and his meek ſelf-deny- 


3 2 
| dodtrines. Being apprehenſive, however, 


ne it he proceeded as he had done, he 


would draw all the people after him, to the pre- 
' judice of their reputation and dignity, they 


united their voice and intereſt againſt him, and 
Taboured by all means to deſtroy his a "Fo 


and influence. 


Tbey endeavoured at firſt to depreciate bis 


character, by litile malicious reflections on the 
meanneſs of his parentage and the place of his 


reſidence, as if ſuch circumſtances were incon- 


Y ſillent with the title of the Meffiah. But in 
reality a Rate of poVerty was Igreeable to that 


|  charafter, not only; as it had been foretold by gn” 
g the ee phets, but as it gave" our "Lord a an oppbr-- 
a e 35 "2 | 


«6, * 
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tunity of exerciſing the moſt difficult virtuesz 
and was moſt effectual towards promoting. the 
deſign of the goſpel, and endearing his N 


to the World. | 
_ They ſtudied alſo to enſaare him in biz" diſ- 


courſes, and tried by artful queſtions. to draw 
ſometbing from bim,. upon which they might 


ground an accuſation, The Scribes and Pha- 


; riſees aſked him, by what authority be afted, as a 
8 public inſtructor and reformer, The Here 


inquired of him, whether it as lawful to pay 
tribute to Ceſar or nat: and the Sadducees pro- 


poſed to him ſome doubtful ſpeculative points 


concerning the reſurrection and a future ſtate. 


But he perceived their craft and wickedneſs, for he 
hurw what was in man; and though he was 
ready to reſolve every doubt of the ſincere and 
pious, he would not gratify the impertinent 


humour of every inſidious inquirer. When he 


was pleaſed to give an anſwer to their queſtions, 


he joined the wiſdom of the ſerpent with the inno- 


cence of the dove; and, while he gave them no 
adyantage over him, ſent them away amazed at 


the quickneſs of his invention,. confounded with 
the power of his Arguments, and aſhamed a at 
their diſappointment. | 

When they murmured againſt him, for eat - 
ing and converſing with men of mean charag= 


ters, and repreſented him as 6 glutton a nd wine- 


bitter, a friend of publicans and ſinners; he Vin- 


dicated his conduct by AE, how. that he 2 
cane 8 


„ 


came to call 85 Fnners to. Fees Wh an _ ah at Wy: whole 
have na need of a phyſicians but the 1 
| When they accuſed him of impiety, and the 
breach of the fourth commandment, becauſe he 
healed the ſich, and relieved the diſtreſſed, on the 
a Sabbath day, he refuted the charge with great 
propriety and force of reaſog: Doth not every 
one of you loſe. his os from the fall on the Sabbath, 
and lead. it ta the water? And may not your 
: fellow-creatures then, who are bound with in- 
# mities, be Jooſed and ſet free from, tbem on the 
Sabbath? — -A gain, Who among you, Af . his Sheep 
i ſhould fall — a pit on the Sabbath, would not im- 
mediately lift hin ou ? and bow, much is a man 
better. than 0 ſheep ?— —But, if ec had de the 
claration 
5 170 the pr prophet 1 fat have «mere and not 1 of 
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our Saviour; an unconquerable beſedter "ey 
malignity of mind. When, therefore, the time 
of his miniſtry was nearly aceompliſhed, and he 
Was ready to finiſh all that remained for him to 
do, by yielding himſelf up to death, he openly, 
and without reſerve, declaimed againft their in- 
corrigible wickedneſs, and applied to them the 
words of the prophet IJſaiab; Thispropli's bent 
i5 waxed groſs, and their ears are dull ef hearing, 
and their eyes they have cloſed; that they might not 
ſce, and hear, and be converted and healed. © He 
denounced judgment againſt them, and deſcribed. 
the calamitous deſtruction which was ſoon to ve 
aher upon their ſtate and city 
In this ſituation, they thought themſelves 1e. 
ed) to the neceſſity either of deſtroying him 
utterly, or of giving up their own' authority: 
therefore they reſolved to proceed to the utmoſt 
height of malice, and accordingly ſent officers to 
ſeize him.” But they, while they were waiting 
for a favourable pretence or opportunity to exe - 
cute their purpoſe, were diſarmed of their inten- 
tion by his excellent converſation and doctrine; 
and, inſtead of offering any violence to him, re- 
turned to their maſters with this honourable 1 
teſtimony, Never man ſpake like this man. | 
Thus diſappointed, the Scribes and Phariſees 5 


held a ſolemn debate concerning the moſt ef- 


feQual means of apprehending and putting him : 


to. death: In the PORN: thei eonfula er 
s | G Toon, | 


7 
. * 
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| Pudas, one of the Apoſtles, vitered) and put an 5 
end to their doubts: and difficulties, by pro- 
miſing, that, for a ſum of money, he would be- 
tray him into their hands. The officers were 
acecordingly conducted by him to a private place, 
whither Jeſus was retired for prayer; and hav= 
ing ſeeured him, brought him before the San- 
| hedrim; that is, the grand council of the nation. 
He was there charged with blaſphemy,” for 
calling himſelf the Son of God, and aſſuming the 
title the Meſſiah; and when he- made an 
open conſeſſion of the truth, they unanimouſly 
eee ee ee ang enen en * 
The next nien led ada 29516 
eee. that time the Roman go- 
vernor, and to whom the power of life and 
death belonged. Pilate knew that for enuy they 
Bat delivered him; and being convinced, upon 
_ examination; of his -innocence, declared pub= 
| Hely, that he ſeund in him no fault at all; ang 
tried by ſeveral expedients to releaſe him. The 
Jetus however ſtill preſſed for a ſentence againſt 4 
him, nd vehemently” cried out, Cruciſ bim, 
Diff Him; they repreſented, that they had 4 
lalo in force, Alcbrding to which be ought to dis, 11 ns 
cauſe he made himſelf the Son of Gid; that their F Ag 
Feigious eönſtitution was brought into danger | 5 - 
dy Bit; that he was a "ou of ſedition, and 
e PIR couhg net r. d the peace of the pr.. 
n Ceſar, of be li fuß 
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2 man go. Pilate, being afraid that diſtu rbances 
and tumults would ariſe, if he did not hearken 
to the tus, yielded to their impartunity.: ben 
*he Jaw that be could preuail nothing, he took wa- 


dier, and having waſbed his hands before the mul- 


ritude, ſaid," I am innocent of the blood of this juſt 


perſon, far ye to it. Then anſiuer ed all the People, 
His Blood be on ug, and on aur children. 


Nothing can poſſibly he mare . than 
the account of our Saviour's laſt ſufferings, He 


vas perſecuted and condemned, as a malefactor 


And blaſphemer, by thoſe whom he came to be- 
friend and ſave; they buffeted and, ſcourged 
him; they arrayed him with a. ſcarlet robe, and 


ben they had platted.,a.crawn, of, therng, put 
it on his head, and a reed in his right hand; and 


they bowed the knee before him, and mocked 


him, ſaying, Hail, ting f the Jetus.— Others 
ſmote him with the palms af their hands ſaying 
 _-ento him, Propheſy unto us, thou Chriſt, who is he 


that ſinote thee? — They then led him to the place 
of crucifixion; they nailed his hands and his 


Iſcet to a croſs, between two thieves; they made 


hig the object of their ſcorn and detiſion, while 
Ache was, hanging on the tree; and interrupted his 


05 dying groans and agonies'with their bitter far- 


caſms and malicious reproaches. © + 433 
„ 5 No man could take his li ife from bim; he laid 


* Tr 5 life gun of hinfelf : purſuant to the glorious de- 


ng, 0 of infinite. wiſdom and love; he ſubmitted 


e Ily to the Sa Pre NW a to 
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death itſelf, that he might make atone ment fer 
dur ſins, and obtain eternal redemption for, us. 
 Hewas wounded for our tranſgreſſions, and Ir nijad 
for our iniquities, | He ſuffered, the: juſt for #he 
unjuſt, that be might bring us unto ed. Ge 
made him, who knew no ſin, to be fin (a fin-offer- 
ing), that be might be made. the. righteouſneſs, of 
Ged in him, that we might be accepted thro gugh 
55 dim, as if we were -perfealy righteous. T hus 
the covenant of grace, offering to us the riches 
of divine merey, upon the condeſcending terms 
of a fincere repentance, a lively faith, and a te- 
ne wyed obedience, is eſtabliſhed; and toe jay in 
Sad through our Lord Jeſus Chrijt, 5 . ue 
0 ou enen the” afonement.. 2685 
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HE. doftines, ol our Saviour are e far . 
* riot to thoſe of any other inſtructor. Im ny 


— laid, He ſpake as never man ſpate. 
taught as a teacher ſent from Cal He laid 


5 down, the moſt excellent principles of relision 
and. virtue; he enjoined the pureſt and moſt 


Gs i Aeon z he offered. the moſt powerful 
d held Pn view. the e . 
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+» He- teaches us 1 toe the Lord our Gi 
all the heart, and with all the faul; and inf} pires : 
the very temper which | be recommends, by 
Ziving juſt and worthy notions of the Deity. 
He, directs us 10 worſhip him in ſpirit and in 
truth, with unaffected piety and devotion; to 
reſign ourſelves wholly to his will, to caſt all 
our care upon bim, and to Fa was all his 
commandments. | | TY 43 55905 
WMWith reſpect to the bei duties, be teacheth 
us not only to abſtain from doing any injury 
to others, either i in their perſons, their fortune, 
or their reputation 3 but to perform the va- 
rious offices of Juſtice ; and fidelity, and 10 lobe 
our neighbour (that is, every man) as bar ſelves 35 
to promote his welfare and happineſs with :dife*! 
intereſted affection, to be kind and charitable 
to all men, of whatever nation or profeſſion, 
and to do to others as we would expect or de- 
ſire, in reaſon and conſcience, that they ſhould 4 
do to us %%%” ² A Age; 1241 
Witch regard to the duties which we owe to 
nr” elves,” he teacheth us to purify the beat, 
nen is the fountain of life; to mottify our 
|. corrupt appetites and paſſions," and live in teme 
bs RT e and chaſtity; to diſchaim all proud. 
I Telf/conceited' thoughts, and to put on humi- Z 
1 lityvand Jowlineſs of mind; to lay aſide all = = 
anxious und diſtruſtful folieitude abeut tem- 
FP RET, Ng . | 
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ners, and promiſed mercy and forgiveneſs to all 
them who repent and believe the goſpel: an 
aſſurance no leſs effectual than it was neceſſary 
10 cheriſh the beginnings of repentance, and —_ 
confirm the reſolutions of a better obedience ſor 
the future. He hath alſo promiſed the aſſiſtance 


Can we. gonceive. any. motives. of equal;' i" 


above, and to lay up For our ſelves: thoſe treaſures 
 which-are.incorruptible and kter nil. 


The motives which he hath ſet before us, 
in order to animate us to the performante of 
theſe duties, are the moſt powerful and en- 
gaging which can be offered to the heart of 


man. He hath opened the counſels of infinite 


wiſdom and goodneſs for the ſalvation of ins 


of his Holy Spirit to ſtrengthen our feeble 
powers, to enlighten our underſtandings; and to 
ſupport and comfort us in the faithful diſcharge 
of our duty: and laſtly, he hath made an ample 
diſcovery of a future ſtats, and clearly repre . 


ſented the awful proceſs of the general judg- Wy: 


ment, when all who have ever lived upon earth 
ſhall ſtand. before the high tribunal, and re- 


wards and |.puniſhments all be diſtributed ac- 
cording ta. what men have done in the body, whe 


ther, it be gaed or, evil ;, ae \the wicked ſhall-go 
into everlaſting,” MPT. 1 bus, the nightgass e 
life eternal, 4:7 at An BN $4, 3 1 1 15 * 


weight and dignity wich theſe? Are they. not; 3 
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vile nature, 2 5 and awaken thoſe affections which 
| have'the TENT influence upon our: lives? — 
theſe do not prevail with us, bat ean Pre- 
vail? If we reject theſe encoutagements, and 
remain impenitent and unreformed, what can 
prevent 6ur final ruin? Let us therefore give 
due attention to them; let us impreſs them 
upon our hearts and conſciences; and, comply- 
ing with the deſigns of the goſpel-grace, let us 
become the genuine diſciples of Chriſt, both 
in principle and practice, laading a godly, righte- 
ions,” and ſober life, and looking for that bleſſed 
hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God 
and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſi, iubo gave \himſel 
Fer us, that he might redeam us from all iniquity, 
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8 Or, all the Alpers, ck ayiour 
preached, the Sermon on the ! onhr, (fo 

No ks from his ſtanding on a bill or, moun- 
tain when he ſpake it) is the 9 YR noſt 
complete; and as ever) Chr Ve. to 
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| me cannot too frequently. apply our gauche 
be meditatiops to itz and eſpegially,to fue fle 
wing paſſages. D cords 


6 7 I 7. * vw 


Bie . the pour in lie, 7 or dla is the 

Bleſſed are * that maurn for: their Go. for 
they Dall x a4 ted. ir ih | 
Bleſſed eh the m, for they fall inborit the 
earth. 


Ble © are 3 5 Burger and du aue 
eee far they. ſhall. be filled, 
Bleſſed are the en, * they. fall obtain 
rc l 
Ny liſters the pare in bun, for thy hall 6. 8 
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1 Bleſſed are the race maker for they ſpall, be | 
called the children of God. o oy No 
_ Bleſſed are they who are perſecuted fer righteouſ- 5 
neſ ſake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. _ 
Let your light —the light of your doctrine and 
exam ple — bine before men, that they may ſee your 
| good works, aud be thereby enges ged to * 
. e r in heaven... . 
1 Think not that I an 40 YT Wftbey the 1 TY 
| the praphets.; 3 1 am come nat to deftroy the law, but 
t fulfil it—to ifluftrate—to n perfe 3 „ 
and 1 755 your righteouſneſs exceed the righteouſneſs HS 
5655 the Scribes, aud Phariſees, ye ſhall i is na caje th il 
| ta the Kingdom 1 of heaven. 47 0089: « 
07 1 Fu e offend. uhee, by Teadiy 1 hee c 
5 _ l, e, * af n 4 and 
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I60 The Mera on the i Mount, 


if t thy right Nad offend thee, cut it of and caft 
it um ther puutfut is; ſacrifice every paſſion, 
however beloved, which comes in competition 
with your duty: though it be as difficult to 
part with it, as to part with 'a hand or an eye, 
yet give it up, renounce it; for it it iprofitable 
for thee,” that one of thy Wade ſboula periſb, 
and not that: are . et fhould an ne? into 
Hl. 8 n N. 
0 eee 3 20% them: WP curſe 
do good to them who hate you'; and pray for "them 
who deſpitefully uſe you and perſecute you; that ye 
may be the children of your Father.wwho ts in ha- 
ven j for He maketh-his Jun o riſe on the cuil and 
on the good, and e rain on the juſt and onthe" 
unjuſt. BR tons, Ae 42700 eee dy nn 
Nun thou deeft thinit "als; let no thy E 
hand know what thy right Hand Abeth, that 'thy* 
alms may be in ſecret ; an thy Further, who feeth 
in ſecret, ſhallreward thee openly. — And toben hu 
pPrayeſt, enter mts thy cleſat; amd -when thou h 
gut thy door," pray to thy father whois im ſeuret, 
and thy Father, "na "ferth in (er On . 
„ W e ee id e eee e 
Tay not up 55 your ſelvrs- trenſurer up TY 3 
tohere_ moth and 'ruft dith""Gar# pt," Set hebe ; 
"thieves break through and 12 but lay aß for 
51 yourſelves treaſures in heabrn ꝛdohere neither mw” 
nor rut doth corrupt, and SIO thieves "ts nt” 


Irlal th/ high ner Real . yen hv your fu f 
Sher u b "OG coder WA wegs Was Uns 
n 5380-7 | an IOW Bs . ; 


— 


Se 5 thoup not over- 
"* et fall ace? or what ſhall we Py 
1 vithal ſhall we be clathed? for your bæa- 

wat Father \knoweth that ye bave need F theſe 


hingt. But. ſeth. pe firſt the kingdim of Cod and. 


his: rightequfueſs,. and all iſe "Age ow be W 


unte om. 


Juage not, that y, ye may not be judged; for kth . 
5 what, judgment ye judge, ye bi 
with what rann Je mate, it ſhall be meaſured to. 
you ei. We lee e e eee od 


Ast, and it ſhall be given you 5; Jerks ruled: 5 


Al find . Wen ds hall hoof dee eue ep res 


jr i ye, being evil, know how to give good gifts. 
unto your children, how much more Hall \your. 
Father. wha is in bauen, give good W r 
2 aſk him . AH te N } 

| "of falſe erophets, une come to yo i 
Abe e but inwaruly tbey are rauening 
du. Ta ſhall now them by. their fruits; for 


corrupt tree bringeth farrb cvil fruit, «Not: evi 
one that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, ſball enter inta 


 thachingdom of heauen, ho he hk OT 
| re is in beau. 


a e en liten him unte a 72 man, 


ub built. Bis hotzſe upon eee e 8 xt 


ſcendad, and the flaads, came, and the wins 


and beat. upon that houſes; and it fell not; fol. EL 


OE Ou 1p . 15 Al every one that 
„„ F e 


he Sermon on the Mount, TR: 


every. goed tres bringeth. forth. good. fruit, (lute, 


/ heareth «theſe ſayings. of nine, "and, 9 


. 
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heareth theſe ſayings of mine, and duath tham nat, 
ſhall be litened unto a fooliſh man, who' built his 


houſe upon the ſand; and the rain deſcendad, and 


_ the" flogds came, and the 1oinds bleu, and heat 


upor hat houſe, ne" en, and een. was the 
fall of it. Ain 2100 e 
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T two. — 3 
knowledge and inſtruction; by plain and 
direct precepts, of which the greateſt part af 
the Bermon on the Mount conſiſts; and by 
moral ſimilitudes or fable, ſuch as the parables 
which our Saviour uſed in order to recommend 
bis doctrines, and enforce their duty upon men. 
eee of conveying inſiruction by pa- 
rables are very obvious; it is an e- ee 2 
inſinuating truth into the mind; it takes men 
by ſurpriſe, without aturtning heir Per dudiner 
and paſſions; it is leſs offenſi ue than a lain 

rebuke; and is fitted to make a ar, rümpteſ- 
ſion en dhe wemety and the heart? 11/3190 
The parables of our Lord fat ected theſe? 6g 
all other writers; not only vn acediiar of une pu. 
ern e reel vb ddeir. dec FR 


24903 - 


tion, but alſo. on account of the ſublime truths 


and important inſteuBjogs which are ane : 


in them. 


The parable of Fg Sonny 8 hy different 


reception which the goſpel meets with in the 
world, according to the Alken aampars. And 


capacities of men. : 

That of the Tares dne the general ſtate of 
the Chriſtian church, in all ages, to the end of 
the world; that there will be both ſincere and 

hypocritical profeſſors, and at laſt an impartial 


trial and an eternal pans en *. 
righteous and the wicked. 


The Rich Man, whoſe foul x was i ſuddeply 76s 


quirod of him, ſets in a very ſtriking Jight the 


folly of placing our chief happineſs in worldly 
riches, and flattering ourſelves with the. homo, 
many Years ta. come. T 


The Charitable Samaritan: 0 the foul into | 
_ univerſal benevolence, and throws down every 
partition wall, which woe GY us Tan 
doing good to others. 4 1 
The parable of the Prodigal paints i in a 
colours the folly and guilt of a licentious youth, 
who, being impatient of his father's advice 
and diſcipline, run headlong into a courſe of 
ſenſual pleaſure; but ſoon found inſtead, of, 


liberty and happineſs, the moſt abject lavery; 


and, woſt; bitter diſtreſs ; and it repreſents, fur- 


dere in am affecting manner, that Gad hath, wa 
Plraſure in; the * 2 


une in but rejoiceth in 
4101; Fat my | . their | 
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their recovery, and is ready with open arms to 
receive them, upon their returning to him with 
ſincere repentance and humble faith. ä 


The Parables in general are full of reli gious 
aa moral inſtructions; but it would ſwell this 
work too much to give a particular account of 
all. Read them with attention and candour, and 
endeavour to diſeover the ſpiritual wiſdom and 
good ſentiments which are concealed in them; 
conſider their particular meaning and deſign, the 
mein object and leading point in view; and 
bring the application home to your o] mind; 
that you may not be numbered among thoſe, 
whaz ſceing, © ſaw not; and heuring,; heard not; 
dut having, ꝛbith an homſi and gobd heant, heard 
the tuar d niay unten W Jareh! "ew with 


Patience. e 


yr R ” : — 1191 18 woot nE | Prevery 4 iH 


„N. B. Children: ſhould: be dane wann 
early acquaintance with the deſigu and meaning 
of the Parables; and ſhould get by heart the 
moſt lively and affecting of them.. 
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\U, R bleſſed Lad not nk SANTO 
perfect rule of duty in his: excellent diſa 
. and parables, but alſo ſet before us "aw 


example of the moſt complete obedience; His 


practice was a juſt picture of his own precepts, 
and added new light and force to them. All 
the duties of piety and goodneſs were united in 
himy\ without. infirmity or deſect; ſo that in his 


lie they ede as it Wige Wiſible to en 


A * 2 * a * gc 


His piety and detueibet. Gurdy God were 


| manifeſted in a conſtant readineſs to pleaſe and 


honour bim in alb things. He ſpeaks of it, as 
the great object of his attention, and the 


higheſt joy of his ſoul. I am come down from 


= not to do my o will but the will 'of 


bim that ſent me, and to finiſh his work. At 


twelve years of age, he diſcovered his zeal for 


religious exerciſes, by ſtaying in the temple 


amongſt the doors, hearing them and aſking 
\ them queſtions ; and telling his parents, in juſti- 


| fication of his conduct, that he muſt be about 


Z 2 Father's 4 He conſtantly attended 
| E ö VVV 
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the public aſſemblies for divide worſhip, and 


frequently withdrew himſelf from the public 
eye, for meditation and private prayer. This 
ſpirit of devotion influenced all his actions, 


and was the foundation of that abſolute ſub- 
jection and reſignation to the divine will, 
which he ſhewed at all times, and eſpecially in 


the amazing inſtance of his death, the finiſhing 


ſtroke, and ge proof of his obedience and 


lobe. 


towards man, than in piety towards God. 


% 


Nor was ib leſs exemplary i in Fee 


His whole life was one continued act of mercy. 


It was his meat and drink, his conſtant em- 


ployment and delight, to go about doing good; 


to heal all ſorts of ſickneſſes among the peo- 


ple, and to preach the glad tidings of divine 
grace and favour to the penitent. He admit- 


ted all, even the pooreſt and meaneſt, into = 


his li eg and converſed freely with pub- 


ings of humanity, and the tender affection of 
friendſhip, in his ſympathizing tears at the 


grave of Lazarus, in his laſt endearing diſ- 


courſes to his diſciples, . and his pathetic la- 


21 for yang | W W * Barde 
7 


licans and. ſinners, for their inſtruction and 
1 amendment. He diſcovered the generous feel- 


mentation over Feruſc alem but the act of be- 
5 nevolence, which deſerves our higheſt regard, is 
his dying for the f per giving bis lift a ran- 
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Ver finful. men, that he might a eternal 16. 
demption for t them, 'S 197 Were 35 
The virtues allo of en emi- 
| Rte ſhone forth i in the temper. and conduct 
of our Saviour. His affections and appetites 
moved regularly within the bounds of reaſon; 
and he preferred the pleaſures of religion to 
every other pleaſure. Every deſire of private 
eaſe was made to give way to the public good, 
and the great deſign he had in view. He pur- 
ſued the middle way between luxury and au- 
ſterity, teaching us to ſit looſe to the enjoy- 
ments of life, and to aſe the world without 
abuſing it. He was all humility and conde- 
ſcenſion, yet always preſerved his dignity; and 
waſhed the feet of his diſciples, while he told 
2 them he was their Lord and Maſter. ' Far from 
coveting worldly riches or honours, in the loweſt 
condition of poverty and meanneſs he was eaſy 
and contented.; 5 and under the moſt injurious 
8 treatment, and the : greateſt poſſible provocations, 
we find no eee tranſports of i impatience 
ad AMR, far from loſing his meekneſs and 
| beneygler ence of. temper, even when he was e ex- 
piring, upon, the croſs, he offered up his prayers : 
fan theſe, who. with inveterate cruelty had brought 
him to its. ſaying, Father, ASPY, hw for they 

know, nat, what, they do... || 
Bet us ſet this example Wanda 8 our | 
eyes o traes the facted hiſtory of it, and make : 
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it the ſubject of our frequent thought. and re- 
peated contemplation, that we may catch ſome 


faint i image and reſemblance of his graces, and 


the ſame mind may be in, us which © WAS in Chrij 


Je gau. May we imitate him as his diſciples 4 
obey him as our Maſter; ; and follow him as our 


hope of following him to the bleſſed manſions 


1 above, and gaining an abundant entrance into the 
rol n T4 e ti fe and L. Amed A 


OG: AP. XLVIIL .. = 
"The +a concerning = 'H R i S 5 


ti 1 


Prophecy in a lend es of 2 future 


Guide; with a comfortable perſuaſion and pleafi ing 


event, which it is impoſfible for man to 


know: and as therefore it muſt come from 
God, the accompliſhment of the Prophecies 
concerning Chriſt was a mark by which he 
ſmhould be known, and a proof of his divine 


miſſion. A ſeries of prophecies, had been | 


delivered by different prophets, and at.different 


times, through a long ſucceſſion of ages, 


which were fulfilled in him, and in him 
alone. . 1 r. and [ewes is 
only. eee 1 nan 41 
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New Teſtament - -entirely agree, the former in 
foretelling what ſhould happen to him, and the 
latter in relating thoſe very circumſtances as 
they really happened. 
* It was foretold, that the Meſſah ſhould be 
born of a virgin, of the tribe of Judah, of the 
Houſe of David, and in the town of Bethle- 
hem: and all the prophecies, thus pointing 
out the family, the place, and the manner of 
his birth, exactly came to paſs. It was foretold 
by Haggai, that he would come, while the 
ſecond temple was ſtanding; and by Daniel, 
that he would be cut of, and the city and ſance 
tuary be defiroyetd, at the end of ſeventy weeks 
from the going forth of the command (which was 
given to Ezra) to reftore and rebuild Jeruſalem 1 
chat is, at the end of four hundred and ninety 
years from that period; for the weeks are 
weeks of years; each week containing ſeven 
years,” like the Sabbaths of years mentioned in 
tze twenty-fifth chapter of Leviticus. And 
_ accordingly at that time Chriſt was cut of to 
make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in 
everlaſting righteouſneſs; and upon his death the 
Moſaic œconomy was aboliſhed, the ſacrifice 
and oblation ceaſed, the Jews were no longer a 
peculiar people, and ann, wan no longer a 5 
holy city unto God. 8 
Beveral minute cireumſtances a6; which had ; 


: been ſpecified W were ponctually 


3 „ àcecom- 
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accompliſhed; and if you compare them with 
the Evangeliſts, you will ſee, that pot. a tittle 
fell to the ground. You read i in Zechariah, They 
a for my price thirty pieces of ſiluer; and 
you read in St. Matthew, that Judas ſold Jeſus 
for that very ſum,—You read in the P/alms, that 


they pierced both his hands and his, feet; and you 


- read in the Goſpel, that he was crucified ; and 


that he afterwards ſhewed his diſciples the print 
F the nails with which he had been faſtened: to 
the eroſs. I ſaiab foretold, that he ſhould be num 
bered with the tranſgreſſors 5 and the Evangeliſt 
tells you, that he 2vas crucified between two thieves, 


As Chrift therefore appeared exactly at the 


time appointed by the prophets for his coming; 
and as the various marks and characters, which 


they had given of him, are found to agree and 
unite in him, and in no other; we have good 
reaſon to believe that he was the Meſſiah, 
who was to come into the world; and to be 
thankful for this great evidence of the divine 


by authority of his miſſion, and the truth of his! „ 


ligion. | 
By the e concerning Gee che / 


expectation of him was continually preſerved. 


| 5 8 0 among the Jews; 3 they, who had but a diſtant 
"i and imperfect view of his coming, rejoiced at 


it, and under all their troubles and .calamities 
they drew comfort from the promiſe of a Sa- 


yy $4 I e's there TOE be na nd. 
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_ Unto this promiſe, the twelve tribes, inflantly ſeru- 
ing God day and night, hoped to come. We 
ſhould learn to act over again the ſame virtue 
with the ſaints. of old; and as they ſaw the 
promiſes of God afar off, and yet embraced them, 
ſo we ſhould look up to God, as true and firm 
to his engagements, and worthy, of our entire 
truſt and confidence : we ſhould rely upon W 
promiſes, which relate to a future ſtate; 
ſhould prepare ourſelves for the ſecond, . 
of Chrift, and fix our eye on that bleſſed inhe- 
ritance which is reſerved in heaven for his 
faithful ſervants: Let us bring down the diſ- 
tant good into our hearts; let us ſhew the in- 
fluence of it in our lives, and by a patient con- 
tinuance in well - doing, feek for glory, honour, and 


a immortality, that, after ue haue done the 101 * 
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420 proßbeey is the declaration "7 fg, 
future event, which it is impoſſible; for 
man to know, fo a miracle i is an action which 
it is above the natural power of man to per- 
form. It cannot be accounted for by the com- 
mon courſe of Providence and the known laws 
of Nature, and muſt therefore be done by the 
immediate "afliftance of Him to whom Nature 
herſelf c owes her being. We know, faid W. icodemus, 

a ruler of the Jews, to Jaſus, thou art a teacher 
come from. Ged; for no man can do theſe re: 
which thou doll, except God be with him. 

All marks and characters which may Ie . 
turally expected in true and genuine miragles, 
ate to be found in thoſe done by Chriſt. — They 
were very Numerous. They were Various in- 
their kind ;—and were very frequently, + TE=: 
— peated,—They were wrought, Openly, in the 
face of the Sun, before a whole, nation of 
po, 51 who were his. enemies. — They were 
3 5 . = We of the compaſſionate and friendly. 
| . : kind; —as of Supernatural Power, ſo of Gods 
1 ere neficence ; perfect x. agrecing with, e 
4 | V bud EET JF IR y Na DIC W — . 
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deſign of his coming into the world, and 


with the doctrine which they were intended to 


ſupport. 

Lock into the Goſpel, and you will find him 
ſpeaking as the Lord of Nature, and having 
all the powers of Nature at his command. He 

ſpake the word only, and inſtantly the "K 
were reſtored'to health, the Blind received ſig 
the Lame were made to walk, the Deaf to 

hear, and the Dumb to att Re will, be thu 
clean, ſaid he to the leper, and immediately bis 

leproſy was cleanſed. Peace, be fill, faid he to 

the ſtormy wind and the raging ſea, and i imme 
diately the wind ceaſed, and there was a great. 
calm. He ſpalce to the dead daughter « of Jairus, 

Damſel, 2. Jay unto thee, ariſe; and ſhe aroſe. — 


He called to Lazarus, Come forth; and he, who N 


had laid four days in the grave, came forth. | 


But the "miracles which' are recorded i in et 


New Teſtament, are but a ſmall f part of the 


whole number which our Saviour "performed! 1 


There werte many others, equally credible and 


— 


authentic; too many, indeed, to be diſtinaly” 
related: and therefore we frequently meet 
with only general accounts of great numbers 3 


performed in this or that place, without any 


mention of the particular circumſtances. or 


: 2 Thus we read in Saint Matthew,” - 
Jus went "about all Galite, teaching. in their 


 Sytagoyuet, and- preaching” "the "goſpel of the ling- 


_- * os "g all manner of feln and all 
5 manner 


n 


Soo 
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manner f diſeaſe among the people ; and his fame 
went throughout all Syria. And they brought unto 
him all fick people, that were taken with divers 
diſeaſes and torments, and thoſe which were peſ- 
fefſed with devils, and thiſe which were lunatics, 


and theſe which had the palſy: and he healed 


them.—And again, When the men of that place 
(namely Genneſarat) had inowledge of him, 
they ſent out into all that country round about, and 


: brought unto him all that were diſeaſed, and be- 


fought him, that they might only touch the hem of 


his garment. And as many as ne were we 


Perfectly whole. —» 
Ho pleaſing to ſurvey ndr e of 


our fellow creatures receiving immediate com- 
fort from the miraculous power of our 8a- 


viour How do we partake. of the joy which 
he diffuſed through many a mournful family, 
by reſtoring a ſick parent to health, or raiſing a 
dead child to life! — And how do theſe reflec» 
tions cheriſh and improve our own. benevo- 


_ lence, and inſpire and animate the love of Going 
. | 


- How pleaſing allo to innit 5 es of 15 


5 Chriſt, as immediate atteſtations from the Fa- 
ther to the truth of his Miſſion, and the Divi- 


nity of his doctrine — He himſelf appeals to 


Ft N them upon this very ground: VI do not the 
works of my Father, —ſuch works as no man can 


3 except God be with him, Velieve me not; 


but if 1 do, though you believe not me,—merely, 
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| on my own. word and teſtimony, yet Believe the 
works, which are the teſtimony of God, and 


which I do by his power and in his name; 
that ye may know and believe that the Father is in 
me, —by the divine power of working miracles 


—and I in him, — as having his commiſhon, 


knowing his will, and acting by his authority. 
Would God have recommended the doctrines 
of the goſpel, by his immediate interpoſition, if 


they had not been true, and promotive of the 


happineſs of man? Would he thus have ſet his 
-own.,peculiar ſeal to them? Would he, by ſuch 
a ſpecial. voice, have borne witneſs to Chriſt, 


and called upon all men to believe in and obey 


| him, if he had not been indeed the e the 
Saviour of the world? 

Let theſe conſiderations eſtabliſm our 3 
in the Chriſtian faith, and lead us to the grand 
deſigns of the goſpel; in confirmation of 
which the miracles of Chriſt were wrought, 


| The great aim and intention of Chriſtianity ' 


is, to bring us to repentance; to purify and 
warm the heart; to reſtore that image of Sed 
which was end by the fall; and to create 
us unto all good works. e then to the 

1 authority of Chriſt, embrace his doctrine, fol- 
low his example, and obey his precepts; ſor 
Hor Gall toe eſcape, if we neglect fa great ſalvas_ 
tian, which|at firftibegan toi be ſpoken by the Lords 

: mo was a N Wi 9 deck . 
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FH E. Chriſlian 0 is Amoipkibetidn 
of great plainneſs and ſimplicity; yet; 
as men, forming a religious ſociety, muſt have 
ſome outward. rites, of worſhip; and as prbper 
emblems and repreſentations naturally tend to 
promote meditation, and exoite devotion; our! 
Saviour has required the obſervance of tw 
1 rites, commonly known by the name 


uf the Sacrament: a called Baptiſm and the 
Lord's Supper. = #/ 5 {pane Yue) d : 8 


v2 


- Baptiſm, confiſts in. waſhing er ſprinkk 


the body with water, in te wen . W. Rates 1 


the Sen, and the Holy Ghaſt; and the outwa 
form . is the ſign of an_ inward. and Girl, 


71 


and manners, which, as - Chriſtians, | we are 


bound to preſerve. And as Water, the em 
blem.of purity, - is in daily conſtant uſe, it may 


being to our mind, every hour we live, the. 


_ obligations. of. our Bap: iim, and teach us to; 


keep gur fquls an d, bodies, Mme with, gen 


tee Abet of an a 
Ye We 


w#+ + 
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| dhe Sacraments. „ 

FO are. a: ſolownly: admitted by it ine dle 
Fel of the Chriſtian faith, and are bound 
to live ſuitably to that profeſſion. We therein 
dedicate ourſelves—to the ſervice and worſhip 


of God the Father, who created us to the 
obedience and imitation of Chriſt, the Son of 


God, who redeemed us;—and'to the doctrine 
and guidance of the Holy Spirit, who ſanctifieth 


us. We become, according to the Chriſtian 
covenant, entitled to the benefits and privileges, 
which God has promiſed on his part, and are 
made Members of Chtiſt. Children of God, 
and Heirs of the kingdom of Heaven: and we 
are bound to ſulfil the conditions or obligations 
ond our part; which are—Firſt, To renounee 


all / ſin and wickedneſs ; Secondly, To believe 
what God has taught in his holy word z—and, 


Thirdly, To keep his nenen all "WE, | 
e of our lives, | 155 
It is true, indeed, that Infant cannot of 


"3. Wa 


themſelves expreſsly promiſe to fulfil theſe con- . | T 


ditions: © but their ſureties, their God- fathers 
and God-mothers, promiſe for tbem; and, if 
the Parents neglect it, are bound to inſtruck 10 
them in the articles of the Chriſtian faith, and 


the nature of the Chriſtian duties, that they © 255 9225 I 


may believe and obey the will of God. And 12 75 


as ſoon 'as they come to years of diſcretioh , ; 


2 undetſtand the nature and obliga don o « 


at © their: ue, hey muſt chuls! e — i 
4 PLE 7 . ſelyes: 5 
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ſelves: they muſt either renounce and diſclaim 
it, or approve and confirm it, making it their 
own act and deed, and reſolving to abide by it. 
For this purpoſe, the ceremony of Confirma- 
tion was inſtituted; an ancient uſage, handed 
down to us from the beginning of Chriſtianity, 
and capable, if duly obſerved, of producing the 
moſt noble fruits. For what can be more likely 
to preſerve young perſons from the ſnares and 
danger of the world, than to renew the bap- 
tiſmal covenant; to take it freely upon them- 
ſelves, and form a ſerious reſolution of keep- 
ing it to the end of their lives? What a warm 


and lafting impreffion muſt it make upon their 


minds, thus to. ſurrender themſelves entirely 
to God, in the face of the church, and before 


a large congregation, while the Biſhop lays 


his hand upon the head of each, and ſolemnly 
prays, that God may Defend them with his 
heavenly grace, that they may continue his child- 
rien for ever, and daily. increaſe in his Holy 
Spirit, till they come to his everlaſting kingdom * 
And will not the ſenſe of the vows which 


are upon them, firengthen them afterwards. in 
„ hour of temptation; ſpur them on to every 


| good work, and excite a becoming zeal in pre- 
- paring themſelves for the complete Communion 
of the church, and the ns Wir of the 
Lord's Supper? , _ 5 8 
Tbe 3 Supper was ted, for — 


* we 5 * 
25 2 * 5 
4 * . Ir 
83 J 
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we eat at brend in remembrance of nis body broken, 
and we drink wine in token of the edding of 
his blood, that thus his death may be repre- 
ſented and ſhewn forth, till he . e mg for 
the final falvation'of his people. 
It is the expreſs direction of our Saviour; 
Dr this in remembrance of me. The words 
carry a plain obligation with them, which no 
Chriſtian can evade; they contain as clear a 
command as any other precept in the whole 
New Teſtament. And did Chriſt give this 
command without intending that it ſhould be 
obeyed? Did he leave us at liberty to attend or 
not attend it: And can we have the courage to 
tell him, that though He thought it neceſſary 
to command it, we — not n it Wee to 
; comply with it? e 8 
What leſs can we * as a mark of our 
Love and Gratitude ? Did he diveſt himſelf of 
all his- glory in heaven fo. did he take upon 
1 himſelf our nature, with all its pains and infir- 
mities did he ſubmit to the agonies of a bitter 
death, that we might be pardoned, reconcited, 
b and Ive for ever? And what leſs return can 
we make, than to eat and drink at bis table 


in remembrance | of him 1— Though we can £2 


never ſufficiently | praiſe that compaſſion, which 


is hath thus ranſomed us from fin and death, yet 
1 let us gratefully remember it: let us admire and 


" adore. it; let us. keep >. warm ſenſe of it 
38 always in ile heart, and do what we can to 


£1 6 perpetuate 5 


Wi 


- x 4 7 9 * 
_— 
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perpetuate. the remembrance. of it he future 


ages, £174 £44) 4 5d SMS q ef £35 211 
But it is an inditution ea for: our 


goed and our intereſt calls us to a frequent 


attendance upon it. It hath a powerful in- 


good reſolutions, to arm us againſt the tempt- 


ations of life, and to improve us in every 
thing that is worthy of men and of Chriſtians, 
While we contemplate the freedom and riches 


of divine merey, and cheriſh thoſe diſpoſitions 
of mind which are ſuited to the ſolemnity, the | 
world loſes its power over us; every inordinate 


paſſion is ſubqued; the love of virtue glows in 


the bteaſt; and we feel the feryor of devotion, 


that purity of foul, + and that energy of joy, 


which are the * _— 5 . W 
heaven. 5 b 
There is no fimitation "of age 4 1 


| 70 coming to the Lord's Supper: :— Tt is indeed 
RY impoſlible, on account of the different capa- 
Cities and opportunities of i improvement, to fix a 


certain preciſe time of life for the purpoſe 1 
but you ought to come as ſoon as you are ca- 
pable of underſtanding the nature of the inſtitu- 
tion :—You ought to come as ſoon as you are 
fit for it, at whatever age it be :—the ſoaner the 
| better. —Early attendance is peculiarly pleaſing 


0 God: He will bleſs. the youthful purſuits of | 
| virtue; He will ſmile upon the young votaties 


of PL, themſelves at his table, and treat 
tem 
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them wich difliaguiſhibe e ebe ſhall be 
His in the day when he maketh up his je wels: 
their names are written in he v“ e.. 


t -Bleſled Saviour, Town thy love; I ſub- 


mit to thy command; I am determined to re- 
member thee in thy holy ſupper.” I reſolve to go 
ſodn to thy altar, and there, in the moſt unre- 
ſerved manner, to renew my covenant never to 
be broken. I reſolve to imitate thee as thy 
Diſciple; to obey. thee as my Maſter; and to 
confide in thee as my all- powerful Mediator. 
May I receive, with becoming diſpoſujons of 
mind, the pledges of thy love, and the memo- 

rials, of thy death; and under Ne ſacred in- 
fluence may Igo on, as far I can, to pe fact 
holineſs, in the fear Gad, and be at length: re- 
_ ceived: into the habitations of eternal Aightooaſe 
nels and {42 Amen. 1 0 
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UR Saviour, having died upon the 28 
vas buried by Joſeph of Arimathea, in a 
new tomb, which had been hewn out of a. rock, and 
in which never man was laid. And as he had 
foretold, that after three days he would riſe again, 
the chief prieſis and rulers of the Fews, | in order 
© prevent any deception, and impoſition, made 
It . ſure, ſealing, the, lone, and ſetting a 
: guard But, notwithſtanding all their precau- 
tion, on the third day, the ſeal was broken, the 
ſtone rolled away, and the body of Jeſus was 
gone. He aroſe in the preſence and to the great 
"amazement of the Roman guard, who ſhook and 

* became as dead men; Tome of whom, after they 
had recollected themſelves, went into the city and 
ſhewed unto the chief prieſts all the particular 

" circumſtances of this awful tranſaftion, 
Our Saviour appeared to his diſciples, after 

4 3 was tiſen, not once only, but often; not in 
EE haſty tranſient way, but for a conſiderable 
| 15 time together; he travelled with them; diſ- 
Edlured with them; eat and drank with them; 


e to his hands and his feet, and the 
8 5 marks 
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marks of thoſe wounds which he had received 
on the croſs; and when one of them refuſed to 
believe on the teſtimony of the reſt, and required 
a particular kind of conviction, our Saviour 
condeſcended to ſatisfy his over-ſcrupulous diſ- 
ciple, ſaying unto him, Reach hither thy finger, 
and behold and examine my hands; and reach 
hither thy hand, and thruſt it into my fide, and 
be not faithleſs „ but believing. 
When he had fully convinced the Apoſtles, 
by many infallible proofs, of the reality of his re- 
ſurrection, and given them all neceſſary di- 
rections for the diſcharge of their office, he led 
them out to Bethany ; where, while he was, in 
the midſt of them, inſtructing and bleſſing them, 
he was parted from them; and while they be- 
held him, and their eyes were fixed on him, he 
was carried up by a ſlow gradual aſcent, till a 
bright cloud received him out of their ſight. 5 
Thus he aſcended into heaven, and ſat down at 
the right hand of God; that is, was crowned 
with glory and honour, angels and authorities ant 
| powers being made ſubject unto him. There he 
- ill carries on, as our great High-prieſt, the | 
_ gracious deſign for which he came into the 
world, and ever liveth to make interceſſion for us. 


| There he reigns the animating, though invi- | 
- - ſible, head of the Church which be founded 
upon earth, and which he will cheriſh and ſu - 
nk even to * end OY the WH a+ art from 
$45 VVV thence | 9 2 
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thence, he will return with power and glory to 


judge the whole human race, and to e the | 


* 


wanne; of Eternity. 
The reſurrection and r of our bleſſed 


Liked fully vindicate the integrity of his charac- 


ter, juſtify his claim as the Son of God and 
Saviour of the world, and prove the truth and 
efficacy of his whole mediation. With what 


pleaſure therefore ſhould we. remember, a riſen 


and exalted Redeemer | With what fatisfa&tion - 


may we put ourſelves under his protection! 
With what entire confidence may we reſt in his 
promiſes I am going, ſays he, fa prepare 4 


. g place Var Jou, that there [ ann, there ye, may. 12 
aa Becauſe I liue, ie alſo foall lives 315230) ny | 


Meditate upon theſe truths with grateful ada 
ration and praiſe; let them bave their ge- 
nuine influence in purifying the heart from 


42M every low earth- born deſire, and forming vou 
to a divine and heavenly temper. Remember, 


that Jeſus, though crucified. and ſlain, lives act 


{ 5 50 band of God, to plead your cauſe. Go, 


and 1 nber the Almighty Power, which 


raiſed him-from the dead, and exalted. him o 
ze Nice and a Saviour: Go, riſe with him, 


be and walk in newneſs of life; follow his ſteps 
a2 your gender; ſet your affediene on 2 
ge” mode and veſt aſſuted, that He, ho | 


nd gabe * Himſel If r 298". will hw” you” Rr 
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ſelf, that you! may be 5 Be ii, 
ever "with the Lord.” 0 li 
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H BEN fi * 111 C33 LK XK 
A Ve Saviour knew, that his death Would 
overwhelm his Apoſtles with dread and de- 
ſpair, and that they could not, without ſome: 
ſpecial aid, be qualified for preaching the goſpel 
with ſuecceſs, and carrying on his gracious pur - 
poſes for the ſalvation of men; He previouſſy 
animated them with an encouraging; promiſe of 
aſſiſtauce, irequiſite for all their future engage, N Wi 
ments za e ion top dell them, I wilt, FF 
not J6av2 you: ar fer after. I am riſen 
„ em the dead, and aſcended to: the: place from: i 
ephenct I cams I will pray te my Fathers. and bet, | 
all giue yon another Gomfarter.. And, iubeꝝ be is... - 3 
cones, whe, will. guida yon ini all truth; . will. | avs : 7 
Heu hau things te come; be will bring, to aun res.. AJ 
menbronce: whatſoever I have. ſaid unte vu le, 
94 teach you. all things, and abide with, you 5 i 
1 d juſt beforg,his Aſcenſion, bing %% é ͤ 
77 tegetber,. with his apeſtlen, be 2 wel 5 
thema that they Mul not depprt from Jeruſe 4 3 
Aal . remain there for 85 Promiſe of the ö . 4 X . 
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ther, for the accompliſhment of that promiſe, 
which he had made them in his Father's name. 
Ye Hall receive Power (faid Chriſt), after that 
the Holy Get is come upon ou; and ye ſhall be 
witneſſes to me in Jeruſalem, and in all Judea, 
and in Samaria, and unto the e. forth of 
„„ FF AÞH.A 

Accordingly, 5 5 gen days after his aſcen- 
ſion,” when the day of Pentecoſt Was fully come, 
and they were all with one accord in one place, 
there came ſuddenly a found from heaven, ds of 
a ruſhing mighty wind, and it filled all the 
| houſe where they tbere fitting. And there ap- 
peared unto them cloven tongues,” like: as of fire 
(tongues which ſeemed to be divided in the 
midſt, and were bright and fparkling like fire); 5 
and this emblem of the Divine Spirit /at upon 
"each of them _— 1 were all ue _ _ 
© hh Ghoſt. iv; N 4 915 

The Holy Ghoft; or Spirit, is'a Being aifiin& 
from the Father and the Son: He is of the 
Father and of the Son, proceeding from them 

as the Spirit of both. The ſacred ſcriptures 
Ie" of him, as another perſon, and aſcribe 
to him every kind of divine perſonal characters 


and properties: they join bim with the Father 


and the Son, on equal terms, and repreſent him . 
28 partaking of the ſame authority and per⸗ ON 
*-felioiiſ! „and therefore of the ſame nature 'w 


chem. This is the language” ef our 84%½ “ 
| oor to his n 007 * and teach "all nas 


tion 55 
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* 
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tion, baptixing them in the name off the Fathers 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Gh. To the 
ſame purpoſe is that apoſtolical benediction, 
The grace of our Lord Feſus Chrift, and the love 
of God, and the fellowſhip # the Huh is ls be | 
with Oran.” 5 
Ins conſequence of this wins effuſion, tha | 
Holy Spirit, immediately upon his deſcent 
from heaven, undertook the important office 
of Guide and Comforter to the Apoſtles: He 
inſpited them with the knowledge of all lan- 
 guages, ſo that men of every nation under hea- 
ven heard them ſpeak in their own tongue the 
wonderful works of God : He gave them power 
to inculcate the doctrines of the goſpel with 
ſuch force of reaſoning, 25 all their adverſaries 
could not gainſay and refiſt; and alſo to con- 
firm their authority by many 2 and wonders, 
by diverſe miracles and ſpiritual gifts: and he for- 
tified their minds with ſo much courage and 
patience, that they reſolved to ſubmit to every 
indignity and calamity which could poſſibly bes; 
fall them, rather than deſert the cauſe of by | 
wif renounce his religion. my | 
The miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit 
were only for a time; they were beſtowed upon 
the Apoſtles and firſt preachers of Chriſti- 
anity; for the Confirmation, Revs, TRIER 


ſwered, when Chriſtianity: Was atrived from A EL. 


. e of en to * er, and, | maturity, D # 


| and 


788 Of the Daten of the Hol 2 
amn Princes became the patrons of WP then 


thoſe" temporary aids of tongues, prophecies, . - 


and "miracles were taken away. But, beſides 
thoſe miraculous powers which were commu- 


nicated only to ſome few, there is an influence 


of the moral kind, which is communicated 
to all: the ſaving and fanRifying gifts and 
graces. of the Spirit fill remain, and he abides_ 
wich the diſciples of Chriſt for ever; to en- 


lichten their. "underſtandings, to purify their 


hearts, to guard them from temptation, to com- 
fort and ſupport them in affliction, and to be 


as a pledge or earneſt of the future Slorious 
Dee which is ke before them 1 the 


Goſpel. 
This aid of. _s Holy Ghoſt i is totally con- 


wy 


ſiſtent with the uſe of Reaſon, and the ever 


ciſe of out natural powers. Whatever may 
be the efficacy. of his influences upon the mind, 


Ve are ſtill free, and at full liberty to re- 


ject or comply with them. We muſt not 
be, entirely paſſive, like mere machines, but 


: 23 


5 muſt attend his motions, follow his guigance, 

and obey his ſuggeſtions. | The divine grace, 
far from being an argument for ſloth, is an 

encouragement to labour. While God works | i 


in us and for us, we muſt alſo work for dur- 


ſelyes. Ged worketh: in you, ſaith abe Abel 


2 772 5 Both, to.will and to di ef his own good pleajure $=<"5. 
1 giveth you power do act, and therefore, bee 
| "9H; he. es you Power uuert e. . 0 


ee 
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own ſalvation. Our endeavours: cannot ſave 
us without his aid; nor will his aid ſave us 
without our Fan : both muſt; eoncur; 
we muſt be workers together + with him; we muſt 


de diligent," in order to make our atone: Wee 5 


4 
1 * 


tion ſure. nd 1 "34 95 ra} e247 1563 
In the communication of Divine — | 
there. is no outward ſenſible operation; the 
fruits of the Spirit are the only ſure evidence 
of our being under his guidance. There is 
no foundation in the Word of God for thoſe 


bodily impreſſions, thoſe inward feelings, thoſe 


viſions and illuminations, which ſome have 
laid down a8 the only proof of his aſſiſtance. 
Theſe indeed are the fruits of an over-heated 
imagination. and enthuſiaſtic phrenzy ;: but the 
fruits f the Spirit are Leve, Joy, Peace, 
Geadneſi, Righteouſneſs, . Truth, and all the 
amiable virtues of the Chriſtian life. —-IFhoſe-" 
ever is born. of. Ged—whoſoever is renewed. in 
his Natures. and led by the Spirit of God—dath”! 


not, commit fin ; doth not allow himſelf in any 4 


known vice —doth not commit fin. wilfully 
and, habitually.-w/# bearer is born of G 


dagen oy arts So e that ot) 55 95 


ee, ll. . % NN fi i 

Happy i in het promiſe, WE nf | God ail” AM: 
that aſt him, let us 
egy ont feryently pray for the'iph." oo 
di 20. tbe k RI 


ide the Holy, Spirit 10 th 
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throne of Grace, that we may find grace 10 belp in. 

every time of need. Be pleaſed, O Lord, to ſhed 

abroad his ſanctifying influences on our minds, 

that he may become our Comforter and our 
Guide that our bodies may be preſerved as 
his pure temples, dedicated to his ſervice, and 

animated by his preſence: - that he may con- 
ſtantly dwell in our hearts, and that we may be 
one with Thee, our Creator, en and, 
| ere N for: word Fo R's py (ID 5 
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Ti HE Apolttes were perſons ien 57 our 


Saviour upon his firſt entrance on his pub- 
lic miniſtry, to be toitneſſer of the purity of his 
life, of the doctrines he ſhould teach, and of the 
miracles he ſhould perform. You have not choſen 

1 ſays he to them, but I have choſen you to 
be 'my. apoſtles and ambaſſadors; and have 

3 ordained you, that you ſhould go into the moſt dif= _ 

tant countries, and bring forth much "when : 

converting the world to the Chriſtian fait. 
The belief of the goſpel "muſt depend apa 4 
teſtimony of ſome ſort or other; and while we 


ſee the folly and abſurdity of demanding _ = 


"OAT a8 the nature * the thing will not ad- 
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mit, let us conſider, whether the evidence we 
have, the evidence of the Apoſtles, be clear and 
ſatisfac c y whether it. be ſuch as ought rea- 
ſonably to be relied on? 
As the Apoſtles were men of plain Fa pie 
8 un derſtanding, they were capable of 
Judging concerning the truth of the fa&s which 
they atteſted. They appear to have been ever 
preſent with Ohriſt; they heard all his words, 
they ſaw, all his works, and therefore, they 
cCould not have been deceived. Did they not 
know, that they attended him through his whole 
miniſtry? Did they not know, that they had fa- 
miliarly converſed with him, and had actually | 
ſeen. him make. the blind to ſee, the deaf to hear, 
the lame to walk, and the dead to live? Did 
they not know, that he was perſecuted, con- 
demned, and-crucified?  .. ..,, 5 
They had the ſame evidences too of bis Refors 
rection from the grave; they knew him to be 
the very perſon with whom they had formerly 
converſed.— Their ears, and eyes, and hands, 
convinced them, that it was their maſter who 54 
had died upon the croſs. They ſaw and felt 
him they eat and drank with him; and during | 
| the. intercourſe of forty days, they had the ſame 
1 infallible proofs of his being then, alive, as that 11 
be ever was alive at al. | 
..* There i is another, and ſtill ſtronger, ee 5 
in which the Apoſtles could not poſſibly be de- 
9 8 e * Praiſes. which, our 3 bad 
e 2 "oy WW, 
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given M that, after his departure, th would _ 
fond them another Comfarter, even the Spirit of | 
truth, who ſhould guide them into all truth, was 
effeQually accompliſhed in them. They found 
themſelves filled with the Holy Ghoft ; and were 
convinced, by what they felt, of the divine 
power of Chrift, and the truth of his goſpel. 
They found their ſentiments quite changed, and 
their minds illuminated with a clear and diſtinct 
view of the Meſſiah and his kingdom. They 
found themſelves enabled to ſpeak all languages, 
and to work all miracles. Theſe gifts of the 
Spirit, therefore, were not imaginary: and de- 
luſive, but real communications from Heaven, of 
which they were equally certain em n r 
owe own exiſtence. - 
And as there is the Rrocgen proof, Ent hs 
Apoſtles could not be deceived themſelves, ſo there 
is no juſt ground for ſuſpicion, an * had wy 
Inontion to decerve others. | 
Look into the characters of the Apoſtles, 
; and you will find nothing of craft and deceit, 
no appearance of fraud and wickedneſs, in 
any part of their behaviour. Their principles 
were worthy, and their religion rational; their 
tempers open and free, their manners humble 


and benevolent, and their ſanctity pure and ä . 
unblemiſhed. Theſe genuine marks of pro- 5 


| bitey and piety leave no room for: any! WE: 27 
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With whit view indeed could they forge © 2 

| Noth of this kind, and publiſh it to the world? 
Were they influenced by the love of fame, 


and the ambitious hope of being diſtinguiſhed 
as the heads and founders of a new ſeat? 


furniſh the leaſt ſhadow for ſuch a charge. In- 
ſtead of ſetting up for themſelves, and acting as 
principals, in their own name, they expreſsly 
declared, We preach, not vurſelves, but Chriſt 
Jefus the Lord: they aſcribed to him the whole 
merit of what they ſaid or did, and gloried in be- 
ing the ſervants of a crucified Maſter. ; 

Was there any appearance of gain and pro- 
ſperity? Had they any proſpect of enriching 
themſelves by the undertaking ?—There is no 
diſcovery of any influence of this kind in their 


writings ; on the contrary, they appeared to 


have a contempt for riches, to renounce all 
ſelf-intereſt, and every worldly conſideration.” 
Inſtead of ſoothing the paſſions and prejudices 


of men, they preached plain naked truths, un- 


_ grateful to fleſh and blood; and inſtead of 
courting the mighty and the ON who might 


_ raiſe them to power and affluence, they preached 


to the u and the baſe, who could do nothing 
for their advantage. The great end they had in 
view was, to fecover mankind from idolatry and 


ſin to the faith and obedience of the goſpel! 
and this end they purſued, at the hazard -f 
"ON thing WE was near and * to them. "I 


There is no part of their conduct which can 
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They faw. nothing before them-at their ficſt er- 
ting out, but hatred and contempt, poverty and 
perſecution: : they left their friends and relations; 
they left all they bad, and wandered into all the 
quarters of the earth, expoſing themſelves to 
continual ſufferings, both from Fews and Gen- 
tiles. They welcomed every difficulty and dan - 
ger which lay in the way of their great purpoſe, 
and at laſt ſealed with their blood the oo 
which they preached. 8 

Are theſe the marks of cheats and 6 


5 Can we ſuppoſe, that ſuch a number of per- 


* 
1 * 


ſons, of obſcure birth, and mean education, 
without learning and without authority, ſhould 
undertake to deceive the world, and propagate 
a falſehood ? — that they ſhould renounce all 
their native prejudices and connections; ſacri- 


flͤſyce their eaſe and intereſt; and expoſe them- 


ſelves to a variety of wretchedneſs, only to 


exalt. the name and honour. of one, by whom 
Lin this view) they had been miſerably diſap- 
pointed ?— that they ſhould lay a plot, as it 
were, againft their own lives, and contrive their 


4 own miſery, both in this world and in the next, 


Lat the ſame time appealing to a future judg= 
ment for. their ſincerity, and profeſſing the 


wrarmeſt hopes of a glorious reward from the 
God of truth? Can we ſuppoſe that ſuch a 
number of men ſhould form ſuch a plan, and” Kee; 
80 through ſuch ſcenes, merely to pub 8 
e * * . not believe,” i 
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and to die in ſupport of facts which they knew” 
to be falſe? Is it aan els 18 it indeed poſ- 


25 fable? 


Me ſee, 0 A ths Agofiles were faithful 
witnzſſes ; ; that they were certain of the facts 
| which they preached ; and ' ated under their 
influence, ſteadily and conſiſtently, from a con- 
ſciouſneſs of their own innocence, and a ſincere 
love of truth. We ſee a divine power going 
every where along with them, enabling them to 
ſpeak languages which they had never learned; 
to foretel future events; and to work miracles 
of the moſt extraordinary kind. We ſee them 
carrying the goſpel into the remoteſt regions of 
the earth, diffuſing its ſalutary rays with a rapid 


and amazing ſwiftneſs, and converting the - : | 
world to the truth as it is in Feſus Chriſt, We 


feel the ground, therefore, upon which we ſtand _ 
as Chriſtians; and that the teſtimony of the 
| Apoſtles is true, and their doctrine divine. 
'Chrift is the Saviour of the world, and our faith _ 
and hope are built upon a rock, as firm and as 
durable as the power and the goodneſs of God. 


« * 
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CHAP, Iv. 


The EPISTLES nd the REVELATION 
* St. JOHN. 


WEN the Apoſtles, by die preaching 

the goſpel at any place, had converted a 
ſufficient number of perſons, they formed them 
into a diſtin congregation for divine ſervice, 
and appointed proper miniſters to attend the of- 
fices of religion, while they travelled on to other 
countries. But, in virtue of their commiſſion 
from Chriss, they ſtill retained an authority over 
tze churches which they had founded; and fre- 


|S k - quently interpoſed to ſettle controverſies and | 


diſputes, to give laws and conſtitutions for their 
- government, and to build them up in that holy 


al 79 in which they had been inſtructed. 


Though moſt of the Epiſtles were written 


Gt . particular queſtions of diſpute, Which 


. aroſe upon the firſt planting of Chriftianity, 


= 0 and to correct the irregularities and errors of 
© © thoſe churches to which they are directed; 


yet the Apoſtles took every opportunity of in- 
troducing, thoſe points of doctrine and practice, 


which were of uniserſal concern, and profit · OY 
able for the inſtruction of all ſucceeding ages: 


we find them almoſt every where explaining 


te A of the e ſetting forth the - 
67 | n 
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excellency of it, and preſſing men to conform to 
its pure and exalted precepts. 

They prove the univerſal neceſſity of fuch 
a diſpenſation as the Goſpel, to raiſe men from 
the ruins of nature, and reſtore them from a 
ſtate of guilt and condemnation to the favour 
of God. They ſet forth the original goodneſs 
and mercy of the Almighty Father towards us, 

who, upon a foreſight of the wretched ſtate into 
which we ſhould fall by our fins, formed, in 
the councils of his eternal grace, the glorious 
deſign of our recovery. They extol the won- 


_ derful condeſcenſion and love of the only be- 


| gotten Son of God, who being the - brightneſs 
of the Father's glory, and the expreſs image of his 


perſon (Heb. i. 3.), became a partaker of our = | 
fleſh and blood; and having been delivered far 


our offences, and raiſed again for our juſtification 
| < Rom. iv. 25.), is able to ſave them to the utter- 

moſt who come unto God by him, ſeeing he ever -. 
 liveth to make interceſſion for us (Heb. vii. 25.) 


| They deſeribe the manifold bleſſings and-privi= = 
leges, which flow to us from the divine merex 


through the mediation of Chriſt ; and lay before 
us the exceeding great and precious promiſes of 
a future glory and felicity in the kingdom of 


"Heaven. They repreſent Faith or Believing. - - 


[26 as eſſential to what is required of us in 


| order to the enjoyment of thoſe bleſſings and 
promiſes; but declare expreſsly, that this Faith 
8 oa not a mere n aſſent to the 


* 


K 3 | truth | a 


198 The Ep ines and Revelation of St. John. 
truth of the Goſpel, but a hearty. and. practical . 
compliance with the whole method of een * 
held forth to us through Jeſus Chriſt. 
There is no contradiction between the Epiſtles 
of St. Paul and St. James upon this point; but 
they are found, on a fair ſtate of their doc- 
trines, to agree in one meaning, and to ſpeak 
the ſame opinion. The works of the Fewiſh ra- 
ligion will not ſave you, ſays St. Paul: nor will! 
a bare empty faith of the Cbri ian ſave you, faith . 
St. James.—A faith, which is fruitful of good 
works, will ſave you, ſaith St. Paul; and good 
works, which are the proper fruits at faith, will 
_ fave you, ſaith St. James. —It is plain, indeed. 
from a multitude of paſſages in the Epiſtles, 
«that the faith by which Chriſtians are juſtified 
and ſaved, is a lively and efficacious principle 
:of religion; it is ſuch. a receiving of Chriſt, as 
daetermineth the heart 0 walk in him; it is a 
faith which purifieth the ſoul, and zs made pen- 
feet by goed works, which they, who have believed 
Ain Gel, ſhould be careful to maintain, for ** 
hingt art good and profitable to men. 
Ihe laſt book of the New Teſtament is 
HE led The Revelation of St John, from his own 
- *  *geelaration in the firſt verſe, of it: The Reue : 
lation of Jeſus Chrift, which Ged gave unto him, 
5 a which is fignified by bis angel unto. his ſervant. 5 
| Juabn.—St. John was diſtinguiſhed by the ho: 
mnmaourable appellation of the Beloved diſciple; * 
„ Py 1 0 the boſom, of Jus L908 and from thence + 
N N the 
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the ſacred love of God and man was transfuſed 
into his breaſt : he was eminently endued with 
his Maſter's ſpirit, and the ſublimer myſteries of 
his univerſal kingdom were in ſome N 
made known to him. 
There are. ſeveral e in this Book of 
Revelation, to the churches of Aſa, which John 
had planted, or at leaſt cultivated and improved. 
Fhe ſubject of them is very nearly the ſame, 
being either a commendation of their faitk 
and virtue, or a, reproof for their failings, and 
an exhortation to repentance and perſeverance. 
But ſeveral parts of this book are myſterious and 
prophetical, and appear to be beyond the reach 
and comprehenſion of any human capacity: 
many: pious and learned men, in all ages of the 
church, have diligently examined and endea- 
voured to explain theſe writings ;. but we have 
reaſon to believe, that they have never yet been 
fully underſtood by any man. They ſeem, 
however, in general to deſcribe the ſtate of the 
church at that time in which they were writ- 
ten; and the future ſtate. of it to the end of the 
world: the things that were; and the =O that 
- fhould be hereafier. 1 15 4 5 
In the concluſion of this 8 ben „ 
with which the canon of ſcripture cloſes, our 
Bleſſed Lord, in the moſt awful manner, charges 
the Apoſtle to denounce a dreadful ſentence of 
 epdornation againſt any deſigned alteration ß 
"= Word of God.” 7 * man ee add unos 
by * 1 


um 
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theſe things, God fhall add unto bim the plagues 
that are written in this book : and if any man ſhall 
zake away from the words of the book of this Pro- 
phecy, God ſhall take away his part out of the book 
of life. —Y ou have now the whole revelation of 
Chriſt, abundantly ſufficient to make you wiſe 
unto ſaluation Receive it as a ſacred truſt, to 
be preſerved inviolate; and never be tempted, 
by a deſire of ſoothing your own paſſions, or the 
paſſions of others, to add to it, or take from it. 


You are now to expect no more interpoſitions; 


no farther prophecies; no new revelations; for 
they are needleſs. — There will be no more ſacri- 


ice for fin; no other ſcheme of ſalvation; no 
other offer of merey. But when our Lord ſhall 


come again, He will come in his glorious ma- 
jeſty to judge both the quick and dead, and to 
give to every man according io his work. And 


He, who teftifieth theſe thi ngs, ſaith, ſurely I come 
grickly,—To which gracious aſſurance the de- 


vout heart of the Evangeliſt immediately replies 
and may the heart of every one n enen 


W for Ten, Lord Joe ! 
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"CHAP, LV. 
* CONCLUSION. 


jLL 1 is given ah Infdivation 5 Gel, 
" Inſpiration is a divine influence, conveying 
a6 the mind ſuch a degree of knowledge, as it 
could not, at that time, have attained by the 
uſual exerciſe of its faculties. The A poſtles and 
Evangeliſts wrote under this ſacred influence; 
and Chriſtians in all ages have reverenced their 
writings, and conſtantly appealed. to them, as 
the infallible oracles of God. , 
If God ſent his Son from heaven with a EY 
vine revelation for the benefit of all men, would 
He not take care, that the doctrines He taught, 
and the facts which confirmed his i 3 
ſhould be preſerved in authentic records? Hf 
Hie intended, that the Scriptures ſhould be a 
ſtandard of faith and+a rule of life for the i in- 
ſtruction of all nations and all ages, would He 
not guide the hands of His penmen, and ſecure_ 
them from error ? - 
© Apoltles received a ſupernatural aſſiſtance in 
preaching the Goſpel; for God himſelf bore 
woitneſß to them, enabling them in a moment, 
. * the effuſion of the "AY Ie to ſpeak an 
. „ 1 | amazing 


* 
7 - 


-It is certain, that the _ 
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amazing variety of langitiages, and to work all 
kinds of miracles: and is it reaſonable to ſup- 
poſe, that leſs care would be taken of their 
: writing than of their ſpeaking ?—We have 
”  Afirong reaſon therefore to conclude, that te 
| _ Apoſtles wrote, as they were moved by the Holy © 1 
1 Gho/t; and that the Scripture is not the word of 8 | 
men, but the word of God. And as Gad is a 
Being of infinite knowledge, who cannot be de- 
ceived Himſelf, and of infinite goodneſs, Who 
will not deceive his creatures, it follows, that 
His Word, like Himſelf, is Light and ci 
'and in it is no falſchood. or error at all. j 1 
| Several diſputes have | deen raiſed concern» -M- 
ing the Nature and Degree of the-Ipſpiration | 
of Scripturez but the plain account of the 
matter ſeems to be, that in caſes which were 
entirely new to the Apoſtles, and beyond 
___— their underftanding, they wrote from the im- 
mediate ſuggeſtion of the Holy Spirit; and, 
zin caſes where they themſelves had perfect 
knowledge, That ſacred perſon only ſo far pre- 
 fided over their minds, as to ſecure them from 
miſtake and error, leaving them to the free uſe 
of their own reaſon, and to _— their ps : 
&: n their on words. 5 | 
B 0d as all Scripture is given by infolitivn of 


| : d is it profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for . 
> HE _ ror IS for inſtruction in righteouſneſs It 


in a ſufficient rule both of faith and practice: 
Fs UF th a co . 


The CONCLUSION. 2g. 
| 4 complete meaſure: of what is neceſſary to ie 


believed or dons by us; —that the man of God 
may bi perfect, thoroughly furniſhed unto all good 


 2vorks, and become wiſe unto ſalvation. ak 


What a ſatisfaction muſt it be, to have in our 


hands a book containing the expreſs will of Gd 


concerning us! What a comfort to be ſafely 
guided through the mazes of ignorance and 
error, 'and to have the Word of Truth for 4 
lamp ti our feet, and a light to our paths! How 


thankful ſhould we be for it! How careful to 
direct our thoughts and actions by it! How at- 
tentive in peruſing thoſe holy Oracles, which 
offer peace and pardon to the penitent, and brin 8. 


life and immortality to light! 


The Church of Rome debars the common 
people from reading the Bible; ſhe locks up 


the Seriptures from them, and tales the 2 of. 


Enowledge out of their hands, inſiſting, that they 12 
have no right to judge for themſelves. in mat- 


ters of faith, and ought to ſubmit implicitly. 


to her interpretations and deciſions. © The 


members of that church endeavour to, ſupport 


this opinion by two or three texts in the New 
Teſtament; ſo that they would convince you, 
from Serious, that you have no right to Judge. 
of Scripture: which is a manifeſt abſurdity... 

But let us confider—When St. Paul tells 
us, Prove all things, does it mean, Shut your 
_ eyes, and follow the directions of the church 
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blindfold? - When our Saviour tells us, IVEY 
the Scriptures, does He mean, Never look into 


them at all ! And when He ſays, Why oven of | 


yourſelves judge ye not what is right, does he com- 


mand us to believe without inquiry, and to re- 
ceive the doctrines of others without wing our 


own reaſon and judgment? 


The Church of England, on the OORewey 


invites men to read the Bible, to prove the 


doctrines, whether they be of God, and to 
believe upon a rational conviction of the truth. 
She appeals to the Scriptures in all queſtions, 
which are proper to be tried by them, and cheer- 
fully ſubmits all her articles and ordinances 


to the teſt of the written word of God; being 


well aſſured, that the more She is tried * un- 
der ſtood, the more She will be approved; ang 
that every ingenuous inquirer will become. a firm , 


and zealous defender. : 
We ſhould take care, 8 to pos the 


- ſacred volumes with great humility and cau- 
tion, without any prepoſſeſſion and prejudice; 
not ſtraining and torturing any paſſages in order 
to bend them to our own favourite opinions, 
but following Scripture whitherſoever it na- 
| of forall y leads us. Whoever reads the Bible with 
à view to collect from thence à ſyſtem of 
= aich; and determine truly what is neceſſary to be 
. —behieved, let him not pick out ſingle texts, or 
1 bene liule e r Kree een ; nor 
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. CONCLUSION? cg 
| expound any hard and difficult places i in oppo- | 


ſition to thoſe which are clear and eaſy to be 
underſtood: but let him conſider the nature and 
deſign of the whole revelation,” and attend to 


the coherence and connection of the particular 
diſcourſe which he is reading, the occaſion of 


its having been written, and the true ſcope and 
deſign of each paſſage. Let bim alfs read at 


once a whole book, or a whole epiſtle, or at 


leaſt to the end of proper periods, ſo as to diſ- 
eover the thread of reaſoning, and have an en- 


tire view of the ſubject: and let him make it 


an inviolable rule to explain doubtful and ob- 
ſeure parts by thofe which are expreſſed in the 
cleareſt and moſt ſimple manner: for this muſt 


be allowed to be the moſt natural and reaſon- 


able method or” e aun e 
them. e 
It is not neceſſavy: for men to enter W 


plexing controverſies about ſpeculative pointss 
and things hard to be underſtooi. Fhey may 
come to the knowledge of their faith, without 


the deep refinements of eriticiſm. The ay to 
ſalvation is plain and obvious. Common ſenſe 


and common honeſty are the main requiſites for 
finding it; and if they meet with any difficulties Kee: 
in their progreſs, let chem, with a modeſt teach» 


1 ble temper; conſult their proper Miniſters; who 


| 1 thoſe who are in doubt. it 
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3 have dedicated themſelves to ſtudies of this kind, | 
en abe appeinted; under Gad. 10 zan 
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Me ſhould read the Scriptures alſo with at- 


tention. Inſtead of running over the words 
with a negligent indifference, as if we had no 
concern or intereſt in them, we ſhould collect 
our wandering thoughts, and conſider who it is 


that ſpeaks to us there, and what it is that he 
fſays.—If there be not a cloſe attention, there 


can be no improvement; all our reading will 


make no impreſſion, and give no ſatisfaction. 
Eſpecially let us attend to the practical agen 


| of the ſacred writings ; for the end of all in- 


ſtruction, of all Revelation, is the love and 


practice of Virtue. This is the life and ſoul of 
BH all true religion; the very eſſence of that laſt 

and. beſt diſpenſation of the Goſpel, which is 

that Grace 0 of. God which bringeth ſalvation, 
| rly,. righteouſly, and godly, 
. in this preſent world. And then only ſhall we 
-have ſtudied. the. Scriptyges profitably and effec- 


ern us to lie 


2 5 when we have learned to GW the 


Es " Pals in e ah n e the Spirit, ant 
| figs love of the brethren. | 


* 5 To our own weak endeavours i im- 
* 8. 4 tpurpoſe, we ſhould add frequent and fer- 
; 4 vent players to'God for the powerful aſſiſtance 


I 7 4 12 collect, which the church recommends to thoſ 
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S © of that good Spirit who indited theſe holy 
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